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international federation of journalists meet arab journalists
On April 18 Hans Verploeg, General Secretary of the Nederlandse Vereniging van Journalisten, and Jonathan Tasini, President of the Economic Future Group, representing the International Federation of Journalists, met 13 journalists from the Arabic local media in Nazareth. 
After Mr. Verploeg introduced the work of the IFJ, which counts a membership of roughly 500,000 journalists from over 100 countries, Arab journalists reviewed some of the historical developments in the local Arab media since 1948. They emphasized that Al-Nakba (“the Catastrophe”) of 1948 was also a catastrophe for the Arabic media. The journalists further explained that the crisis faced by the local Arabic media serves as a microcosmic example of the more general state of affairs facing Arab society. Arabic newspapers have suffered from economic and political discrimination and segregation under Israeli policies, just as has the Arab society itself.
Emphasis was given to major problems stemming from the role played by Israeli official policies and internal media policies in prohibiting the development of a strong and free Arab economy. This has led to the present reality of near total Arab economic and political dependency on the Israeli state, 

This dependency, extending across all spheres of daily life, has resulted in the production of a culture of poverty and underinvestment. Whereas the modern logic of the market in other milieus might perceive investments and improvements in professionalism as tools for the increase of profit and output, the culture of poverty here tends to interact symbiotically with a distorted market logic that supports a view of underinvestment (cost-cutting) as the main tool for the increase of profits, even if this results in the dissemination of a low quality product. This symbiotic interaction is the main culprit in accounting for the low level of professionalism in the Arabic media. 

Therefore, all participants agreed that professionalism must be coupled with an individual and collective decision on the part of Arab media actors at all levels, to end the economic dependency on Israeli public and private advertising monies. Hence the need to foster and develop independent resources, in order to adequately finance Arab media institutions, and the accompanying support bodies necessary to sustain these institutions. 
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