Statement to Inter-Government Working Group on Media
Made by Tracey Naughton on behalf of the Civil Society Media Caucus

September 18th, 2003

Given the centrality of media to the information society the Media Caucus applauds the initiative of the Swiss delegation in convening this working group to develop an agreed text to express principles to underpin the role of media in the information society.

We respect the need for space in which to negotiate, because in order to reach an agreed text as a body of professionals with diverse perspectives and contextual experience we required the same preparatory time. However, we must insist that by its very nature, anything called a society can only be developed with the full participation of all stakeholders.

In terms of the development of text to define the media’s role, we have major concerns about a process that seeks to exclude the very body of professionals responsible for enacting the role. We believe that our knowledge about the multi dimensional nuances and rigours of the profession and its important role in society, should be present to provide insight that needs to be considered in building the future information society.

We are most concerned that by allocating a specific time for our input, prior to substantive debate and discussion, our ability to make a meaningful contribution based on reflections and practical professional experience, is severely hampered.

We regret that the decision taken to limit multiparty stakeholder dialogue in this and other working parties contradicts the great and noteworthy strides that have been made to date in the WSIS process, to ensure the emergence of principles for an information society based on equitable participation.

Having made these points I would like now to return to the text developed by the Swiss delegation and proffer only one further suggestion beyond our previous input, on the sentence that deals with pluralism and media ownership.

We believe that to make the clearest statement it should read as follows:

Legislation to ensure the participation of all in the information society should encourage pluralism and diversity of media ownership and avoid excessive media concentration.

A full note on this and our other suggestions is attached to this statement for your reference.

I thank you for your time this morning and leave you with an assurance that we will make ourselves available to contribute to your deliberations should you require our further participation.

Summary of Media Caucus Proposals for Changes to the Swiss Delegations draft text for paragraph 51 of the 

WSIS Declaration of Principles.

1. Delete bracketed text {in accordance with the legal system of each country}

2. Make direct reference to ARTICLE 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

3. Remove the sentence beginning with Pluralism…….ending with, Concentration. 

Replace with: 

Legislation to ensure the participation of all in the information society should encourage pluralism and diversity of media ownership and avoid excessive media concentration.

4. Remove the term public service from the sentence beginning, State controlled media……..ending organizations, so it reads:

State controlled media should be transformed into editorially independent organizations.

Prepcom III

Media Caucus Proposal for Text to be included 

in the WSIS Declaration

Freedom of expression, media freedom and editorial independence are central to any conception of an information society.

The overriding principle of WSIS on freedom of expression and media freedom should be Article 19 of the universal declaration of human rights:

“Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers”

Article 19 needs to be implemented, for all media regardless of the technologies used.

Security and other considerations should not be allowed to compromise freedom of expression and media freedom. 

New information and communication technologies will strengthen the important role of traditional media, such as broadcasting and the print press.

Legislation to ensure the participation of all in the information society should:

a. promote and defend the existence and development of free and independent media,
b. encourage pluralism and diversity of media ownership and avoid excessive media concentration,
c. recognize the specific and crucial role of public service broadcasting and community media,
d. transform state-controlled media into editorially independent organizations.
International standards of labour rights and social protections must apply to all media workers. 

Formulation of professional and ethical standards in journalism is the responsibility of media professionals themselves. 
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