WSIS - Media Caucus – (2)


Minutes of Meeting Tuesday 16 september 2003

In absence of chairwoman Tracey Naughton, Ronnie Koven chaired the meeting. 

1. Governmental Media Working Group (GMWG)

Mr. Alain Modoux informed that a governmental working group was organized on the media. It will be open to every interested country and to observers of civil society, who will be allowed to intervene. 

Another working group is being installed about the right to communicate. This group will be chaired by Canada. 

There are common points in the agenda of both groups such as the freedom of expression. Possibly there will be a common meeting on Thursday about those themes (to be confirmed).

The general instruction is to try to diminish the general text of the “declaration of principles” to six pages. So the media should try not to add text

The meetings of the GMWG will be in room A of building CCV and will take place on:  Tuesday 18.30, Wednesday 14.00-15.00, Thursday 8.00-9.00

The action-plan will be discussed only next week (or perhaps Friday). 

Mr. Modoux invites the media caucus to assist. He will propose the meeting that the caucus chairwoman can make a short statement on the basis of the Media Caucus Proposal. He congratulates the Caucus with the advances made in approving unanimously this proposal. 

2. Comments about caucus participation in the GMWG

The Media Caucus Proposal has to be distributed to the governmental delegates. The mistake in the Proposal has to be repaired (instead of “thought” it should say “opinion and expression”). 

The Caucus recommends to its members that whatever intervention anybody makes in the GMWG, take the Proposal as a reference. 

The proposal should be distributed electronically to the Media Caucus List (it wasn’t clear who would do this). 

3. Other references in the Declaration of Principles to the media 

The meeting passed through quickly the declaration looking for specific references to the media. 

Art. 51. This is the main article, wherefore the proposal was drafted.  In all cases we will try to have deleted the reference of “in accordance with the legal system of each country”. 

Art. 52.  There was debate about proposing to delete the list of concepts in this article (truth, justice, etcetera). There was no agreement reached. On the other hand the article is not necessarily connected with media but should be seen as an orientation for the whole declaration. 

Art. 21. Discussion was raised about this article, but is interpreted as not specific for the Media.

Art. 17. See above

4. Debate about Communication Rights (CR)

A discussion started about the difference between Article 19 and the Communication Rights. Some statements were: 

Some feel that the CR concept takes back old postulates like the Nomic debate and that it includes transfer of power to governments.

Others say that promoting CR, doesn’t want to undermine article 19. It has to be strengthened with the perspective of more dialogue between the actors. New conventions are needed. 

There is confusion about if there is a difference between Communication Rights and The Right to Communicate.

Proposal. 

The meeting expressed the need for the caucus to open a more systematic debate on this item on the base of some more elaborated ideas and/or statements. 

The caucus would facilitate this debate as a positive way of going ahead. It is not sure that agreement will be arrived but we could get the ideas on the table and achieve a more solid exchange about the contemporary implications of them. 

There was no specific agreement reached about when to put it on the agenda. Priority will be given to the discussion about in the frame of the GMWG/meetings and the action plan.

Next meeting: Wednesday 16.00 Room A ITU Building 
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