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Reference:                                                                                                                                            6 June 2004 
To:

Private Sector / Potential Partners to Arab CoE

Subject: 
ITU/BDT Arab Regional Workshop on “Internet Protocol Version-6 (IPv6)”



Tunis-Tunisia, 20-22 July 2004
Dear Sir / Madam,

On behalf of the Arab Regional Office and Center of Excellence / ITU and Tunisian Internet Agency (ATI), we are pleased to invite you to participate in the Arab Regional Workshop on “Internet Protocol Version-6 (IPv6)”, to be held in Tunis - Tunisia, from 20 to 22 July 2004.
Reference is made to the recommendations of the 5th Steering Committee Meeting (Amman, 13-15/01/2004). This workshop is a continuation of the previous efforts carried out through the delivery of the workshops carried through “Internet and Information Technology” CoE/ARB Program, and in particular “IP Applications and Digital Divide” workshop; which was held in Tunis, 17-19/06/2003, in order to build up a relevant capacity building process for the professionals in the region.

The importance of Ipv6 has been emphasized during the WSIS, and will be addressed at the second phase of this international Summit, which will be conducted in Tunis – Tunisia in 2005, as the IPv6 is part of the next generation of Internet technology. 

Ipv6 will improve the performance of the Internet and it will enable the Internet to be integrated into a wide range of devices and services in our homes, businesses and while on the move. The introduction of IPv6, alongside unrestricted access to broadband, is of great importance. Together they will help to offer citizen’s wider access to an advanced Information Society. The value of IPv6 can be realized only if the deployment effort is broadly based on a global scale.

In light of the rapid changes in the telecommunications and information sectors and internet technology, and in the light of the increasing international competition to provide information and telecommunications services, this workshop aims at shedding light on the importance of the Ipv6 at the National, Regional and International levels; The appropriate approach for migration towards Ipv6. This workshop will also focus on the trends of Ipv6 networks and applications and services, in addition to the regulatory issues related to Ipv6 new applications and offered services.

The main objectives of the workshop is to provide profound understanding of the new internet protocol, and to have more insights into technological, economical, regulatory and commercial aspects of the IPv6, based on practical approaches of Tunisia and the best practices in the world.

The target groups are operational managers and professionals in Internet issues from the Administrations, Regulatory Authorities, Operators and Service Providers, in addition to the Subject Matter Experts who are dealing with such issues or who will be prepared to handle these tasks in the future. 

Programme and Activities:

The workshop will focus on the following subjects: 

· Overview of the IPv6 protocol, its standardization status and IPv6/IPv4 coexistence and interoperability techniques.

· IPv6 development guidelines and future directions.

· Migration towards IPv6, IPv6 deployment status, routing of IPv6 on IPv4. 

· IPv6 package of capabilities; applications, services, and business cases.

· Regulatory aspects of IPv6.

· WSIS and IPv6.

· Case studies from the Region; Tunisian experience. 

It is essential to submit the Registration Form; annex (2), no later than 20 June 2004 to:

	Dr. Abdelfattah ABUQAYYAS

ITU CoE/ARB Coordinator

Tel:  +963 11 613 44 24

Fax: +963 11 613 44 26

E-mail: abuqayyas@ties.itu.int 
	OR
	Mr. Sofien BEN CHEIKH

Tunisian Internet Agency (ATI)

Tel:  +216 71 84 55 00

Fax: +216 71 84 66 00
E-mail: sofienbc@ati.tn


Please submit your contributions and/or case studies to the above-mentioned e-mails using PowerPoint or pdf format no later than 01 July 2004.

Should you need further information on the workshop, such as the Draft Agenda, the Information Note and the Hotel Registration Form, a home page is available on CoE/ARB website on the following address: http://www.ituarabic.org/coe/IPv6/

We hope that you will be able to participate and to contribute and looking forward to seeing you in Tunis.
       Yours faithfully,

	 Acting Head of ITU Arab Regional Office
	President and Chief Executive Officer 

Tunisian Internet Agency

	Dr. Miloud AMEZIANE
	Dr. Faryel BEJI


Annex: 
Annex (2): Registration Form.

Copy: Steering Committee Members.

            ITU Arab CoE Project Coordinator.
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