Civil Society Plenary

PrepCom 3, 23rd September 2003

Agenda:

- Report of the Sub committee of the Civil Society on Content and Themes

- Report of the Monitoring group

- Report of the Civil Society Bureau

- Intervention by Mister Adama Samassékou, President of the PrepCom

The Plenary should start at 8h30 but there were not enough participants (minimum 25 persons). It started with twenty minutes delay and without interpretation.

Report of the Sub committee of the Civil Society on Content and Themes

The reporter (Bill McIver) lists the points discussed by the sub-committee last night. The sub-committee prepared the response of the Civil society concerning the lack of inclusion of its concerns in the Declaration of Principles. This document was presented to the governmental delegations.  The sub-committee expressed the dangers felt by Civil Society concerning its participation in the various negotiations.  They also started to discuss about the methods of an "alternative declaration".  The reporter points out moreover that the sub-committee is not satisfied by this name and asks the representatives of the Civil Society to think of another title.  The background documents to prepare this alternative declaration could be the draft Declaration of PrepCom2 or the consolidated document of Paris, but this must be discussed into the plenary meeting. 

The reporter also asks for other points to be discussed such as the nature of the document, its goal, the moment of its publication.  

He indicates that any suggestions can be addressed to the Content and Themes email address: ct@wsis-cs.org
Concerning the Plan of Action, the sub-committee is ready to propose additions on behalf of the Civil society but they are awaiting the proposals.

Report of the Monitoring group

Mrs. Conchita Poncini reports the advancement of the deliberations of governmental delegations concerning the Declaration of Principles.

Report of the Civil Society Bureau (CSB)

The reporter (Mr. Amir Barmaki) summarizes the previous meeting. He underlines the dissatisfaction expressed during the meeting concerning the unfolding of PrepCom3, the drafting of the Declaration of Principles, the working groups as well as the processes of negotiation. 

He then exposes the modalities of the meeting between the CSB and the Intergovernmental Bureau during which the CSB will present three reports. The first concerning the participation of Civil society in the working groups, the second relating to the lack of many contributions of Civil Society in the Declaration of Principles and the third relating to the consequences this situation could have on Civil society.

Presentation of a document entitled: “Does Input lead to Impact?” which shows in a quantitative and qualitative way the lack of consideration of Civil society in the Declaration of Principles. 

Intervention by Mister Adama Samassékou, President of the PrepCom

Mr. Samassékou intervenes during the Plenary of Civil society because he "felt, heard and learned" that dissatisfaction grew within Civil society.  He attests to the fact that the frustration of Civil society is heard and understood.

According to him “partnership” should not be a vain word. He defines himself as an old militant of human dignity and attests he understands the claims of Civil society.

He insists on the fundamental aspect of a partnership, which must be trust, while recalling that without trust the partnership cannot survive.  

That it is of primary importance not to break the dialogue.

According to him all the partners must learn how to compose themselves with others, especially when the texts are almost finalized and where the listening capacity becomes very important. According to him, Civil society representatives should not waste its own fight especially as they were able to prove their importance and their utility. He finally congratulates Civil society for its work and wishes to continue the partnership in a balanced relationship.

The plenary ends with some advertisements:  

Mrs. Renate Bloem briefly presents the interventions envisaged by Civil society during the meeting between the CSB and the Intergovernmental Bureau.  

Announcement of the Civil society press conference 

Short presentation of the sets of themes to be discussed at the Wednesday Plenary concerning the modalities of an alternative declaration:  the kind of document to produce, for when, the manner in which to endorse the document…

