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Family    Indigenous Peoples

The Indigenous Media Network (IMN) is an Indigenous organisation formed in the course of the World Conference against Racism in Durban. Its members are Indigenous journalists. The creation of the Indigenous Media Network was sponsored by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, who made it possible for several Indigenous journalists to attend and cover the World Conference in Durban. Out of these efforts emerged the beginnings of a network of Indigenous journalists. The IMN was formally founded during the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in 2002.

The IMN was selected as the focal point for the Indigenous family at PrepCom3 in Geneva.

Activities in 2003:

May 2003

- Holding a discussion meeting at the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in New York to inform about the WSIS process, to consult on the steps to take and to form a board for the IMN-activities at WSIS, reflecting Indigenous representation from Africa, South America, North America and Europe.

May 2003 – August 2003

- Conducting a survey among Indigenous Peoples on Indigenous Peoples and the Information Society to develop an Indigenous Position Paper to the WSIS 

August  - October 2003

- Elaboration of an Indigenous Position Paper to the WSIS and broad consultation on the document during major Indigenous meetings (such as the UN Working Group on the Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in September 2003 in Geneva and the conference on Indigenous Peoples and the Information Society for the Americas that was held in October 2003 in Brazil)

-  Participation in PrepCom3, becoming a CSB member

-  Presentation of the draft Indigenous Position Paper

November 2003

- Participation in PrepCom3A

December 2003

- Production of a power-point presentation on Indigenous Peoples and the Information Society

- Production of a brief in English, Spanish, French and Russian on the results of the survey on Indigenous Peoples and the Information Society that had been carried out by the IMN
-  Discussion of Indigenous Position Pper and information on the WSIS process at a special meting of the Indigeous caucus at the Third meeting of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Inter-sessional Working Group on Article 8(j)and Related Provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity in Montreal 

- Participation at the WSIS summit

- Presentation of the final draft Indigenous Position Paper (the paper will be due to continuous evolution by further input of Indigenous Peoples in the second WSIS phase; in this sense it remains a draft)

- The Indigenous Position Paper to the WSIS also became a basic background document at the “Global Forum of Indigenous Peoples and the Information Society” – held as a parallel event of the WSIS under the responsibility of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues – for developing a Declaration and Programme of Action by the Indigenous participants present

- Furthermore, the IMN presented the survey results at the High Level Panel of the “Global Forum of Indigenous Peoples and the Information Society”

- The IMN was invited speaker at the WSIS Parallel Forum “Engineering the Information Society” to present a paper and a project on Indigenous Peoples and the Information Society

-  Co-Organisation of and participation in an exhibition stand on Indigenous Peoples and the Information Society at the ICT4D platform, showcasting examples from various geographic regions on ICT use by Indigenous Peoples. 

Activities in 2004:

January - May 2004

- Production of an extensive report on the survey that had been carried out on Indigenous Peoples and the Information Society (in English, Spanish, French and Russian) 

- Presentation of the report and survey results at the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues in May 2004

- Introduction of the Indigenous Position paper to the WSIS at the Annual Meeting of of the Global Knowledge Partnership (GKP) in San José/Costa Rica (May 2004)

March 2004

Participation in the WSIS Stakeholder Meeting in Tunis

June 2004

- Participation in PrepCom1 for WSIS2 in Hammamet

July 2004

- Presentation of survey results and the Indigenous Position Paper on a panel on “Indigenous Media and the Information Society” at the United Nations Working Group on Indigenous Populations (WGIP)

Up-coming activities:

- up-coming publication of a paper and a project presentation on Indigenous Peoples and the Information Society in a scientific publication on “Engineering the Information Society” by Kluver Publishers

- invited speaker to the up-coming UNESCO Conference “Knowledge in the Next Generation” that is taking place in co-operation with an Indigenous university in Tromsö/Norway

- planning to carry out further case studies on Indigenous Peoples and the Information Society with local Indigenous organisations in Africa and Latin America

- planning to participate in organising a conference on Indigenous Peoples and traditional knowledge in relation to the Information Society

