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I’lam & ACRI Send the Shabak a Request for an Immediate Stop to the Illegal Interrogations of Arab Journalists 

Four journalists have been called in for interrogations by the General Security Services (GSS or Shabak): Wael Awad, Ahmed Abu Hussein, Hassan Mawasi, Marwan Athamni. The last of these four was called in some days ago.  

All of the journalists have been asked questions relating to their professional relationships. One of them, Ahmed Abu Hussein, was asked about the relationship between arabs48.com, the website where he serves as the head of the board, and Arab journalists located in other countries in the region: who these journalists were, if they met together and how, the way in which arabs48.com solicits articles, etc. 

Questions of this nature constitute attacks on freedom of expression, freedom of the press and the freedom of journalists to do their work without intimidation. This constitutes a very disturbing, “… attempt on the part of the Shabak, to be involved in determining the content that the Arab reader can, or cannot read, reminiscent of totalitarian and undemocratic regimes who try to reformulate public consciousness through their control of media and public messages” (From the joint letter from I’lam and ACRI to the Attorney General of Israel). 

The Shabak also asked Ahmed Abu Hussein to stop publishing anything written by Abbas Ismail on the arabs48.com. Abbas Ismail is a journalist at al-Mostaqbal, a Lebanese newspaper, that the Shabak has accused of being affiliated with Hizbullah. ACRI and I’lam detect severe danger in this prohibition – i.e. not publishing material simply because of the identity of the writer, a priori. In essence, the Shabak is creating a category of people who are prevented from freedom of expression based not on what they write, but who they are or who they know. 

“Even according to prior Israeli court decisions, the importance of freedom of expression lies in the defense of ideas that are in total contrast with the hegemonic ideologies of the regime, outside of mainstream consensus. It is in times of crisis that it is particularly important to promote debate, positing the narrative of the “other” or the “enemy” against the dominant ideology, so as to evoke creative solutions.”  

If the Shabak wants to block the Arab reader in Israel from accessing media produced by select individuals, it means that they will have to block access of the Arab reader in Israel to most Arab websites, and other media from the Arab world, something done by undemocratic regimes. 

The Shabak’s questions regarding contacts between Arab journalists in Israel with journalists from the wider Arab world, threaten to “freeze” communication, and dissuade cooperation, collaboration, and professional development opportunities for Arab journalists in Israel in the wider region. Such collaboration is beneficial to Arab journalists who require the opportunity to interact with professional colleagues in their native language, Arabic. It also serves to enrich political exchanges and debate.  

Furthermore, employing the Shabak’s logic, every Arab journalist in Israel working as a correspondent on Israeli affairs for the Arab media could find himself placed under suspicion of contacting foreign agents, simply because he is working for a media outlet that has workers affiliated with this or that political movement. The negative implications of this attitude could even extend to Israeli political analysts who appear on Arab media like al-Jazeera. 

This attempt to threaten journalists, along with the threat of criminal prosecution that can arise out of having professional journalistic connections in the Arab world, is a misuse of power, and a severe attack on freedom of expression and freedom of the press.  

We therefore request an immediate stop to illegal interrogations of the Arab journalists.”

For further information, please contact: 

Haneen Zoubi, General Director of I’lam, (04) 600 1370/600 1418

Sonia Boulos, Attorney/Advocate at ACRI, (050) 836 7166
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