Comments for Action line C7 – e-learning – submission 2
by the WSIS civil society “education, academia and research” taskforce

In addition to the OER, the “education, academia and research” taskforce also holds that:

*A study should be conducted on Intellectual Property and how current legislation on digital rights, market dominance, and digital rights management (DRM) technology prevents the exercise of the right to education including fair use and an extended public domain of knowledge. 

· All the previous OER items cannot expand, produce growth, be diffused unless there is a reduction of the present disconnect between the cost of cultural and educational products and the duration of copyright and Intellectual Property Rights and patents.


· Public domain documents are not visible and easily accessible, with no special indexes and metadata.

       

· Governments do not develop policies to help users, inform them about their rights and responsibilities and clarify the access to these metadata and administrative processes. 


· The current management of the rights of access is so complicated so far that they produce chilling effects to use and development of materials.


· These obstacles are a severe impediment to the development of valid teaching materials and reference documents that would be otherwise facilitators of scaling up modalities, like replicability, modularity and sustainability for education, training and research.

· So clarification of the categories that belong to public domain and those that don’t is key. A harmonized exception to IP for educational purposes    is crucial.

Other enhancing measures: 
· The UNESCO on-line contribution platform should be maintained as a common platform for future multistakeholder involvement and best practice exchange on the relevant action lines.

· For OER, 3 portals are suggested:

· 1 portal for courses, in modular format;

· 1 portal for tutorials, adapted to local situations, in as many languages as possible;

· 1 portal for accreditation criteria and all combinations of co-devolution of degrees and diplomas or certificates

· Partnerships between the private sector (via foundations, trusts and other independent and education-aimed entities), civil society, local government, academia, libraries and research organizations should be promoted at all levels to provide local access and content.

· I

· Public-private partnerships for ICT development should be subject to public interest regulation.
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