PrepCom3 has resumed its work as PrepCom 3A. 

Geneva 10th- 14th, 2003.

Notes from the meeting compiled by Tracey Naughton, Chair, WSIS Civil Society Media Caucus.
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HOT NEWS:  It is now official – ie. not just a strong rumour – that the ITU wishes to withdraw from the second phase of the Summit. The main reason being cited is one of lack of resources in the face of staff cut backs in the order of 100 people in the near future and more in the next year. Interpretations also have it that the ITU did not realise, when it took on the lead agency role of the WSIS what a political and broad ranging negotiation it would be. The General Secretary of the ITU will meet with the Secretary General of the UN on Thursday this week to discuss the situation. 

notes: 

• the Media Caucus has already suggested to Koffi Annan that he use his moral authority to engage all the UN agencies in the WSIS process. 

• the Civil Society Bureau has today approved a letter to Koffi Annan stating the on going commitment to WSIS Phase 2 by Civil Society and the need to ensure resources  - of all kinds are put in place to enable this.

1. Report on Media caucus Activity day 1

a. Status of Media Text in Non-Paper / Lobbying

The non-paper being used as a basis for negotiations at PrepCom 3A (put out by the President of WSIS) did not include specific mention of Articles 19 or 29, pluralism of media ownership or profession based regulation of ethical standards.

In the plenary debate on para. 52 of the non-paper (on media) the Finnish delegation proposed a new wording. The plenary decided that no new text would be considered - only already agreed texts passed by the UN General Assembly – not the UNESCO General Council. This means documents of a higher level than the regional Declarations pointed out by the Media Caucus in its letter to Koffi Annan. Shashi Thadoor, Under Secretary General for Communications and Public Information at the UN in New York has been deployed to identify the appropriate document to be used as the starting point on the text on media. The Chair of WSIS Sub-Committee 2 Ambassador Noumminen then proposed that interested parties speak to him directly.

The media caucus decided to seek time with Ambassador Noumminen and to have one spokesperson (Tracey Naughton, Chair) spoke from a delegation of three people. A three minute lobbying intervention was achieved prior to the night session of the Plenary. The main outcome was that Ambassador Noumminen was made aware of the Media Caucus presence and on-going concerns. In response he assured us that Article 19 will appear in the WSIS Declaration of Principles.

In the short intervention I mentioned:

· the importance of not making a regression in freedom of expression agreements at WSIS

· the interaction the Media caucus has had with Koffi Annan and the resulting articles and speeches that have affirmed existing agreements, standards and declarations. (I handed copies of the response letter and Media caucus position to him.)

· The importance of recalling the development context behind the scenes.

Though I decided that this was sufficient detail for a three minute intervention, Ronny then pointed out that the current paragraph (in the non-paper) does not cover pluralism of media ownership and media professional control over ethical standards. (
Subsequently the Swiss delegation has pulled back under pressure from China and there is a suggestion they will agree to remove the media paragraph and include a mention in the paragraph on access. The US Delegation has produced a UN Declaration from 1996 55/96 on promoting and consolidating democracy, that is based on the UNESCO developed texts in terms of media mention and this is now being distributed to key participants in the negotiation, including the anti media block of Cuba, China et all who are signatories to the 1996 text.

It says, ‘1. calls upon states to consolidate democracry ….by…

b. promoting protecting and respecting human rights, including the right to development and fundamental freedoms, in particular:

i. Freedom of thought, conscience, religion, belief, peaceful assembly and association, as well as freedom of expression, freedom of opinion, and free, independent and pluralistic media; …….

The media caucus will today develop a strategy around actions in the worst case scenario – likely a press conference.

b. Nomination of Speakers for Geneva Phase of Summit

The deadline for this is 15th and the Media Caucus will discuss this on day two. The following list has been developed so far. Please note that the criteria set by the ITU for speakers requested Heads of International Organisations. I suggested at the Media Caucus that this severely limits the pool of women who could be suggested. I raised this at the Civil Society Bureau Meeting next morning (Tuesday) and it was decided that the Civil Society Secretariat will use my criteria of ‘visionary people of known speaking capacity’ to argue to the ITU for an expansion of criteria for speakers to accommodate these types of people. So we do not have to limit ourselves to Heads of Organisations and can include ‘visionary people of known speaking capacity’.

Here are the nominations so far, and the background information. Please send any other suggestions TODAY!!!

Scroll down

	Media Caucus Nominations for Round Tables and Civil Society Inputs at WSIS

	category
	name
	Org/ title
	email

	1. New Media / ICT
	Nancy Hafkin
	Academic/ activist
	

	2. New Media / ICT
	Manuel Castells
	Academic/ activist
	

	3. New Media / ICT
	Aida Opoku-Mensah 
	
	Mensah AOpoku-Mensah@uneca.org

	1. Private Media
	Alfonso Ruiz De Assin
	Sec. Gen de la Assoc. Esapanola de Radio
	

	2. Private Media
	Hector Oscar Amenqual
	Director General De AIR-IAB
	

	3. Private Media
	Emilio Nassar
	Presidente De Nuevas Technologicas Y assuntos Internacionales de la Camara Nacional de la Industria de Radio Y Television de Mexico
	

	1. Community Media
	Steve Buckley
	President AMARC
	steve@commedia.org.uk

	2. Community Media
	Lynne Wanyeki
	
	

	3. Community Media
	
	
	

	1. Public Media
	Peter Matlare
	Peter Matlare
	

	2. Public Media
	Cheneviere Guillaume
	President World Radio & TV Council
	guillaume.cheneviere@cmrtv.org

	3. Public Media
	Christina
	
	

	4. 
	
	
	

	1. Journalism
	
	
	

	2. Journalism
	
	
	

	3. Journalism
	
	
	

	1. Freedom of Expression
	
	
	

	2. Freedom of Expression
	
	
	

	3. Freedom of Expression
	
	
	


Civil Society nominations needed for:
1 slot in the opening (5 minutes)

12 slots for declarations during the general debate

18 slots in round tables

Media Caucus to decide on:
1 opening speaker suggestion

3 speakers on declarations during the general debate

4 speakers at round tables

Criteria:
a. Heads of Organisations 

b. And or visionary speakers of known quantity

c. Six categories as above

d. Gender balance (achievable with b not a)

e. regional diversity

For Each Nomination:
1.1  Name: 

1.2  Event(s) (Opening Ceremony):

1.3 Organization: 

1.4  Country: 

1.5  Region Designated by the UN General Assembly: 

1.6  Gender: 

1.7  Reasons nominating this person (500 words):
2. Civil Society Vision Document

Civil Society is preparing a Vision paper that could form the basis of an alternate Declaration if the Declaration of Principles that emerges from the Summit is not acceptable.

Go to http://www.worldsummit2003.de/en/nav/14.htmto see the full version with lots of links.

3. Civil Society Non-Negotiables

A civil society group (including myself) is working on a list of non-negotiables. Steve Buckley is the focal point for this group. If you want to contribute please do.        steve@commedia.org.uk
4. Day 1 Plenary report

At the Prepcom 3A opening plenary on Monday morning there was one speaker slot each for international organisations, business, and civil society to comment on the President's non-paper on the draft Declaration.

Karen Banks spoke on behalf of the Civil Society Content and Themes Group. The presentation was based on the letter from Sally Burch to Samassekou and the CS comments on the non-paper. Below is the text of the presentation.

Civil Society Content and Themes 10 November 2003

Prepcom 3A Opening Plenary presentation

Comments on the President's non-paper

We appreciate the inclusion of several civil society proposals into the President's non-paper on the Draft Declaration. In particular we recognize there has been an openness to strengthening references among other things, to human rights, social inclusion, education and sustainable development, and that the Millennium Development Goals are listed in detail in paragraph 2.

We also welcome the President's commitment to a participative approach and to seek out a satisfactory balance between technological and societal issues. Nonetheless, we are concerned that the declaration still fails to adequately address some fundamental issues of the information society and still has an excessive bias towards technological and market solutions.

Some issues of major concern are:

The "Information Society" on which the World Summit appears to be based continues to reflect, to a large extent, a narrow understanding in which ICTs are generally taken to mean telecommunications and the Internet. This approach tends to marginalise some key issues relating to the development potential inherent in the combination of knowledge and technology and thus conflicts with the broader development mandate given in UNGA Resolution 56/183.

A commitment to a people-centred, inclusive and development-oriented Information Society based on respect for human rights should be embedded throughout the Declaration of Principles and the Action Plan. In our view the key challenges of the Information Society are to ensure the benefit of all, including the most marginalised, to extend the global knowledge commons and the public domain and to ensure access for all to the means of information and communication.

Limitations on free access and fair use of knowledge, information and communication systems imposed by legal and technical means must remain the exception, to be applied only where strictly necessary. Free software, open standards in the technical infrastructure, and access to radio spectrum are essential components not adequately reflected in this document.

The draft ignores fundamental differences between intellectual and physical

products. Nor does the draft give sufficient recognition to the dangers ICTs can pose to civil rights and liberties, such as the right to privacy, and the need for a strong international commitment to reaffirming and protecting those rights. The draft retains statements that endanger the freedom of expression.

The Declaration mentions the need to address geographical and social divides, but falls short of expressing a strong commitment to creating the mechanisms for redressing them.  It also fails to emphasize and express support for the key role of community initiatives and people's involvement in the decisions that control their lives in the information society. There should be much stronger commitment to community driven solutions including community media.

In short, although we consider that progress has been made, the present draft falls well short of the expectations of civil society and we remain concerned that the many constructive and well informed proposals that we have put forward have not been given adequate attention.

Notes from the second plenary meeting Day 1, Nov 10th,

have been posted to:

http://prepcom.net/wsis/1068486119379
4. Postings on Civil Society Content and Themes work this week

To avoid continuous duplication this week on the plenary and the content

and themes lists, further postings on Civil Society content at Prepcom 3A will be posted to the WSIS-CT list only. If you are not already receiving postings from this list, you can subscribe at:

http://mailman.greennet.org.uk/mailman/listinfo/ct
All reports on Prepcom IIIa posted to the CT list will also be posted to the website 

http://www.prepcom.net/wsis, with a link to that report posted to the 

plenary email list.

5. Adhoc Civil society Meeting Sunday 10th Nov.2003  

Below are minutes from the adhoc meeting on Sunday 9th, attended by (apologies if i haven't full names to mind):

Karen Banks (APC); 

Ralf Benrdath, German CS; 

Patcha(Korean WSIS CS Group/jinbonet); 

Derrick Cogburn;

Thomas Ruddy; 

Jane (Danish UNA); 

Dorte (Danish UNA);

Rik Panganiban (WFM, prepcom.net); 

heike jensen (german CS coord);

christine wenzel (german CS Coord); 

rikke frank joergensen (Danish instituteof Human Rights); 

nilo (Indigenous peoples caucus/LAC); 

Hiroshi (People with disabilities); 

renate bloem, CONGO; 

Steve buckley, AMARC; 

georg greve (Free Software Foundation Europe)

In general, we proposed that we spend our time thi week dealing with issues of Civil Society strategising in the run up to the summit, and not spend so much time drafting statements for plenary etc.

We realise we are a small number of people, and primarily from Europe,  however, we are all agreed that the work we do here has to reflect the positions and concencus of the civil society content and themes group, as best we can. Therefore, an important part of our strategy this week is to be in daily contact with the virtual plenary an content and themes group, and that your remote participation will be a critical part of our strategy.

Below i've outlined the main areas of work we've prioritised - where we have questions for the virtual plenary/CT group, i've enclosed the text in asterisks ***

** we welcome comments on this broad strategy particularly if you think there are areas of work we have not covered **

(1) DECLARATION

===============

Will be discussed Today and tomorrow.  We will take advantage of speaking slots, but will in the main be reiterating the points we have been making  consistently. We opened this morning in plenary, with an adaptation of the letter Sally Burch composed to accompany our comments in reaction to the 'Non-paper'. Work on the declaration will be done primarily in plenary, with *possible* working groups in the following areas (only financing is confirmed at this  stage). We will enssure that we have a monitor participating in each of the  informal working groups. financing; media; governance: IPR:

(2)ACTION PLAN

==============

Work will begin on the Action plan on Wednesday. We will start from our Action Plan compilation from PrepCom III.

(3) Refining our "NON-NEGOTIABLES"

==================================

An important part of our strategy for the Summit is to refine and articulate very clearly, what our non-negotiables are, and what are strategy will be if our non-negotiables are not met.We will work from the following documents as a base: - PrepCom III Opening Plenary statement (wherein we state that we would not  endorse the statement as it stands and outline 7 'non-negotiables' - The CS response to the 'non-paper'

Our proposal is then to develop a contextualised statement on our non-negotiables, which could be used in a variety of ways, for the Summit (eg.. the press, etc)

(4) ALTERNATIVE/VISIONARY DECLARATION

=====================================

Many people feel that it is a good oppotunity, as we are here face to face, to take forward work around development of a CS Declaration for the Summit. In order for us to do that, we need to have a mandate from the Content and  themes group, and in particular, the drafting team who volunteered during PrepCom III, to take this work forward.

For us to continue the work, we would need an update from the drafting team  as to where the process is currently at, any work that has been on formats, content etc. 

** this is at least one of the priority areas we need some feedback and guidance on and we would like to begin the work quite quickly **

(5) MONITORING and INFO DISSEMINATION

As with all meetings, we will monitor the plenary sessions and participate 

in the informal working groups, and shall share those notes with the virtual spaces. Rik will again lead the monitoring team and i'll leave him  to post information on how that process is going.

(6) CS LEGITIMISATION OF WSIS/MULTI-STAKEHOLDER PROCESS

=======================================================

Arne and meryem have both posted messages recently that highlight the need for us to think critically and strategically about our role, and our potential impact as a major stake-holder in the WSIS process. We feel that CS needs to develop a stronger discourse around this issue, and that it may  well be one of our most important priorities for the Summit.

We do not have specific proposalsat this stage, but will begin discussing  this in our daily meetings in full plenary. That's about it for now. I will ask that this message be translated as soon  as possible.

We look forward to your comments, and when you are replying, please  remember to remove any unnecessary 'reply-quotes' etc.  A lot of  information will be generated this week and we must try to keep the volume of text to the lists to the absolute minimum.

Plenary@wsis-cs.org
