French and Spanish version will follow

Dear all,

CONGO, ICV and NGLS had a short meeting on 12 May with the Tunisian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hattem Ben Salem, some other Tunisian Officials, Charles Geiger and  Moncef Achour  from the WSIS ES.

The purpose was to get more clarification on some of our pressing issues at this time. 

We referred to elements of the CS B2B document, concerning the host country, (see attachments)

1. Logistics 
Since governments will have today (Friday 13 May) a visual presentation from the Tunisians on the state of art of preparations, we asked for a full presentation for CS. There was agreement to have such a presentation for CS in the first part of June, most probably near the proposed date of a (GFC) meeting on the 13th June and the following WGIG to profit from the presence of as many CS participants as possible. Specific questions on Office space for CS structures, including connectivity, LAN etc. were referred to such a presentation meeting.

2. Side events  
So far they have received almost the double amount of requests for space of what they can accommodate for such events. They are looking for additional space e.g. in form of tents in the surrounding park but with weather conditions in November this could be hazardous. At the same time they will try to go back to some of the requesters and ask them for more moderation in order to be at the end as inclusive as possible. We asked -and were strongly backed by Charles Geiger- to make public all existing requests, so this could help – in addition to transparency – to bringing some events of similar nature/content together.

Since they have received so many requests, it was not clear, who so far – or not – has received confirmation.

They mentioned 30 May when they would have a clearer picture.

The ES would only intervene in side events if referrals/rejections/controversy would occur, which Charles Geiger hoped would not happen. It was mentioned that deadlines are deadlines, but that doors are not closed as long as space could be made available. 

3. Exhibition space 
They saw the exhibition area as a total commercial space to showcase big projects of joint nature (private, public, CS).  They mentioned that they had received many such projects, in which civil society was already involved. We argued, however, that CS needed also space in that area to help initiate partnership projects on their own, and that they needed to get extensive price reductions for such space. It was duly noted.

4. Security and Privacy 
Both the Tunisians and the ES claimed that this was an issue to be handled only by Tunisian authorities together with the ITU. We argued that at least they should make everything transparent and known on their website. The more information would get out on any preparation, the better it would be for all. We also asked when the UN- host country agreement would be signed and publicized and were told that they had agreement on 80% and would hopefully sign before PrepCom3.

     5.    Funding

The Minister mentioned in general that the financial situation was more precarious than anticipated and that they had somehow underestimated the costs of this Summit or were in a different position a year ago when e.g. the oil prize was half of what it is now. But on our persistent question on how the pledged 400.000 Dinar would be made available for CS, we heard that it was earmarked for CS from LDCs. They were nevertheless open when we strongly argued - supported by the ES-  for using it for all developing countries as well as for countries in transition.

We mentioned over and again to be transparent and communicative and they promised to develop a small simple SC page on their site which could be connected to CONGO and NGLS site.

Our discussion was of a very frank nature, no ”langue de bois”. When we heard that the Minister had attended as an NGO the World Conference on Human Rights in 1993 and all other UN Summits as well, we challenged him strongly that the 1993 message of all human rights being interdependent, should be carried forward at this Summit with a visible sign from Tunisia in this direction. Enshallah….

Friday night (13 May)

CONGO organized a Briefing this afternoon on NGO input into the Mill+5 Summit. At the end of the meeting I met Ambassador Karklins who came out of the Gov. Bureau meeting. He asked me to forward to you that there will be an Informal/Formal Meeting of the GFC, which is not formally a GFC anymore. But this meeting will be open to all stakeholders to discuss Chapters 1 and 4, on Implementation/Stocktaking and Follow up. 

Wishing you all best for this weekend!

Renata
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