Media Caucus proposals for changes to the Action Plan
18th September, 2003

Section 1 

Points 11-13

 
Information and Communication Infrastructure
 
To develop the infrastructure for universal television and radio coverage and to devise plans for the transition to digital broadcasting.

To Promote open and interoperable standards and platforms.

Section 8 (a) 42. Media 

a. Develop legislation to ensure the participation of all in the information society that:

1. Promotes and defend the existence and development of free and independent media,

2. Encourages pluralism and diversity of media ownership and avoid excessive media concentration,

3. To reinforce the public service broadcasting and community media responsibility in enhancing social inclusion and public debate in the information society. 

4. Transforms state-controlled media into editorially independent organizations.

b. The media should adopt the highest journalistic standards through which are promoted editorial independence including that editorial content is not influenced by advertising and is also sensitive to the need to protect minors. In pursuit of these standards, the formulation of professional and ethical standards in journalism is the responsibility of media professionals themselves. 

c. Leave as is….

d. Training and development activities such as employee exchanges should be promoted by the various branches of the industry and, if government funding is involved it should be channelled through independent structures.

e. replace existing with

To encourage production content which reflects national and regional cultures and is relevant to local communities. Establish a community Media Fund for investment to be administered by an independent structure.

 

f. Promote balanced and diverse portrayal of women by the media.

g. Governments should establish specific targets for the opening up of broadcast licensing by independent regulators to allow for the operation of independent and non-commercial community broadcasting services in every community by 2010 and to ensure all of the world’s population can access community broadcasting services by 2015.

43. Ethical Dimensions of the Information Society

Preamble: Formulation of professional and ethical standards in journalism are the responsibility of media professionals themselves. 

a. Delete

b. Replace with:

To promote suitable content for children and dialogue on child pornography and paedophilia on the internet.

c. Delete

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


