Notes on Civil Society Bureau Meeting

29 Sept.-05

Participants:

- Titilayo Akisanmi

- Amir Barmaki

- Djilali Benamrane 

- Tijani Ben Jemaa

- Renate Bloem

- Robert Guerra

- Ann-Kristin Hakansson

- Hiroshi Kawamura
- Viola Krebs
- Francis Muguet

- Delphine Nana

- Tracey Naughton

- Moncef Achour (ex-officio)

- Ramin Kaweh (ex-officio)
- Mohamed Elyes Ben Marzouk (ex-officio)

8. CS Speakers for Tunis

It was decided at the CS Plenary that a selection committee would Thursday tonight and select the people that CS will recommend to the WSIS ES as speakers in Tunis. The committee would consist of a representative from the CTG, from the Bureau, one from each region and a member of the WSIS ES in an advisory role. It was decided that people nominated as speakers cannot be a member of the committee. The Bureau elected Tracey Naughton as their member of the committee and the focal points of the regional groups were consulted about the status of their election of members. Rik is in charge of collecting suggestions on more detailed criteria than those that have earlier been decided by the Bureau. Some of the Bureau members had been informed that the ES had received direct nominations also and the status of these nominations was discussed. It was noted that ITU has the final decision, but by inviting ES into the process and by showing maturity in the way that CS handles the process, we can enhance the chances that our proposal will be followed.

CS Press Conference

The ES has asked if CS will hold a press conference and the question has also been raised by several CS participants. A logistical problem is that press conferences to be held in Palais de Nations need a sponsor, and in the light of the press conference held at PrepCom-2, ITU might not be willing to sponsor a press conference for CS this time. It was agreed that the question should be raised at this evening’s CTG and before then, the CSB secretariat should try to clarify whether a conference would be possible from a logistical point of view. All CSB members agreed that it was very important a possible press conference this time would be handled in a better way than at PrepCom-2. 

10. Preparations for and logistics at Tunis Summit

Importation of documents in Tunis could be pouched through the network of UNDP offices. However, this transportation device would require 4 or 5 weeks, as mentioned by UNDP. In addition, it was underlined that NGOs should directly approach UNDP offices to that scope, and that NGOs should keep in mind that this would involve a certain cost. 

As regards fellowships for Tunis Summit, CSB member mentioned the information circulated on CS Plenary lists that Tunisian authorities have already been allocated the 400.000 Dinars pledged for CS fellowships, since the deadline for submission was 30 April. Nevertheless there is about 2% still available (cf. CSP mailing list, “Side events caucus report”, sent by Rik Panganiban, 29/09/2005, 10:17).
CSB members expressed their strong preoccupation on the way information from the Tunisian officials was provided to civil society structures. They exhorted Tunisian authorities to provide as soon as possible relevant and reliable information on the actual way fellowship would be attributed. If this information was confirmed, it would mean that previous information provided by the Tunisian authorities, including the Tunisian Ambassador two days before, were not transparent. 

Accommodation of CSB members should be found in the same location and arrangements should be taken for better coordination among CSB members.

11. Any Other Business
Reporting on Liaison with the Organizers of Tunis Summit
Renate Bloem presented Liaison activities with the organisers of the Summit, including WSIS ES, WSIS organising Committee and Tunisian Authorities. She refers to reports on regular meetings with WSIS ES and constant information requests addressed to Tunisian authorities. She also mentioned her contacts with the UNDP Country Office in Tunis.
Proposals by Francis Muguet

Francis Muguet raised the issue that Microsoft and Alcatel are mentioned as “partners” at the welcome page of the host country website. Muguet argued that it should be examined how this complied with the UN criteria, and it did not comply with the UN procedures, he proposed an open statement to Karklins. It was agreed that Muguet could present a statement at CTG for individual signatures. However, as a member noted, it would be best to raise the issue with the ES first. There was also followed up on the document that Francis Muguet had prepared on the participation of CS in drafting groups. The CSB agreed that it was a useful document and that it should be taken to the CTG to be endorsed as a CS contribution to the process.

Status of CS meetings

The ES had asked for a clarification of whether CS meetings are private and public for the purpose of the announcements at the screens in front of the rooms. The CSB agreed that Bureau meetings should be announced at public, but in the beginning of the meetings it would be said that only CSB members are allowed to speak.

Next CSB meeting would be held on Friday 30 September (14:00-15:00).
