Compiled Positions of civil society groups on articles 5, 6 and 7

Delivered by Divina FRAU-MEIGS,

vice-president of IAMCR,

coordinator of Education, Academia and Research Taskforce

Civil society has compiled its position on articles 5, 6 and 7 and they are available on paper and on-line.  We would like for these contributions to remain in the debate and we call upon the support of the governments who support Civil Society and the principles contributed, so that they are not prematurely removed from the debate and that the opportunity to debate them remains open. We understand that some of the formulations may be modified or amended but we do hope that the underling principles leading to them will stay as they are essential to the process. 

I will point rapidly to the most important and will let you read the proposed language at your ease:  equitable, non-discriminatory access to information; special attention to specific constituencies like youth, women and persons with specific needs;  promotion of open connectivity, free and open source software and open content paradigms; promotion of public effort for ensuring that universities, libraries, archives and other repositories of content are available for research, formal and formal education and training; promoting public policies to strengthen freedom of the press; definition of criteria for evaluation of international and regional performance form the point of view of “people-centered, inclusive, development-oriented”  information and Knowledge societies, taking into account that precise indicators should be defined in order to evaluate the realization of an information society protecting and promoting human rights. 

5. We reaffirm that, through the cooperation and partnership of all stakeholders, it will be possible to succeed in our challenge of harnessing the potential of ICTs as a tool to achieve internationally agreed development goals, including those of the Millenium Declaration, as well as national and local development priorities, and thereby to further the socio-economic development of  all human beings.  

And please maintain:  

We commit to marshal innovative financing mechanisms to create digital opportunities for all. 

6. We reaffirm our commitment to providing equitable access to information and knowledge for all women and men. We are committed to improving universal connectivity, non-discriminatory access, adaptation and use of ICTs in promoting the objectives of the Plan of Action, to be achieved by 2015, and to using them as a tool to achieve the development goals of the Millenium Declaration, by :

a. mainstreaming and aligning national and sectoral  e-strategies, across national sustainable development  action plans, as appropriate, by  2007, aimed at achieving internationally-agreed development goals, including those  of the Millenium Declaration, as well as national and local development priorities ;  

b. designing and implementing enabling policies that promote public effort and community-level collaboration and the mobilisation of domestic resources, and ascertain that discrimination against women with regard to occupational segregation and labour segmentation, wage disparities and credit schemes is eliminated;
and please maintain two  additional items : 

recognising digital Information and Communication infrastructure, and the Internet utilizing it, especially by promoting open connectivity access, free and open source software and open content paradigms as three basic principles of this I&C infrastructure, towards new production, ownership and access models that are compatible with development-oriented Information and Knowledge Societies ;

encouraging good information management policies in public and private sectors to ensure on-going reliability and accessibility of public information, and facilitating the creation of technical solutions for technological obsolescence to ensure the survival and transmission of informational contents, especially by digitizing cultural treasures for the benefit of the next generations ;

c. developing the ICT capacities of people, with special emphasis on women, persons with specific needs and communities, and improving educational and life-long learning and training  programmes to allow greater access to, adaptation and use of  ICTs ;

d. promoting community volunteerism in the ICT4D sector ;

e. promoting public policies aimed at  ensuring affordable accessibility to hardware as well as software to populations living in developing regions, in particular rural areas, taking into account the situation and requirements of disadvantaged and marginalised sections, including women ;

and please maintain additional item :

ensuring that universities, libraries, archives and other information services are available to provide contents and support informal and formal education, research and innovation ;

f. improving access to the world’s health knowledge, in areas as diverse as global cooperation in emergency response, to reaching health professionals and individual citizens to improve healthcare and quality of life;

g. establishing monitoring and early-warning systems, using ICTs accessible for all, to forecast and monitor the impact of natural and man-made disasters, and ensuring that ICT enterprises commit to environment-friendly production processes and proper disposal of e-waste;

and please maintain two additional items for consideration: 

promoting public policies aiming at guaranteeing and strengthening freedom of the press and freedom of information, as well as the independence, pluralism and diversity of the media while reducing international unbalances affecting them;

establishing programmes for academia, communities, industry and governments for ongoing learning of good practices in the design and implementation of ICTs, in particular the use of universal and anticipatory design and open technical standards.

7. The Geneva Plan of Action…  We applaud the initiatives taken in this area, including by those key stakeholders involved in the statistical measurement of ICTs. However we recommend research procedures, especially in the social sciences, that better define and apply criteria and indicators of evaluation of international and regional performance from the point of view of the basic principles adopted in Geneva, to build “people-centered, inclusive, development-oriented” Information and Knowledge societies, taking into account that precise indicators should be defined in order to evaluate the realization of an information society protecting and promoting human rights. These should be the benchmarks by which we measure progress and by which we review state legislation and policies. Research institutions should be promoted and supported at all levels, and recognized as a relevant stakeholder. National statistical offices should assist these efforts by providing technical support and data adequately geared to account for existing social realities, especially gender differences. We reaffirm the need to include gender- and age-specific indicators and to conduct gender and age analyses on ICT uses and needs.
These positions reflect the recombined contributions of the Youth Caucus, the Informal Coalition on Financing and Gender Caucus, the International Council on Archives, the Human Rights caucus, the Education, Academia and Research taskforce and IAMCR (Int’l Association for Media and Communication Research)
