Prepcom III

Media Caucus Proposal for Text to be included 

in the WSIS Declaration

Freedom of expression, media freedom and editorial independence are central to any conception of an information society.

The overriding principle of WSIS on freedom of expression and media freedom should be Article 19 of the universal declaration of human rights:

“Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers” 

Article 19 needs to be implemented, for all media regardless of the technologies used.

Security and other considerations should not be allowed to compromise freedom of expression and media freedom. 

New information and communication technologies will strengthen the important role of traditional media, such as broadcasting and the print press.

Legislation to ensure the participation of all in the information society should:

a. promote and defend the existence and development of free and independent media,
b. encourage pluralism and diversity of media ownership and avoid excessive media concentration,
c. recognize the specific and crucial role of public service broadcasting and community media,
d. transform state-controlled media into editorially independent organizations.
International standards of labour rights and social protections must apply to all media workers. 

Formulation of professional and ethical standards in journalism are the responsibility of media professionals themselves. 
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