Mr. Yoshio Utsumi

Secretary-General of the ITU

Secretary-General of the

World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)







8 October 2005

RE: Request for 50 CS Fellowships 

Dear Mr. Utsumi,


I am coming to you with this request, deeply concerned that at this late hour before the Tunis Summit we have practically no funds for Civil Society participation other than the 400.000 Dinar, marked as ‘in kind’ contribution from Tunisia. We have yet to receive more detailed information on the ‘in kind’ nature, although we have tried at many occasions with highest Tunisian officials to obtain more clarity. But we can probably be sure that no funds will be made available for travel costs.   

Personally and on behalf of the Civil Society Bureau, I have also made numerous attempts to engage other donor countries to match the Tunisian pledge for CS, yet so far without success.
I do not need to convince you about the absolute necessity of a large and diverse presence of Civil Society, one of the three categories of stakeholders in this Summit. I therefore dare to ask you to make available from the overall funds enough for 50 CS fellowships in accordance with previously set selection criteria. The amount would be in the range of USD 150’000 -200’000.
I am confident and trust that you will give this request your highest consideration and that you can arrange for a hopefully positive and timely response. 
Respectful and as ever,






Yours truly,
Renate Bloem

Cc:Charles Geiger



President
