[image: image1.png]‘O!N G!O’




In preparation for the World Summit on the Information Society, 

The Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CONGO) 
would like to invite you to a side-event on 
 “Human Rights in the Information Society: 

from Vienna to Geneva”
on 8th December 2003 
1:30 pm – 4:30 pm

in Palexpo, room Salève

Panelist will assess what happened during the last 10 years, reflect on the implication of human rights and of the rights-based approach to development from the Vienna Conference of Human Rights (1993) to the World Summit on the Information Society (2003) and see how human rights fare in the light of the Information Society. 

This side-event will be drawn from the 22nd General Assembly of CONGO (Geneva, from 4-6 December 2003). The Assembly was held under the theme: Inclusive Global Governance: Challenges and Opportunities for CONGO in Partnership with the United Nations and, in addition to the plenary, it hosted four clusters dealing with: human rights; peace, security and disarmament; sustainable human development and information and communication technologies, all including a gender perspective and ethical values. The clusters deepened the discussion and prepared for a call of action guiding CONGO into the next Triennium.
In preparation for the WSIS, we wish to resume the appeal of the sessions, in particular the one on human rights, with the following 

Speakers:
· Bertrand Ramcharan, Acting High Commissioner for Human Rights 
· Adama Samassekou, President of the WSIS PrepCom
· Raj Kumar, Former Secretary General of Pax Romana
· Diana Bronson, Coordinator, Globalization & Human Rights, Rights & Democracy
· Diane Ala’i, Baha’i International Community

· Peter Prove, Lutheran World Federation and Chair of the Special NGO Committee on Human Rights
