Role of Civil Society

Civil Society as substantial equal partners in the Summit phase II

1. Purpose:

The second phase is intended to review the realization of the declaration and action plans in the interim period. 
2. Participation

2.1.  Accreditation: Accreditation procedure should be replaced by simple registration.
2.2. Observer status: CS should be recognized as “Participants”.

2.2. WSIS CS Participation Best Practice Document 

· Best Practice document is to be issued based on AP regional meeting’s final documents drafting process experience: Equal participation among governments, civil society, private sector, international organization are guaranteed.

· This Best Practice document is to be applied to every PrepCom meetings and summit itself.

3. Role of Civil Society 
· To identify the social and cultural consequences of current global technology trends.

· To draw attention to the need to introduce democratic accountability, fair participation and access at all levels in the WSIS process.  
· To negotiate the details with Phase I declaration and action plans implementation process towards Phase II.

3. Self-organizing process and mailing list management

All mailing archive lists must be publicly accessible.

3.1. Civil Society Bureau

· Bureau list by CS 

· Bureau list by CSD 

3.2. Civil Society Plenary

· Plenary list 

3.3. Civil Society Contents and Themes Groups

· General 

· Coordination Team

· Drafting Team 

· Speaker Nomination Team

· Translation Team 

3.4. Civil Society Caucuses and Working Groups

· Seven regional caucuses

· 22 Thematic Caucuses

4. Bargaining power of Civil Society

· CS should be implementation process as equal partners with other sectors.
· According to the CS participation Best Practice, CS should acquire its bargaining power.

5. Coordination within Civil Society sector

· CSD and CS coordination (CS Bureau)

· CS coordination 

(CS plenary – CS Themes and Contents Group – Civil Society Caucus Group)

· To enhance coordination between CS Bureau and CS coordination, CS Bureau members should set up CS secretariat within CS Bureau.

6. Representation

· Make efforts to achieve balanced representation between north and south
· Make efforts to set up a procedure to select the Bureau members, CT Group’s Coordination Team members and Caucus coordinators.
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