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My name is Jean-Louis FULLSACK. I’m a member of the board of the french NGO CSDPTT, and I speak on behalf of an NGO group committed in one of WSIS’ essential objectives which its jargon calls “The Digital Divide”.

Strongly committed in the WSIS process since its very beginning, CSDPTT has presented numerous contributions and actively participated in the Civil society‘s “Content & Themes” working group.

In our opinion the themes I’ve the honour to inroduce don’t have the place they deserve in our debates, according to their strategic importance and to the amount of investment they entail : I mean the telecommunications network infrastructure and access. This is especially regrettable because both of these themes have been classified as prioritary by Civil Society in its Action Plan, worked out at PrepCom-2.

· I remind both these themes and their respective objectives assigned to at the conclusion of  PrepCom-2.
· One access per village or representative community in all DCs by 2003, i.e. at the end of the WSIS process.

· The implementation and development of telecommunication network intrastructure in DCs. For Africa e.g., the roll-out of the African Interconnection Network (AIN) partly based on the rehabilitated and/or renewed Panaftel, complemented by the RASCOM satellite network, are to be considered as prioritary.

However, we do consider the deployment of renewable energy sources (RES) matching local conditions as a prerequisite for a reliable, sustainable and globally economical of access and infrastructure sites/equipment feeding.

As far as Africa is concerned, photovoltaic energy sources are to be recommended.

In other respects, financing necessary for the heavy investments for implementing accesses and infrastructures is to be clearly precised in the Action Plan, particularly for all of its prioritary ojectives.

For providing the necessary resources for investment financing particularly for infrastructure, we do consider that preference is to be given to simple and therefore quickly implementable collection methods. For Africa for instance, following points are to be considered as potential resources providing :

· Return to the tariffication rules (“taxes de répartition”) for international communications in force prior to the 1998 reform. The financial surplus gained by this shift in favor of DCs in general, is to be allocated to an African investment fund dedicated to network infrastructure financing. Following the most credible economic analysts, this gain should be comprised between 1 and 2 billion dollars per annum.

· Stop “call back” services, in some respects illegal in most of the DCs, which have misappropriated more than 500 million dollars per annum of revenues, on profit of foreign societies and to the detriment of African telecom operators
.

· Recover progressively intra-african traffic transit (as the African Interconnection Network roll-out progresses) which is currently performed outside of the continent, and costs some 400 millions dollars per annum for the african telecom operators folowing the ITU.

In parallel, reviewing, up-dating, grouping and re-dimensioning adequately current infrastructure projects will ensure important economies of scale ; design and planning of telecommunication networks at a sub-regional and regional level as recommended by NEPAD paves the (good) way.

In this context, the Africa ONE project (a 2 billion dollars investment and technologically outdated) is to be abandoned and funds spent on it by several countries in return of the MoU signature, to be returned to them.

For all these reasons, le NGO group led by CSDPTT asks the Sub Committee 2 –with the support of NGO Plenary- for its proposals to be examined and endorsed. Thus it’s proven that for African countries –and beyond for all DCs- a telecommunication infrastructure not only is within their reach, but what’s more at a large extent the financing potential is in their hands.
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About CSDPTT
As a french NGO, CSDPTT is composed by executives, technicians and employees coming from both posts and telecommunications. Its telecommunications activities include

· Connection of remote/isolated villages and communities to the (national) network

· Training both technical staff and users of telecommunication services 

· Advice in network engineering

in different African countries.

Website : www.csdptt.org 
� Also to be mentioned : « The great African internet robbery ». « Africa is beeing ripped off –to the tune of some $500 m a year- simply for hooking up to the World Wide Web, say Kenyan internet company chiefs » (� LIENHYPERTEXTE http://news.bbc.co.uk ��http://news.bbc.co.uk�/1/hi/world/africa/1931120.stm) 





