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Address by the African Civil Society

Your Excellencies the Presidents

Your Excellencies the Prime Ministers

Your Excellencies the Ambassadors

Distinguished Guests

Ladies and Gentlemen

I consider it a great honor to address this August Assembly on behalf of the African Civil Society.  My presence here is a manifestation of the long way we have come since we started working on the common vision of an inclusive, participative, solid and sustainable African development through the wide-spread use of Information and Communication Technology (ICT).  It is also highlights the extent and importance of the role and the responsibility of the Civil Society today.  We are fully aware of this and are promising that we will measure up to the trust you have placed in us.  
Therefore, we commit ourselves, with a stronger engagement, to continue to work for  an inclusive Information Society that will respond to the needs of our grassroots’ population.  Do we not say in Africa, that, no one knows the village better than the villager?  We are very well  acquainted to these expectations. 
Africa was the first continent to understand the importance of the value of the contribution of the Civil Society in the design, the establishment and the implementation of the African ICT Strategy.  This led to what was known in Geneva as the African Model.  
Therefore I stand here, as a witness to all our distinguished guests in this hall, to say that African leaders have accepted the Civil Society; not to disempower it, neither to strangle it, nor to dull its senses, but to help it to better deploy its energy for effective propositions, creativity, action, consensus building and mobilization in its contribution to an inclusive and participatory Information Society that will be to the service of  all, especially the women and the vulnerable among us. 

This unquestionable credibility justifies the choice of two of its members in the UN Working Group on the Internet Governance, the election of its representatives to the Board of the Digital Solidarity Fund and the Global Bureau of the Civil Society.
On behalf of the Civil Society, I would like to express gratitude to men of faith and valor who have accompanied us in this process and  the organizations that have supported our efforts.  I may mention Mr K.Y Amoako, Executive Secretary of ECA, the wonderful team at the DISD of Addis Ababa, Pietro Sicuro of Francophonie, Mr Kahn of UNESCO, and of course, Mr Yoshio Utsumi of ITU and many others who have believed in us.

We are still counting on you and on all of us that together, against all bias and misconceptions, the Civil Society will continue to contribute, in its patient and inexorable manner, to the construction of a viable Africa; an Africa with clearly determined objectives, with proper means to meet its goals and a strong determination to stand and advance just like this wonderful and smiling city of Accra is doing.
In order to reinvent this better Africa for the future, the African Civil Society  has  organized itself with an efficient, lean and effective structure for a deep-rooted development.  This structure, ACSIS, is composed of a General Coordinator, 6 sub-regional coordinators and national coordinators at all country levels.  It has elaborated a realistic, flexible and measurable Action Plan and a Road map from now till Tunis.  Your support is needed for the success of these activities.
We would also like to request support in the following area:

· The inclusion of an ACSIS member in the national delegations of countries in the WSIS process and beyond, to all issues related to the Information Society;

· The inclusion of national coordinators in the conception, the establishment and the implementation of national ICT plans like the NICIs.

· Use of the ACSIS network in issues dealing  with the selection, implementation, and follow-up mechanisms in the framework of the Digital Solidarity Fund;

· The Declaration of the 2007 as the Year of the African Civil Society by the African Union;

· The creation and the reinforcement of partnerships with international, sub-regional and national development institutions.
Thank you for your attention.
