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Stock-taking progress towards WSIS: A snapshot of our organization’s commitments
Who is TakingITGlobal? TakingITGlobal is an international youth organization, headquartered in Toronto, Canada. TakingITGlobal’s programs include TakingITGlobal.org, the world’s most popular website for young people interested in social change and global issues. TakingITGlobal has approximately 25 staff and partners with numerous other youth organizations, as well as governments, NGOs, and companies.
What is this document? During the first phase of the WSIS Summit, TakingITGlobal acted as secretariat for the WSIS Youth Caucus (a role now passed to other groups including Schoolnet Africa). Here, TakingITGlobal aims to highlight the ways we - as an organization-  are already actively responding to the WSIS Action Plan, managing global projects to enable young people to benefit from - and be active contributors to - the Information Society.

WSIS / UN ICT Taskforce-specific Contributions

· 45 minute documentary film about WSIS Youth Caucus together with Apple, UNESCO and the GKP following youth and Information Society issues such as access, appropriate technologies, and content, in six countries.

· Major youth consultation and report on future of ICT in education in partnership with Global E-schools and Communities Initiative as input to the April 2005 Meeting of the UN ICT Taskforce.
· Acting as Youth Focal Point for the Global Knowledge Partnership & partner in the development of Youth Social Entrepreneurship Initiative (YESI) to finance youth ICT projects in Asia with SDC.
Millennium Development Goals

· Producing a major report on Youth and the MDGs in cooperation with UN Youth Unit, other youth NGOs, and in liaison with the Sach’s Millennium Project, launching in April. 
· Partnership with the UN Millennium Campaign/UNDP to organize global youth campaign for MDGs – created website & physical kit to be distributed worldwide, launching April.
Capacity Building

· Empowering youth through use of ICTs –  our primary program is TakingITGlobal.org, the most popular online network for young people around major global challenges – with around 450,000 unique visitors per month (40 million hits) and more than half the audience in the South.
· Seconded 12 young staff for six-eight month assignments to partners, including UN agencies and NGOs, to help build their internal capacity to develop youth and ICT programs.

ICTs in Education

· Developed a practical research program to explore the use of multimedia technologies to teach about global issues in the classroom in partnership with HP.

· Continue work to assist teachers with professional development and inspiration to use IT effectively in the classroom – TIG staff spoke to more than 10,000 teachers at events in 2004.

Security

· Will soon launch an exciting initiative to engage young people in privacy and security issues focused on eight countries with a major ICT company for 2005 shortly.
Local Content

· Large team of translators worldwide - and technology platform ensure TIG’s huge website is available in English, French, Spanish, Russian, and Arabic.
· National websites for every country in the world – see http://connect.takingitglobal.org
· HQ in Toronto and office in Moscow coordinates global network: 5 full-time Regional Coordinators and 8 part-time Regional Editors based across all regions/major languages to gather and promote local content,
· Successful pilot almost complete in Russia for intensive local TIG program model funded by Microsoft and developed with local NGOs – already won “Best Russian Youth Internet Project” award. 
· Plan to develop a global youth media network with Oneworld International
Small Island Developing States

· Created, in partnership with UNESCO, a network of young leaders in SIDS and organized a Youth Forum at Barbados+10 in Jan 05 where the youth developed concrete project plans and met Kofi Annan.

· Working with Schoolnet Africa and the CTA to launch National Information Society Youth Campaigns during 2005 in Caribbean and Pacific, as well as Africa.
As well as contracts with several UN agencies and donations from companies such as RBC, Microsoft, Google and HP, TIG obtains funding from programming work for several partners – in 2004 we redeveloped the Digital Divide Network, created the internal website for Microsoft’s Partners in Learning, and the site for Chat the Planet, a global youth television program connecting youth through satellite seen on MTV.
If you are interested in partnering with TIG or supporting our work, please contact at the Prepcom:

Nick Moraitis – nick@takingitglobal.org 
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