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In preparation for the World Summit on the Information Society, 

The Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations (CONGO) 
would like to invite you to a roundtable on 
 “Entertainment – Education Strategies Targeting HIV/AIDS”
on 10 December 2003 
9:30 – 12:30

in Palexpo, Room N, Halle 2
Communication strategies are at the heart of overcoming stigma about AIDS. Panelists will look at ways in which ICTs can be best used to target the issue of HIV/AIDS in an entertainment and educational matter. It is of utmost importance to draw the attention of NGOs and public opinion to the need of effectively use ICTs in the fight against HIV/AIDS. 

The purpose of the conference is to strive to change mentalities by asserting the fact that entertainment–education strategies can be highly effective in promoting HIV/AIDS prevention. Vehicles for entertainment–education include radio and television soap operas, talk shows, popular music and celebrity concerts, feature films, animation films and competitive sports. The strategy nullifies a needless dichotomy in almost all mass media content: that mass media programs must be either entertaining or educational. 
Speakers:

· Mr. Shashi Tharoor, Under Secretary-General for Communications and Public Information (tbc)
· Ms.Katheleen Cravero, Deputy Executive Director, UNAIDS
· Mr. David Andrews, Director, Communication and Populations International
· Ms. Safiye Cagar, Director of the Geneva Office of UNFPA
· Mr. Anthony Bloome, World Bank, Global AIDS Unit
