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May 3, 2005
World press freedom day

i’lam celebrates the first year anniversary of the “responsible and professional media” project
May 3rd is a day to celebrate the fundamental principles of press freedom. It serves as an occasion to encourage and develop initiatives in favour of press freedom, and to assess the state of press freedoms worldwide. 

Today marks the first year anniversary of I’lam’s “Responsible and Professional Media Project”, one such initiative that aims to develop respect for press freedom and reponsibility, media professionalism and ethics, and human and  media rights for Arab Palestinian citizens of Israel. The project, guided by a holistic approach, addresses theses areas at the local, national and political levels.
Amongst the main achievements to date are:

· The completion of training for 15 Arab Journalists (including four women), with between two and twenty years working experience, from various regions of the country, who participated in nineteen sessions (spanning 105 hours).Topics covered in the sessions included censorship, human rights, ethics, history, story selection, information resources and defining qualities of investigative journalism;
· The steady progression of research that aims to describe and analyze the current state of the Hebrew and Arabic media landscape in Israel. The research includes monitoring of the Hebrew and Arabic media, conducting a representative public opinion poll on media consumption and media exposure in the Arab community, and interviewing journalists from the Hebrew and Arabic media. The analysis of data from the opinion poll, compiled between January 2005 and April 2005, is now finished and the findings will be presented on 17 May to the public. Daily monitoring of content in the three main Arabic newspapers has also been finalized. It covers the months between September 2004 and January 2005 and focuses on the reporting of issues related to leadership, women, house demolitions, land confiscation, Arab protest activities, factionalism and political detentions. 
· The conclusion of I’lam’s latest report, “Attitudes of Israeli Authorities towards Arab Journalists,” released in June 2004, which investigated more than 30 cases of media rights violations within Israel from October 2000 until July 2004. We found that Israeli Authorities are violating the legal, professional, and physical rights of Arab Palestinian journalists at nearly every level. The report outlines 14 categories of violations ranging from the unjustified arrest/detention of journalists to the unlawful confiscation of materials to physical abuse;
· The drafting and dissemination of 46 weekly Newsletters in Hebrew to over 83 journalists and editors from the Hebrew Media, the organization of 3 tours for representatives of the Hebrew media, and the release of 9 Position Papers;
· The sending of more than 50 letters by I’lam, regarding media policies and practices, to the Israeli Broadcasting Authorities, the Ministry of Communication, Knesset Members, and Israeli and international Human Rights organizations.
The “Responsible and Professional Media” project is funded by the European Union under the Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights, with additional support from the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs.
�








POB 101, 16000 Nazareth
Tel +972-4-6001370, Fax. +972-4-6001418, E-mail, int.relations@ilamcenter.org
www.ilamcenter.org


