Civil Society Plenary

PrepCom 3, 22nd September 2003

Agenda:

- Report of the Sub committee of the Civil Society on Content and Themes

- Report of the Monitoring group

- Report of the Civil Society Bureau

- Discussion on the document: : “Statement of the Civil Society in Response to the WSIS Draft Declaration Version 2 (DRAFT 1)” 

Report of the Sub committee of the Civil Society on Content and Themes

Brief presentation of the sub committee’s work during the first week of the PrepCom: compilation of civil society’s inputs to the Draft Declaration of Principles and the Draft Action Plan.

Announcement of the Sub committee’s results which succeeded in including several proposals into the working documents and which obtained an acceptable speaking time during the working sessions due to an agreement between the different caucuses participating in these sessions. 

Announcement of the necessity to be more influential during negotiations. For that, it is necessary that the Civil Society representatives identify more clearly a small number of crucial questions and set up a new strategy of negotiation in the light of the new version of the Statement of Principles.

The report is followed by various interventions concerning the last version of the Statement of Principles underlining the lack of consideration for the recommendations of Civil Society.

Report of the Monitoring group

Short statement of the last discussions of Friday between the governmental delegations concerning the two last pages of the Declaration of Principles and in particular the paragraphs concerning the financing and the canceling of debt. The reporter underlines the dissatisfaction of certain governments with this last point in the Draft Declaration of Principles, which goes, according to them, against the Declaration of Monterrey.

Report of the Civil Society Bureau (CSB)

Report on the last meeting of the CSB of Friday September 19 and the schedule of the second week. The reporter states the evoked sets of themes Friday:  Final press conference, Work plan, Time management, Possibility of a PrepCom4 or of an intercessional meeting, Round-tables with governments during the Summit. Themes to discuss Tuesday:  Modalities of participation during the Summit, Follow-up between Geneva and Tunis, Role of the CSB and Plenary during the Summit.  The reporter promises thereafter the publication of a report on the work of the CSB as well as the minutes on the website in order to guarantee more transparency.

Report of the Executive Secretariat

Announces time and room changes for the Plenary of the Civil Society on Tuesday September 22:  Beginning at 8h30 in the room C2 of ITU.  If the room and time are appropriate, they could be maintained for the reminder of the week. 

Announcement of a report concerning the follow-up between the two phases of the Summit during the Plenary of Thursday September 25

Discussion on the document: “Statement of the Civil Society in Response to the WSIS Draft Declaration Version 2 (DRAFT 1)” 

Presentation of a short document established by the Gender Caucus and three regional caucuses (Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean). According to the reporter this text summarizes the principal concerns of these four caucuses concerning the weaknesses and errors of the Declaration of Principles.  The reporter insists that it is only a draft project, a basis to work on, and its authors recognize that certain points are missing, in particular with regard to the disabled people or the effect of the ICTs on human rights.

Various interventions from the representatives of various families to applaud the initiative and to make inclusions proposals:  Right to Education, Right of the workers, Energetic defense of the Human rights, Question of the typologies employed in the world of the ICTs, Diffusion of the Culture, Solidarity, Role of the libraries. 

The presidency proposes that the contributions to this document are made in writing and submitted at the next Plenary.  

Sally Burch insists on the need for quickly producing a concise text, which will therefore not be able to take into account all the additions.

Intervention of Louise Lassonde, coordinator of the Civil Society Division of the Executive Secretariat 

Mrs Lassonde insists on the possibility of amendments to the Declaration of Principles and to the version "Outlines of the President" of the Plan of Action available as from this afternoon.  

She also informs the Plenary about the setting-up of three new working groups: Infrastructure, Access to Information and Communication and Capacity Building. 

She lastly announces the meeting of 2 pm, between the heads of working groups to discuss the methods of participation of the Civil Society.  

The meeting ends with the announcement of the meetings planned for the day.
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