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Background

The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) will be held in Geneva from 10 to 12 December 2003 and in Tunis in spring 2005. It will provide an opportunity to discuss issues raised by the emergence and current development of the Information Society. 

The WSIS context is tripartite: it seeks to create an exchange platform between Governments, the Private Sector, Civil Society. Civil Society (CS) itself is comprised of all entities that are not the Governments, Intergovernmental Organisations and the Private Sector
.

CS actively participated in PrepCom-1, held in September 2002 in Geneva. Since then, the number of participating and contributing civil society entities is continuously widening. The great diversity of civil society, the large number of organisations it comprises and the vast array of interests and perspectives it holds, require the setting up of a civil society mechanism that will ensure optimum representation in all aspects of the WSIS process.

Creation of the Civil Society Bureau

To respond to this need, a Civil Society Bureau has been officially created on 21 February 2003, during the first week of PrepCom-2 of the Summit. It is comprised of the following 22 families:

Thematic: Academia and education
, Science and technology, Media
, Creators and active promoters of culture
, Cities and local authorities, Trade Unions, Parliamentarians, NGOs
, Youth, Gender, Volunteers, Indigenous, Disabled, Social movements
, Multi-stakeholders partnerships, Philanthropic Institutions and Think Tanks.

Regional: Africa, Latin America and Caribbean, Asia, Europe and North America and Arab Countries.

Functions of the CS & NGO Bureau

The aim of the Bureau is to facilitate CS participation, and serve as a channel for CS. Similarly to the Governmental Bureau, the functions of the CS Bureau are procedural. It takes decisions on organizational matters related to the various dimensions of the preparatory process and the Summit itself. The Bureau is not responsible for the substance and cannot take position regarding content issues on behalf of the families. The CS Bureau:

1. Examines logistical needs and sets up of operational guidelines for civil society events organisation at PrepCom and at the Summit (time management plan, space, criteria for exhibits selection, etc.);

2. Acts as the "connector" within civil society families to enhance mobilization and participation through information sharing and other initiatives; 

3. Examines and consults with the CSD /WSIS ES on the design of a concept for civil society involvement in the WSIS process;

4. Examines the various information and documentation issued during the WSIS preparatory process, makes comments and suggestions and promotes maximum access to this information by civil society at large;

5. Interacts with the Content Group comprised of CS Caucuses and Working Groups dealing with contents, in order to create the necessary logistical framework for CS to present the contents elaborated by this group.

Relations with the Civil Society Division / WSIS Executive Secretariat

The Civil Society Division / WSIS Executive Secretariat is a structure aimed at facilitating wide civil society participation in the WSIS process. 

In its relations with the CS Bureau, the CSD / WSIS ES shall respond to requests from the Bureau and implement all organizational decisions taken by the Bureau and the Plenary in relation to civil society participation in the PrepComs and at the Summit. In this sense, the CSD acts as the Secretariat of the CS Bureau.

Attachment

Working Modalities of Civil Society Bureau

a) The Bureau is open ended. All interested parties can attend, speak and actively participate in the meetings of the Bureau. Information flows will ensure transparency and a large consultation basis; 

b) To ensure continuity, the focal points of the CS Bureau are organisations and not individuals; 

c) The CS Bureau must not be personality driven and shall pay attention to equitable participation by all its members in the Bureau activities;

d) To ensure productive work, the Bureau will be established with a core structure (focal points) including one representative from each of the 22 Civil Society families listed above. Each CS family will nominate its representative in the Bureau, taking into account the need for gender and regional balance and language diversity;
e) The rule of inclusiveness will guarantee that any new CS entity wishing to participate in the Summit should be able to find its place in the corresponding family and have possibility to participate in the consultations and the work of the Bureau;

f) The CS Bureau takes decisions concerning civil society participation and organisational matters. Specifically, the Bureau will decide on the form and modalities of civil society participation in the Summit, on issues related to the Civil Society Facility Fund, the PrepCom organization and management plan, etc. 
g) The establishment of the Bureau will hopefully facilitate joint decision making on these matters with the Governmental Bureau;
h) The CS Bureau shall build on pre-existing efforts to organize civil society in various ways; regional groups
, thematic groups
, and the Civil Society Plenary group
 should be appropriately taken into consideration in the work of the Bureau;

i) Information on the work of the CS Bureau will be accessible to all notably through the www.geneva2003.org website. 
















�   Here the private sector includes firms and private sector associations.


�   Includes students, teachers, professional schools, researchers, education movements, etc.


�   Includes broadcasters, regulators, press, journalist associations, NGO media, freedom of expression associations, etc. 


�   Music, literature, etc.


�   Entities with legal status


�   Ad hoc movements without legal status


�   Groups formed during the WSIS regional conferences which take forward the regional dynamic.


�   Groups working on substantive issues.


�   The CS Plenary is organized by the CS Bureau and brings together all civil society present in the Prepcom and Summit. It examines organizational and substantive issues. 





