WSIS Report to Civil Society Bureau

Global Unions Caucus 2003-2005

During the first phase of the WSIS, the caucus co-ordinated the input of the world trade union movement into the process of preparatory conferences and the Geneva summit.

The key players in this were the global organisation of national trade union centres, the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), and the 10 international global union federations representing groups of workers in all key industrial sectors. 

Predominant among the groups involved were unions representing teachers, telecommunications workers, public service staff, journalists, performers and media staff. Also taking part in deliberations were members of the Trade Union Advisory Committee of the OECD and specialists represent women workers and youth workers.

The caucus co-ordinated the submission of a number of key texts, from the Education International, Union Network International and the International Federation of Journalists, and the ICFTU which formed part of the extensive background documentation to the Geneva conference dealing with rights of workers.

The caucus was actively involved in the organisation and implementation of preparatory conferences for trades unionists in Bucharest, Geneva, Paris, Lima, Johannesburg and Seoul as well as the official preparatory meetings prior to the summit opening. 

At the Geneva summit the caucus helped organise side meetings in co-operation with the ILO, UNESCO and the Swiss government all of which helped focus attention on the importance of core labour standards and international convention covering employment rights for the information society workforce. 

The caucus also prepared interventions at the summit on behalf of global unions and co-ordinated relations with a number of key governments through a network of union representatives present as members of official delegations. 

Given the range of issues covered in the discussion, the caucus also worked closely with a number of other civil society groups such as the media caucus, the youth caucus and the education caucus as well as regional groups to that labour issues were properly addressed in the Summit discussions.

Following the Geneva summit, the results of the process were disseminated through the networks of the global union caucus, providing a basis for follow-up work at national and international level. A number of trade union development projects related to information society issues have also been developed since the Geneva phase.

In preparation of the Tunis phase, the union caucus has encouraged further participation by trades unionists and has raised the Geneva Declaration and Action Plan at a number of key international events, notably the General Conferences of Global Union Federations in January 2004 and January 2005, the Congress of the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (December 2004), the Congresses of the Education International and the IFJ in 2004, and the Marrakech conference organised in co-operation with UNESCO, Orbicom (Canada) and the Government of Morocco in November 2004. In addition, the caucus was an active participant of the ILO/UNDP event in Guatemala in 2004. 

Problems of communication with the civil society bureau, caused unfortunately by changes of personnel within global unions responsible for maintaining links with the CSB during this period, meant a regrettable absence of participation in CSB activities during 2004. However, the caucus intends to participate in all civil society events up to and including the holding of the summit itself. 

Caucus members have taken specific actions to support the participation of workers’ representatives from Tunisia in the preparatory process for the Tunis phase and a number of activities are planned at the time of the Summit to highlight the importance of labour standards and respect for human rights and social cohesion. 

Aidan White,

International Federation of Journalists

Co-ordinator, Global Unions for participation at the WSIS.
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