Education, Academia and Research Taskforce

Recommendations for an Open Cognition Platform
Our principle:

Shared knowledge societies, based on open cognition and open access tools.

Our plan of action:

Scaling up!

Four strategies for human empowerment

Teacher training with ICT

Provide the best ICT and media systems available, together with adequate resources, to educate and increase the number and qualification of new and in-service teachers and educators. Give priority to training with ICT rather than training for ICT. Collectively invent, develop and enrich training material within peer practitioner networks. Ask governments and official authorities to enforce that properly accredited teacher training enhanced by ICT should lead to equivalent qualifications and provide the teacher with proof of competence, and opportunities for better career development.

Media and information literacy


Adopt at government level an international framework to provide the rationale for media and ICT education in national and local curricula. Such a document should provide a modular curriculum and teaching guidance together with implementation and monitoring processes at national and local level. Proper evaluation criteria and procedures should also be adopted, with adequate teaching material and resources, in local language and with due respect for cultural specificities.

Open courseware

Create a coherent body of standards and formats, under the aegis of an international organisation: - to facilitate distance education, ICT-enhanced learning and the exchange of material and best practice across websites and other online learning environments (with mirror sites in developing countries) which give free access to teaching materials, guidance and courses taught at educational non-profit institutions; - to help promote co-accreditation and sustainability at local and regional levels; all in a spirit of pluralism and cultural diversity. Educational institutions specialized in ICT, libraries and archives, should be repositories of such content and publicly-funded knowledge.

International Researchers’ Charter

Support the international researchers’ charter proposed by IAMCR, to establish the rights and obligations of the research community (all disciplines included) in the Information Age. Its proposes a set of principles such as: - independent, open and fair working conditions for researchers; - free access to archives, libraries, universities and other entities funded on public resources. It also proposes to implement such rights and obligations through various means, including the possibility to lodge complaints with an accredited body.

Four tools for empowering humans

An open source backbone

Open source code and other free software are a valuable resource and an alternative to proprietary systems in educational institutions. There should be a continuous open source backbone, from the operating system through specific applications to user interface support. Much of this material already exists, but it needs to be applied to the creation of systems and materials for teaching and learning, with special attention to gender imbalances. Repositories of open source and other free software exist but need to be made widely accessible in educational institutions, libraries and archives. Governments need to create awareness of these to build capacity.

An education exemption to IP rights for access to repositories of content

The taskforce recognises the importance of copyright in the interest of encouraging innovation and fair remuneration of creative work, but it upholds that there should be an exemption to IP rights for archiving and educating in the non-profit contexts of education and research, including museums, libraries and archives.

A Mandatory Universal Service Fund as main financial mechanism

The education taskforce advocates that education is a public good and as such should be primarily funded by public administrations. Secondly, we advocate community-driven initiatives in education with local control of financial mechanisms and content. Those parts of ICT infrastructure and research which are public funded should remain a public utility and resource. Investment in education and research by the private sector should be encouraged through partnership and, where appropriate through specific levies.  

Interoperability and open systems approach for Internet Governance

Whatever the development of the Internet and future ICTs, it is essential to actively promote openness and to maintain interoperability. For a viable, plural and diverse Internet, interoperability is essential between systems whether they be private or public, proprietary or open. Such interoperability should be achieved through mandatory quality and technical standards and procurement frameworks and guidance.

ICTs for education and the Millennium Development Goals

The main priority for the WSIS process and its follow-up is access to information and knowledge for all. It is furthermore key to underline the unique role of ICTs in socio-economic development and in promoting the fulfilment of internationally agreed development goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration. The reference is especially relevant as regards access to information and universal primary education. 

To secure the fulfilment of these goals it is of utmost importance: - that cooperation and coordination among all stakeholders should be strengthened and that civil society be an equal partner in all stages (design, implementation and evaluation); - that the issue of ICTs as tools for education should be incorporated in the broader development strategies at both national and international levels; - that a proper allocation of financial resources should be made, especially for ICT infrastructure in developing countries.
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