NGO Gender Strategies Working Group

Proposed language for paragraphs 3, 3bis, 9 and 48 for the Draft Declaration of Principles – Document WSIS/PC-3/DT/1(Rev.2)-E 25 September 2003

On paragraph 3:

We reaffirm the universality, indivisibility, interdependence and interrelation of all human rights and fundamental freedoms] and their ties to the principles of a democratic society, good governance, the rule of law at national and international level and sustainable development, [upholding the sovereign equality of all States]. [OPTION B: We are committed to making the equal right of development a reality for men and women of all ages.

Justification:

Option A is redundant since sustainable development is already mentioned in the same sentence. The first sentence of Option B should be retained and elaborated to stress that the concept of development relates to all men and women, as has long been recognized in UN Declarations.The last two sentences of Option B should be deleted because the former is nonsensical and the latter is too relative. 

On paragraph 3, 2nd paragraph

This paragraph is important and should be retained.

On paragraph 3bis:

This paragraph should be deleted. 

Justification:

Its content is not consistent with the Millenium Declaration and the UDHR, which constitute the primary points of reference for the Declaration of Principles. 

Furthermore, this paragraph does not accurately reflect the evolution of the family to include changes due to divorce, single-headed households, sexual orientation, and reconstructed families. The concept of families has evolved. Moreover, the family is not to be seen as a natural entity but rather as a social one. In some societies it is not the family but the community that constitutes the fundamental unit in society.

If the paragraph is to be retained, we suggest that it be moved to 48 with the following alterations:

[The information society is based on human rights and should be an environment where dignity of humankind is comprehensively respected and fostered. The widest possible protection and assistance shall be accorded to the family which is the natural and most fundamental unit of our society. The information society creates an environment where all national sovereignties, religious, cultural, social and linguistic interest, without any discrimination are respected and protected.]

On paragraph 9bis:

While we agree on the need to include a paragraph on vulnerable and marginalized groups, we would like to underscore that Para. 9 speaks to rights and empowerment of women, who constitute more than half the population. They are not to be considered as a vulnerable group. In the same paragraph, the terminology “the elderly” should be changed to “older persons” to acknowledge that older persons are not frail and needing care but are also productive and active. This is also in line with the accepted language in the declaration and POA of the World Assembly on Ageing (Madrid 2002).

We endorse the statement of the disability caucus for restoring the subpara 20b, as proposed by Thailand.

On paragraph 48

We support the first proposed paragraph 48 under Ethical dimensions of the Information Society which reads:

48 [52.

The information society should 

Uphold universally held cultural, ethical values, such as peace, freedom equality, solidarity, tolerance, respect for nature, shared responsibility, truth, trust, honesty, justice, and human dignity [without prejudice to the moral, social and religious values of all societies].

OR

In accordance with the universal declaration of human rights, uphold the values of freedom of thought, conscience and religion, as well as other fundamental values such as peace, freedom, equality, solidarity, tolerance, respect for nature and shared responsibility. Of particular importance to the information are also truth, trust, honesty, justice, human dignity, transparency and accountability.

Justification:

This text is more in line with the principles outlined in the vision for the Information Society.

We hope that this suggestions be considered in constructing the final version of the Declaration of Principles. 
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