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Access to information and knowledge is crucial for development. Broadcasting remains the major, and for huge population the only, source of information. The challenges faced by broadcasters of both radio and TV in the developing countries are therefore, tremendous.

The ministers of Information and Broadcasting of countries in the Asia-Pacific region met in Bangkok in May 2003, to consult with academics and scholars as well as representatives of the agencies of United Nations on the steps to be taken to revitalise the broadcasting sector as a tool for development. The Bangkok Declaration, which emerged from the 1st Ministerial Conference, led to the yearly event of Asia Media Summit. This year’s summit is especially important since it is registerd as a “Regional Thematic Meeting” with a view to contributing to the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) in Tunis 2005.

Organisations under the United Nations and International community have been instrumental in promoting best practices in broadcasting, human resources development, taking ICTs to the grassroots, fostering quality broadcasting and encouraging Public Service Broadcasting, thus contributing to sustainable development through access to information and knowledge. Yet, many needs of the broadcasters and the society at large, are not fulfilled. Further actions would be required. More attention should be given to these issues at the forthcoming 2nd phase of the WSIS in Tunis 2005.  Towards this end, broadcasters assembled in Kuala Lumpur for the Media Asia Summit 2005, put forth the following list of recommendations

We broadcasters

reaffirm and endorse the “Bangkok Declaration“ adopted by the Ministers of Information and Broadcasting in Asia-Pacific region and 

declare the following recommendations for consideration by the WSIS in Tunis.
Media and Globalization

We broadcasters

believe that globalisation is a forerunner to the formation of a knowledge society;

distinguish and differentiate between globalisation from growth of transnational corporations;

recognise that while globalisation has lead to the growth of media, media has a role to play in globalisation with a humane face; 

Recommendations
Media, in public and private domain, are encouraged and need to be facilitated to:

a. Increase diversity of content to include marginalised individuals and communities 

b. Support the culture of dialogue among civilizations with a view to promoting understanding and peace.

Cultural Diversity

We broadcasters 

support UNESCO’s Declaration on Cultural Diversity; 

realise that Cultural diversity should not only be preserved but it must also be fostered; 
reaffirm that unlike ordinary goods, cultural and audiovisual works do not lend themselves to governance by general rules of free exchange for goods and services since they subscribe to the concept of cultural diversity; 

call upon all concerned parties, governments, civil societies, public and broadcasters to preserve and promote cultural diversity in their respective countries and internationally, and to help mediate dialogues among various cultures; 

Recommendations 
a. Authorities are requested and encouraged to facilitate and support a domestic legislation that guarantees the independence and pluralism of the media. 

b. The media’s function in producing, gathering, checking and distributing diverse news and content, including at the local community level, is vital. Legal and regulatory frameworks are needed to encourage community media. To that end, regulatory bodies are encouraged to provide equitable allocation of frequencies to broadcasters.

Public and private organizations, such as bilateral and multilateral aid agencies as well as foundations, are requested to:

a. Support intercultural exchanges in order to foster understanding and appreciation of diverse cultural aspirations 

b. Encourage and mediate in free flow of information and cultural products between linguistic and national boundaries 

Broadcasters are encouraged to:

a. Give particular attention to the situation of indigenous people and safeguard of their linguistic and cultural heritages.

b. Promote programming that represent the cultural aspirations of all sections of their listeners and viewers

Digital Opportunities
We broadcasters

believe that everyone, everywhere should have the opportunity, to participate in the Information Society and to take advantage of its benefits 

recognise the potential of Information and communication technologies (ICTs), including broadcast media, as tools for facilitating equitable access to sustainable development

are committed to converting the digital divide into digital opportunity for all 

Recommendations       

Authorities are requested to make efforts to:- 

a. Bridge the digital divide and pave way for creating a knowledge-rich society, by providing universal, equitable and affordable access to information and infrastructure. 

b. Provide access to information through all media including  internet

c. Enable women’s empowerment and their full and equal access to and use of  media and information and communication technologies (ICTs).  

d. Encourage creation/production and uploading/transmission of local content in regional languages

Public and private organizations, such as bilateral and multilateral aid agencies as well as foundations, are requested to:

a. Stress freedom of expression when they fund programmes and projects to overcome the digital divide.

b. Promote capacity building of disadvantaged sections of the society for accessing, using and sharing relevant information and knowledge

c. Assist developing countries in improving connectivity and access, especially for the benifit of the disadvantaged sections of the society

d. Promote production and dissemination of local content, using local languages and providing information on local culture and indigenous knowledge 

e. Provide assistance to local communities to document and preserve the indigenous culture in digital media

f. Encourage free flow of information, especially on science, technology and culture, across linguistic and national boundaries 

Free Flow of Information

We broadcasters 

Reaffirm the belief that the free flow of information and ideas are of crucial importance in a democratic society, as well as for the progress and welfare of society, and the enjoyment of other human rights and fundamental freedoms;

Consider that Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is an essential foundation of the Information Society: And, 

Reaffirm the principles contained in the Declarations of Windhoek (1991) and of Sana’a (1996) on Promoting Independent and Pluralistic Media, as well as those related to media in the Declaration of Principles adopted by the Geneva WSIS, on December 2003.

Recommendations:

a. A professional approach to journalistic practices is the most effective way to promote media freedom. Media professionals are requested to create and follow ethical norms in the practice of their professions. 

b. Authorities are requested to ensure that Internet and other new media forms are allowed the same freedom of expression enjoyed by traditional media. 

c. Authorities are requested to set up mechanisms to detect and prevent cyber crime, and crime against human dignity in the form of pornography, racism and provocation of hatred and violence without encroaching on the freedom of expression.

d. Authorities are encouraged to involve representatives of the media as full partners in future Internet governance system.

e. Authorities are requested to set up mechanisms that prevent violence against journalists and media persons to assure their safety in carrying out the service to society.

Public Service Broadcasting

We broadcasters 

Mindful of the crucial role played by public service broadcasting in ensuring a free flow of information and ideas to the public and in maintaining diversity in the broadcasting sector;

agree unanimously on the need for persuading the decision makers, policy makers, legislators, regulators and operators on the need and desirability of PSB. 

Recommendations

a. Decision makers are encouraged to promote public service broadcasting; where PSB has been established, its independence should be safeguarded and its performance upgraded;

b. Civil societies should be supported in their quest to promote PSB into a civil society institution for all citizens, independent from political ties and commercial bias. 

c. The authorities should be requested to promote non-commercial community broadcasting, to ensure that preferential frequencies are allocated to such broadcasters and to provide fair and impartial funding to them.

d. The authorities are requested to ensure by law or otherwise, to consider various forms of funding for public service broadcasting, while simultaneously ensuring complete editorial independence for the Public Service Broadcaster in relation to the source of funding. 

Human Resource Development (HRD)

Recommendations
Authorities are requested to

a. Provide equitable, affordable and accessible training, especially to the young, the disadvantaged, women and girls, as well as unreached communities and non-literates, so as to empower them to participate actively in the information society.

b. Provide support and assistance to broadcast training institutions to ensure that the future manpower in ICTs are up to date with the new technologies and techniques.

Public and private organizations, such as bilateral and multilateral aid agencies as well as foundations, are requested to 

a. Support training of trainers so that broadcasters and training institutions in the region are constantly updated on training techniques and technologies. 

Children 

Children should hear, see and express themselves, their culture, their language and their life experiences, through the electronic media, which affirm their sense of self, community and place

We Broadcasters

Mindful of the fact that children are tomorrow’s citizens, 

Recognising the need to build a world fit for children 

Reaffirming the principles of the convention on the Rights of the child  

Recommendations

Authorities are requested to: 

a. support broadcasters for producing local content targeting children so that the local culture and traditions are imbibed by children and so that they do not become alienated from their cultural roots.

Broadcasters are requested to: 

a. set aside appropriate time for transmission of programmes specifically intended for children 

b. show restraint and put in self control mechanisms in showing sex, violence and other content inappropriate for children

c. Produce and broadcast good quality children’s programmes offering suitable content that will help in their cultural and intellectual development

International agencies are requested to: 

a. support the training of broadcasters in production of programmes targetting children as well as those specifically targeting parents.

Gender
We broadcasters

Reaffirming The Universal Declaration of Human Rights in promoting education as a fundamental right 
Supporting the principles that emerged from the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and the Beijing Platform for Action 

Mindful of the role played by women in agriculture, environment conservation and economies of the nations 

Recognising the tendency for the feminisation of poverty and the precarious position of women and girls affected by war, violence, abuse , trafficking and all other forms of exploitation  
Realising the crucial role of broadcasting in gender mainstreaming

Recommendations

Authorities are requested to 

a.
prioritise & and develop specific strategies for providing education and training to women and especially girls through media for their empowerment and to ensure their development as literate citizens of tomorrow.
Broadcasters are requested to 

a. mobilize the electronic media  to promote open dialogue on democratic values on gender equality and equity for the upliftment of the social status of women in the developing countries

b. develop guidelines or code of ethics which represents impartial and gender sensitive reporting that reflects high professional standards in broadcasting)

c. give adequate attention to programming related to women’s health and programmes that raise voices against trafficking and violence against women

d. address the diverse needs of women in multi-cultural societies though gender sensitive programming broadcasting
International aid agencies are requested to 

a. support Gender training that promotes empowerment, equality and capacity building in 

the electronic media.  

b.
support special training needs of women broadcasters in the electronic media.

HIV/AIDS

Recommendations

Authorities should be requested to

a. make it mandatory for broadcasters to address HIV/AIDS issues with a view to promoting safety and awareness of the preventive actions and understanding towards people living with HIV/AIDS

Broadcasters are requested to

a. play their role in the fight against HIV/AIDS pandemic by addressing HIV/AIDS issues

b. produce and broadcast programmes promoting awareness of preventive behavior and understanding and care of HIV/AIDS affected people

c. work in close collaboration with HIV/AIDS specialists from UN, governmental and civil society organisations and HIV/AIDS advocacy groups in order to deliver  relevant and up-to-date information and support for the HIV/AIDS campaign

Disasters

We Broadcasters

Realising the role played by broadcasters in harnessing international support in mitigating the effects of the recent Asian tsunami

Recognising the role of broadcasters in responding to natural hazards like droughts, floods, fires, cyclones, storms, cloudbursts, avalanches, land/mudslides, earthquakes, tsunamis, 

Mindful also of the limitations faced by broadcasters in helping communities to deal with natural disasters

Recommendations

Authorities should be requested to

a. assess the risks from disasters and plan in anticipation of potential disasters 

b. make it mandatory by law or otherwise for broadcasters to take pro-active roles in disaster mitigation

c. create links between agencies involved in disaster forecasting, preparedness, mitigation etc and broadcasters.

Broadcasters are requested to

a. keep track of disaster warning systems and convey relevant messages to communities so that the risks due to natural hazards are reduced

b. create and broadcast relevant content that can help communities in disaster preparedness 

International agencies are requested to

a. support training of broadcasters in disaster prepareness, risk reducing strategies, disaster mitigation and management
b. Promote regional and inter-regional co-operation to prevent, mitigate, manage the disasters brought about by natural hazards

Archiving and Digitizing Audio and Video Documents

Recognising the role of media archives in contributing to the preservation of national, regional and world heritage 

Realising the increasing obsolescence and unavailability of requisite equipment to reproduce earlier analogue audio and video documentations

Agree unanimously that there is a need for digitising and preserving audio visual materials

Recommendations:

Authorities are requested to 

a. make it mandatory for broadcasters to archive the relevant audio-visual documentation
b. provide resources for digitising and long term storage of archival material endangered by obsolecence.
Broadcasters are requested to

a. provide adequate storage space for all their archival material 

b. ensure a long term policy to develop and maintain their audio-visual archives
c. improve the access to the archived materials internally and externally 

d. support the training and upskilling of their personnel so that the valuable resources are optimally used

International agencies and organisations are requested 

a. to provide venues and platforms to define and clarify the issues, obstacles and alternatives regarding digitization and archiving 

b. to support training of broadcasters to improve and update their degree of familiarity about the digital frontiers in archiving, the techniques, issues and technology for digitizing and to provide increased access of their AV materials,  

Copyrights

We broadcasters 

Reaffirming and endorsing the International Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations of Rome 1961

Realising that the rapid changes in media technology and the evolution of cross-digital platforms are unique aspects of digital technology's challenges to existing copyright laws

Affirming also the need to keep an appropriate balance between incentives to engage in creative activity and the social benefits that arise from the widespread use of creative works

Recommendations

International agencies and authorities are requested to

a. create a platform to explore revisions to copyright law on economic efficiency and equity without waiting for a potential prospects of a market-based resolution to copyright disputes over digital content  

