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Constituency

The Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CONGO) was selected in the first phase of the WSIS to coordinate the NGO “family” as part of the Civil Society Bureau.  CONGO represents more than 500 organizations of civil society at the United Nations, advocating their full and effective participation in United Nations processes.  

Given the large numbers of NGOs participating in the WSIS process, CONGO views the NGO family as having particular importance in the Civil Society Bureau.

General Activities in Support of WSIS

CONGO during the entire WSIS process has sought to ensure the presence and effective participation of civil society, from a broad range of perspectives, regions and issue areas.  In particular, we have endeavored to keep civil society informed of the latest developments related to the WSIS using our own websites (ngocongo.org, www.prepcom.net) and other websites we were associated with (i.e. www.wsis-online.net) as well as through our email lists.  We have also raised the relevance of the WSIS within other fora at the United Nations, such as the UN Commission on Human Rights, the Panel of Eminent Persons on UN-Civil Society Relations, and the Millennium + 5 process.

Activities for Phase I of WSIS

Prepcom I, Geneva, July 2002

At the first preparatory committee of the WSIS Phase I, CONGO served in as a coordinator and chair of civil society plenary and information sessions.  CONGO was a vocal participant in discussions on questions of NGO and private sector participation.  In particular, CONGO opposed any process that accredited and dealt with NGOs and the private sector under the same procedure and structure, confusing the important distinction between civil society and the business sectors.

Information Intersessional, September 2002, Geneva

CONGO was invited to participate in an informal intersessional meeting on the WSIS organized by the WSIS secretariat in September 2002 in Geneva.  CONGO spoke out on the exclusionary and very limited modalities for NGO participation, which partly led to more pro-active dialogues between civil society and the chair of the PrepComs Adama Samasekkou on this issue.

Pan European Regional Conference, Bucharest, 7-9 November 2002 

In following up on the role CONGO had played during the first PrepCom and the Inter-sessional Meeting, CONGO participated in this regional meeting. The President was invited as a panelist on an interactive dialogue between governments, civil society and the private sector to spell out the vision for WSIS. She also chaired the sessions on civil society, as part of the official program, together with her colleague, the Convener of the European Caucus.

Asian Civil Society Forum, Bangkok, December 2002

The Asian Civil Society Forum, organized by CONGO, served as a venue for raising awareness about the WSIS among civil society organizations in the region. At the same time, it helped to prepare the NGOs present for the Asian Regional Preparatory Meeting in Tokyo, Japan in January 2003.  It is worth noting that the report from the Forum’s discussion on the WSIS has been taken into account by the WSIS Regional PrepCom held in Tokyo as a contribution to this meeting. The methodology applied to arrive at the final outcome document, also led participants in Tokyo to apply the same method.  The WSIS report as well as the final declaration shows that the ACSF was not just an isolated event, but that it fed into, and will continue to be a resource for, subsequent regional or international events. 
Prepcom II, Geneva, February 2003

Notable during PrepcomII, CONGO was a principal coordinator of consultations and negotiations among civil society on the creation of the Civil Society Bureau. CONGO was elected to represent the NGO family and then led a process in which each of the families had to identify a focal point to serve on this new Bureau. In the end, CONGO was also asked to chair the Bureau during PrepComII.

In addition to this process, CONGO organized three well attended lunch-time panel discussions on: “The Power of information to promote a culture for peace”, “WSIS – the Vision – UN Reform”, with the attendance of PrepCom President Adama Samassekou as panelist and, in cooperation with the CONGO Panel and NGO Forum for Health, “The Role of Information Society in Health”.

Intersessional Meeting, Paris, July 2003

At the July 2003 intersessional meeting held at UNESCO in Paris, CONGO was an active participant and coordinator. This was particularly important, since many civil society organizations were not able to send representatives to this meeting.

Prepcom III, Geneva, 15-26 September 2003,  10-14 November 2003, 5-6 December 2003, and 9 December 2003

To help newcomers find their way within the WSIS process, CONGO organized a comprehensive orientation session on 12th September.  CONGO also actively monitored the negotiations and published reports on the meetings on its websites and email lists. 

World Summit on the Information Society, Phase I, Geneva, December 2003

CONGO sponsored a number of side-events at the Summit, including on women’s empowerment, poverty alleviation, HIV/AIDS, and human rights in the information society.  CONGO also organized a ICT for development event at CONGO’s triennial General Assembly in December 2003 in Geneva.  The President of CONGO was asked to address the opening reception of the WSIS, during which she emphasized the importance of civil society participation.

Activities for Phase II of WSIS

Brainstorming Meeting, Tunis, March 2004

CONGO was invited by the ITU and the Tunisian host organizers to a “brainstorming” meeting in Tunis.

Information Session on WSIS, Geneva, 9 February 2004

CONGO organized an information briefing on the WSIS at the Palais des Nations in Geneva.  Representatives from the WSIS secretariat, the Tunisian host country, and WSIS-online spoke about preparations for the Tunis Phase.

Forum on “Femme, famille et culture numérique “, Hammamet, 19-21 May 2004

CONGO was invited to participate in a meeting on women’s issues in the Information Society in Hammamet.  The CONGO president addressed the opening session of this forum.

Prepcom I, Hammamet, June 2004

CONGO organized an information and orientation session the day before the Preparatory Committee meeting, with the participation and support of the WSIS secretariat and the Tunisian host organizers.  CONGO worked closely with the Tunisian host country and the WSIS secretariat to ensure that the facilities and services for civil society were adequate, i.e. meeting rooms, interpretation, internet access, photocopying, etc.  CONGO also worked to mediate disputes within civil society on questions of substance (namely human rights) and procedure (caucuses, speaking rights.)

