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CHARTER 

Civil Society Bureau 

The Civil Society Bureau (CSB) is the interface between civil society and intergovernmental participants in WSIS. The CSB is the realisation of the present stage of the emerging multi-stakeholder negotiation processes within the United Nations system, working in parallel to the Inter-Governmental Bureau.

The CSB has an operational role, concerning itself with logistical needs, procedures and interactions. It does not deal with content or substantive issues, but it aims to ensure the facilitation of civil society and to enhance effective partnership and interaction with other stakeholders in the process. 
Mission:

· To facilitate the effective participation of civil society in the WSIS process
· To enhance effective partnership and interaction among civil society and with other stakeholders
· To deal with procedures of, and interactions between, working groups and families  [‘deal with’ is very vague – is it troubleshoot? adjudicate? Facilitate resolution of problems in? 
· To be a communication channel 
Tasks:

· Procedural – advocacy to ensure effective civil society participation in all WSIS processes

· Logistical – facilitation of meeting spaces, resources, interpretation, liaison and scheduling

· Organisational – organization and resourcing of civil society meetings

Composition:

· Reflects Civil Society agenda through the convening of ‘focal points’ of civil society groupings [this is still vague – who decides what is a focal point?  What are the criteria? Should it not be honestly said that it is an ad hoc procedure that incorporates elements of Working Groups and Caucuses, and the original group of ‘families’? 
· Regularly reviews composition, removing non-active groups [non-active in CSB or in WSIS?] and enabling the focal points of new working groups or return groups to join the CSB.  
Relationships:
[These should be turned into sentences.  Words like ‘liaison’ implies liaison between different parties.  e.g. liaison between civil society entities and executive secretariat.  Otherwise, you can just state that the CSB “maintains relationships with” and forget the word ‘liaison’ 
· Liaison with Executive Secretariat

· Liaison with Inter-Governmental Bureau

· Liaison with other WSIS bodies (e.g. WGIG, Working Group on Financing, the Group of the Friends of the Chair)

· Reports and communicates to CS Plenary on logistical matters, consults with CS Plenary where logistical matters have content implications.
Should not the Content and Themes group be mentioned somewhere?
