PRESS RELEASE

Montréal, June 19, 2004. Freedom of expression groups set out reforms and guarantees needed for Tunisia to host the World Summit on the Information Society in November 2005.

Leading international freedom of expression groups, concerned about Tunisia's record on human rights and freedom of expression, have written to the UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan, setting out a series of benchmarks and guarantees they expect from the Tunisian government in order for the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) to go ahead in Tunis in November 2005.

The proposals were drafted at the annual gathering of the International Freedom of Expression Exchange, held in Baku, Azerbaijan, 14-18 June 2004. The call comes on the eve of the first preparatory committee meeting for the Tunisia phase of the World Summit on the Information Society. Further endorsements to this open letter are invited and can be sent to: amarc@amarc.org 

Further information at the International Secretariat of AMARC: Tel. +1 514 982 0351

________________________________________

Open Letter

addresses of all 

signatories appended

His Excellency Mr. Kofi Annan

Secretary General of the United Nations

United Nations Organisation

New York, NY10017 – USA

cc. 
Mr Yoshio Utsumi, Secretary General, ITU

Mr Koichiro Matsuura, Director General, UNESCO

Baku, 18 June 2004

Dear Sir

We, freedom of expression organisations assembled at the General Meeting of the International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX) in Baku, Azerbaijan on18 June 2004, write to express our deep and continuing concerns about plans to hold the UN World Summit on the Information Society in Tunis in 2005.

At the conclusion of the first phase of the WSIS, the Intergovernmental Summit in Geneva adopted a Declaration of Principles affirming the centrality of human rights and freedom of expression as fundamental principles for the information society. 

Despite this, the Tunisian government continues to violate its commitments under the United Nations Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights. The broadcast media remain dominated by the state, websites and newspapers critical of the government have been blocked or are prevented from publishing, censorship of the Internet is routine practice and Tunisia continues to imprison its citizens for exercising their freedom of expression.

We urge the United Nations and Member States to change the venue of the World Summit on the Information Society unless the government of Tunisia makes substantial progress on respect for human rights and freedom of expression. The following are basic and essential benchmarks for progress before holding the Summit in Tunisia:

1. The recognition of and respect for the unfettered right of human rights and other civil society groups including freedom of expression organisations to operate freely in Tunisia.

2. The dropping of charges against and the release of individuals jailed for exercising their right to freedom of expression consistently with international human rights law.

3. Reform of the media and communications environment including the right to establish independent media outlets and uncensored access to the Internet.

In addition we require clear guarantees concerning the Summit itself:

4. That all local and international human rights and other civil society organisations are free to participate in the Summit and to publish, broadcast or otherwise distribute and to receive material at and from the conference site without threat or practice of any form of censorship.

5. That local and international media will be able to report freely and without interference from the Summit including directly from the conference site.

We call on the United Nations and Member States to insist that the Tunisian government make these guarantees concerning the Summit itself and that it commit to substantial and measurable progress with respect to the benchmarks that we have set out above. 

In the event that the Tunisian government is unwilling to make such commitments we urge the Secretary General of the United Nations to recommend the General Assembly reconsider its decision to hold the World Summit on the Information Society in Tunisia.

Yours,

ARTICLE 19

Canadian Journalists for Free Expression (CJFE)

Cartoonists Rights Network, International (CRN)

Center for Human Rights and Democratic Studies (CEHURDES)

Central Asian and Southern Caucasus Freedom of Expression Network (CASCFEN)

Centre for Journalism in Extreme Situations (CJES)

Centro de Reportes Informativos sobre Guatemala (CERIGUA)

Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ)

Fundación para la Libertad de Prensa  (Foundation for Press Freedom)

Freedom House

Freedom of Expression Institute (FXI)

Independent Journalism Centre (IJC), Moldova

Index on Censorship

International Federation of Journalists (IFJ)

Journaliste en danger (Journalist in Danger, JED)

Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA)

Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA)

Media Rights Agenda

Norwegian PEN

PERIODISTAS, la Asociación para la Defensa del Periodismo Independiente
Southeast Asian Press Alliance (SEAPA)

Thai Journalists Association (TJA)

World Association of Community Radio Broadcasters (AMARC)

World Association of Newspapers (WAN)

World Press Freedom Committee (WPFC)

Contact addresses of signatories to the Baku statement on the World 

Summit on the Information Society and freedom of expression in Tunisia.
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Lancaster House,

33 Islington High Street

London N1 9LH, United Kingdom

E-mail: info@article19.org

Canadian Journalists for Free Expression (CJFE)

489 College Street, Suite 403

Toronto, Ontario M6G 1A5, Canada

E-mail: cjfe@cjfe.org

Cartoonists Rights Network, International (CRN)

10600 Alison Drive

Burke VA 22015

USA

E-mail: mayte6@aol.com

Center for Human Rights and Democratic Studies (CEHURDES)

GPO Box 21179

New Baneswar, Kathmandu, Nepal

E-mail: cehurdes@enet.com.np or cehurdes@yahoo.com

Central Asian and Southern Caucasus Freedom of Expression Network (CASCFEN)

AZ1000 33 Khagani St.

Baku, Azerbaijan

hasret@cascfen.org

Centre for Journalism in Extreme Situations

Zubovsky Bulvar 4, office 320

1109021, Moscow, Russia

Centro de Reportes Informativos sobre Guatemala (CERIGUA)

2 calle 1-42, Zona 1

01001 Guatemala City, Guatemala

Tel: +502 221 2521 or 238 1456

E-mail: cerigua@guate.net.gt

Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ)

330 Seventh Avenue

New York, NY 10001 U.S.A.

E-mail: info@cpj.org

Fundación para la Libertad de Prensa  (Foundation for Press Freedom)

Santiago Flórez G., Assistant

Calle 119B No. 5-38

Bogotá, Colombia

E-mail: redalerta@flip.org.co or redalerta@cable.net.co

Freedom House

120 Wall Street

New York, New York 10005 U.S.A.

E-mail: karlekar@freedomhouse.org

Freedom of Expression Institute (FXI)

P.O. Box 30668 Braamfontein 2017

South Africa

E-mail: fxi@fxi.org.za

Independent Journalism Centre (IJC), Moldova

53, Sciusev str.,

Chisinau MD 2012

Moldova

E-mail: ijcnews@ijc.iatp.md

Index on Censorship

33 Islington High Street

London N1 9LH United Kingdom

E-mail: contact@indexoncensorship.org

International Federation of Journalists (IFJ)

International Press Center Residence Palace

155, Rue de la Loi - Bloc C B-1040

Brussels, Belgium

E-mail: ifj@ifj.org

Journaliste en danger (Journalist in Danger, JED)

374, avenue colonel Mondjiba

Complexe Utexafrica

Galerie Saint Pierre, Kinshasa/Ngaliema

B.P. 633 Kinshasa I

Democratic Republic of Congo

E-mail: direction@jed-congo.org
Media Foundation for West Africa

PO Box LG 730

Legon, Ghana

Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA)

Mailing Address: Private Bag 13386

Windhoek, Namibia

E-mail: research@misa.org

Media Rights Agenda

10 Agboola Aine Street, off Amore Street

Ikeja, Lagos, Nigeria

Norwegian PEN

Tordenskjoldsgate 6B,

0160 Oslo

Norway

E-mail: pen@norskpen.no

PERIODISTAS, la Asociación para la Defensa del Periodismo Independiente (Argentine Association for

the Defence of Independent Journalism)

Piedras 1675, Oficina "B",

Buenos Aires, Argentina

E-mail: periodistas@asociacionperiodistas.org

or periodistas2003@hotmail.com

Southeast Asian Press Alliance (SEAPA)

538/1 Samsen Road

Dusit Bangkok 10300, Thailand

Thai Journalists Association (TJA)

538/1 Samsen Rd.

Dusit, Bangkok 10300, Thailand

E-mail: reporter@inet.co.th

World Association of Community Radio Broadcasters (AMARC)

International Secretariat:

705 Bourget Street, #100

Montreal, QC, Canada H4C 2M6

E-mail: amarc@amarc.org
World Association of Newspapers (WAN)

7 Rue Geoffroy St. Hilaire

75005 Paris

France

E-mail: contact_us@wan.asso.fr

World Press Freedom Committee (WPFC)

11690-C Sunrise Valley Drive

Reston, VA  20191

U.S.A.

E-mail: freepress@wpfc.org

