Report of the Networks & Coalition Family to the Bureau.

27 December 2004

Hello everyone
This is a brief report of the Networks & Coalitions Family.

We have not been very active since the Geneva Summit, apart from meeting attendance by YJ.  However, our intention now is to engage fully before and during the next PrepCom.

The constituency for this ‘Family’ is networks and coalitions, neither of which can in normal circumstance become accredited.  To this extent, we are the family of the unaccredited. The CRIS Campaign itself falls into this category, which is partly why we accepted the task of organising the family. 

As many have commented, the legitimacy of the various civil society organisations in the first part of the WSIS represented a painstakingly constructed and sometimes fragile compromise that did just enough to balance the various tensions and struggles that inevitably emerge, given their diversity, within civil society.  A large majority was willing to accept the role of the Bureau, of the Content & Themes Group, and especially of the Plenary which underpins overall legitimacy and ultimately has, at least potentially, the highest authority.  

Civil Society in the second Phase of the WSIS, for some understandable reasons, has had a difficult time picking itself up and getting moving again. The situation in Tunis was particularly fraught.  We believe there is still a major legitimacy deficit in the whole of civil society structures.  However, PrepCom 2 and the lead up to it offer a good opportunity – perhaps our last one – to re-establish democratic, transparent and effective structures that enjoy a sufficient level of active support among a broad range of civil society sectors. 

Our goal in staying with the process at this stage is to work with others to build our structures as a whole.  In so far as we in the N&C family address its constituency (and the upcoming World Social Forum is a good opportunity to do that) it is to make information available and to interact on these issues. We will develop whatever modalities are necessary to do this. 
The coming process may result in the constitution of very different civil society structures as compared to those of the first Phase, and the outcome may not see the continuation of the Networks & Coalitions family or indeed of the family structure as a whole. But we are aware that any major change will inevitably exact a price in terms of maintaining continuity and rebuilding cohesion.     
We look forward to working with other members of the Bureau, and more broadly with all sectors of civil society, in the coming weeks and months.

Seán Ó Siochrú.  CRIS Campaign
YJ Park, Alternate Member.  

