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Note by the secretariat

The secretariat has the honour to circulate, in the annex to the present note, a submission to the High-level Open-ended Intergovernmental Working Group on an Intergovernmental Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity -building, as contained in decision 8 of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment adopted at its tenth session held in Sirte, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 29–30 June 2004.(
Annex

Decision 8: Africa’s submission to the High-level Open-ended Intergovernmental Working Group on an Intergovernmental Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity-building

We, the Ministers of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment,

Decide:

To submit the capacity development component of the Action Plan of the Environment Initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development as Africa’s input to the work of the High Level Open-ended Intergovernmental Working Group on an Intergovernmental Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity Building.

To request that this component be used as the basis of support in capacity building in Africa.

Principles

The guiding framework for the strategic plan for technology support and capacity building should be based on the following principles:

(i) The objective of the Plan should be to enhance the capacity of African developing countries to implement their environmental programmes and to support the transfer, application, use and development of environmentally sound technology.

(ii) It should be demand driven and based on the needs of African countries. 

(iii) The Plan should complement and not duplicate existing activities and in this regard, UNEP should collaborate with other agencies and programmes such as the UNDP and the GEF as well as MEAs in the development and implementation of the Strategic plan.

(iv) The Plan should contain targets and time frames for its implementation.

(v) The Plan should be based on the mandate of UNEP.

(vi) It should also be based on a continuous review of capacity building and the technology needs of African countries.

(vii) It should also be a long-term strategic vision for capacity building.

Elements for the Strategic Plan

Possible elements for the Strategic Plan should include the following:

(i) Enhancement of capacity at national and local levels to undertake capacity needs assessment for training and technology support and technology development.

(ii) Integration of the NEPAD capacity building initiative into national strategic plans for environmental capacity building.

(iii) Enhancement of national capacity to mobilize resources for capacity building programmes.

(iv) Strengthening of national institutions responsible for the implementation of environmental programmes including, through training opportunities and research.

(v) Support development of policy frameworks for the effective implementation of global and regional environment related conventions.

(vi) Support national institutions in the collection of data, analysis and monitoring of environmental trends.

(vii) Establish, as appropriate, thematic centres of excellence using the existing structure and framework of the African Environment Information Network, to support African countries in their environmental capacity building.

(viii) To facilitate the flow of relevant and targeted information and exchange of best practices, involving African civil society, NGOs and private sector.

(ix) Technical assistance for the development, enforcement, monitoring and compliance of national environmental legislation, including empowering the judiciary.

(x) Provide assistance for compliance with and enforcement of global and regional environmental agreements.

(xi) Capacity building for effective participation by African countries in international environmental negotiations (e.g. UNEP/UNCTAD/UNDP programme on trade and environment).

(xii) Support the increased involvement of African scientists and research institutions in international environmental assessments such as the African Environment outlook.

(xiii) Strengthen environmental research and scientific institutions in African countries.

(xiv) Capacity building for integration of environmental considerations in national development strategies.

(xv) Provision of support to regional institutions and processes.

(xvi) Enhance the capacity for the application and development of new technologies and identifying and disseminating best practices.

(xvii) Facilitating access to appropriate technology through institutional arrangements.

Priority areas

The following are priority areas:

(i) Combating land degradation, drought and desertification.

(ii) Poverty and environment.

(iii) Health and environment.

(iv) Conserving wetlands.

(v) Preventing, control and management of invasive species.

(vi) Conservation and sustainable use of marine, coastal and freshwater resources.

(vii) Combating climate change.

(viii) Biodiversity.

(ix) Trans-boundary conservation and sustainable management of natural resources.

(x) Chemical and waste management.

(xi) Pollution.

(xii) Renewable energy.

(xiii) Taxonomy.
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( The text of the decision is reproduced as submitted and has not been formally edited. 
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