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Youth Caucus Event Descriptions


Youth Media Orientation Session: This session will offer young journalists from the British Council, OneWorld, Webtrotteurs des Quartiers and AMARC Africa a briefing by the WSIS Media Team and a space to meet and collaborate. Throughout the Summit, this Youth Media Team will be reporting via print, radio, television and internet media outlets


Youth Hub Launch: This opening of the Youth Hub exhibition space will launch the participatory gender/youth mural, photo exposition, project showcase and more.  It will also be a chance for the youth caucus to meet in an informal setting   


Open Space Workshop on Youth Empowerment: Using innovative “Open Space Technology” participants will discuss in small groups how we act upon the youth paragraph in the Declaration of Principles to “empower youth as learners developers, contributors, entrepreneurs and decision-makers” in the Information Society


Youth Day Events on December 10! 


Youth Caucus Briefing Session:  A special briefing session for the WSIS Youth Caucus will kick-off Youth Day on December 10.  It will introduce newcomers to WSIS youth and outline youth involvement thus far on a policy, project and community level.  


Youth, Human Rights and the Information Society: A dialogue around “introducing and strengthening human rights within post-conflict peace-building processes.” High-level speakers will present different approaches to this theme and showcase best-practice initiatives in Afghanistan, Croatia, Rwanda and Sierra Leone where ICTs have been used as resources of knowledge and tools for rehabilitation, democratization and the enhancement of human rights. Ultimately, the event will provide policy and action recommendations on how we use ICTs to embrace fundamental rights and freedoms 


“Local Voices, Global Visions”: National Information Society Youth Campaigns Workshop: Coordinators of the over twenty National Campaigns will have an opportunity to present their activities in an interactive workshop-style presentation.  World leaders will also be invited to engage in dialogue with youth of their country.  A publication compiling the results of the 2003 National Campaigns will also be launched at the conclusion of the workshop.  


Launch of YCDO Action Plan: A key moment in the Summit will be the launch of the Youth Creating Digital Opportunities Action Plan, a concrete support framework and implementing mechanism from the Geneva phase to Tunis proposed by a coalition of key organizations involved in youth and ICT4D. 


E-learning Workshop: Fostering the use of Information and Communication Technologies for a better and more e-inclusive society: What have we achieved so far? This workshop organized by the Digital Youth Consortium will be a showcase on innovative action-oriented experiences from the grassroots, including a presentation by the International Institute of Communication and Development (IICD).


Labour and Youth Panel: What has Silicon Valley done for you lately?  A panel discussion coordinated by the Youth Caucus will feature young representatives of labour, business and NGOs to discuss the impact of the information society on young workers around the world.  This event will also feature the release of a publication, with articles on topics of concern to youth in the information economy, including entrepreneurship, unionization, education, gender equality and conditions for young workers in high-tech industries.


Press Conference: The Youth Caucus will hold a press conference with four speakers outlining youth involvement in the WSIS process.  YCDO, National Campaigns, policy involvement and youth Summit Events will be the focus.   The press conference compliments a press briefing to announce Youth Day on the 9th and individual meetings between each National Campaign coordinator, their national media and their heads of state/delegation to present their Declaration and Action Plan. 


GKP Youth Awards Panel Showcase:  The winner and category finalists of the GKP Youth Awards will engage in a panel discussion around their best-practice ICT4D projects.  From Cambodia to Rwanda, Philippines to Finland, these young people will also be featured in book published by the GKP, launched at the conclusion of the event.  


Youth Hub Activities: On the 11th and 12th of December, the presentation space of Youth Hub will host numerous workshops, video screenings, book launches, presentations and an open house on YCDO.


Canadian Youth Leaders in ICT4D: Over the past decade, Canadian government agencies and non-profit organizations have developed unique partnerships to support youth leadership in ICT4D in Canada and abroad.  Meet the young (and young-at-heart) Canadians responsible for these remarkable initiatives in ICT4D.   


GKP Awards Night: A high level dinner will be hosted on Dec 11th by the GKP to present awards in various categories, including the US$10,000 GKP Youth Award.


Young Women in ICT4D: This roundtable with the Youth and Gender Caucus will highlight strategies for mainstreaming gender perspectives in ICT for Development with a focus on young women's empowerment.   Participants will also evaluate the report of the online forum ‘Talk to Her,’ a YCDO initiative, in an offline context.


WSIS Phase II – The Road to Tunis:  In the context of this unique two-phase Summit, this event be a look back on Phase I and a look forward by a team of Tunisian youth, who will present national level activities and their leading vision for Phase II 
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Youth Hub Space: The Focal Point


The central hub of youth activity, these 70 square meters of exhibition space will showcase a variety of dynamic projects of the Youth Caucus and the Youth Creating Digital Opportunities (YCDO) Coalition. Youth Hub will be a gathering place, showcase, information centre, cultural display, art exhibition and presentation area.  The presentation area will have scheduled events ranging from book launches to workshops to video screenings, focusing on the 11th of December. All publications from the Youth Caucus and other organizations will also be available for distribution throughout the Summit.  It will located on the “Enhancing Human Capacity and Empowerment Street” of the ICT4D Platform, next to the UNESCO Pavilion.  Join us to:


Discover vibrant National Information Society Youth campaigns in over twenty countries. 


Express yourself in a participatory mural about youth and gender issues in the information society.  


Learn about the best-practice ICT4D projects of the YCDO Youth Awards.  


Experience the “Window on the Information Society” Photo Exposition.  


Understand youth involvement in WSIS at our information and publications point


Engage with youth and other key figures from around the world in our meeting area 


Involve yourself in interactive presentations, video screenings and book launches in our presentation space.  





Contact: Alex Fielding, Youth Liaison at the Executive Secretariat – � HYPERLINK "mailto:alex@takingitglobal.org" ��alex@takingitglobal.org�.  Nick Moraitis, facilitator of the Youth Caucus – � HYPERLINK "mailto:nick@takingitglobal.org" ��nick@takingitglobal.org� 


For more information, visit the Youth Caucus website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ycdo.net/wsis" ��www.ycdo.net/wsis�  or the official WSIS site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.wsis.org" ��www.wsis.org� 








