Notes from Plenary Session 21st February 2005

Morning Session 10.00 – 13.00

Afternoon Session 15.00 – 17.00

As the result of the first reading on Friday of the Operational Part of the Financial Mechanisms document there were 129 proposed changes.

There are now ad hoc drafting groups being set up to look at paragraphs 18 and 23

Then this afternoon it was announced that these drafting groups have been formed and will meet this evening.

Venezuela

Cuba

Columbia

Indonesia

Djibouti

Iran 

Zambia

Senegal

Switzerland

All spoke with regard to the Digital Solidarity Fund, and in the hope of some clarification of the details.  Concerns centred specifically on voluntary contributions, distribution of funds, administration costs and fund management.

These remarks were answered at length as they were all on the same points.  Thus it was made clear that:

1. The fund is an African (NOT SWISS) initiative intended for the benefit of all.  The idea originated at NEPAD and was carried forward by the president of Senegal.  It will be set up in Switzerland only because this is where its founders have chosen.

2. It will be officially launched on 14th march 2005 in Geneva.  11.00am Intercontinental Hotel.  G8 and G21 will be invited and all other representatives welcome.

3. Its funds will be replenished through voluntary contributions.

4. Distribution of funds will be 

60% - Community Projects in LDCs

30% - Community Projects in Emerging/Developing Countries

10% - Community Projects in Developed countries.

5. The composition of the fund council will be

2/3 Governments  - will be decided at the end of phase 2

1/3 Civil-Society – already decided at regional prepcom


      1/3 Private Sector – already decided

6. The functioning of this body is important – especially re transparency

It must conform to international standards

The cost of the functioning of this body cannot exceed more than 6% of the total resources of this fund.

Concerning Implementation reports were heard from:

· ITU – importance of stocktaking process within WSIS to retain momentum, and the importance of sharing information between all parties.

· CERN – 4 action points: 1) to make contents of public education services free for all.  2) Connect all universities to the Internet and to each other.  3) Organisation of computing schools – requires additional co-operation.  4) wants to create educational partnerships between all parties, especially universities in DCs and LDCs

· International Organisation of Francophanie – includes both most and least developed countries.  Aim to work genuinely in the most multiplayer dynamic.  Want to pledge immediately to the Digital Solidarity Fund.  

· CCBI – The operational part of the document should focus more on what has been achieved.  Supports idea of a forum for discussion of implementation mechanisms. 

Civil Society reports were heard from Bertrand La Chapelle – Report on WSIS lists






  Frances Muge? Science and Technology


Work commenced on the first reading of the Report on the Work of the Group of Friends of the Chair.

· Debate centred upon the use of the date 2008 in para 2 and 6

· In para 6 there were numerous calls for reference to para 6 of the Geneva Plan of Action in order to clarify “indicative targets” and to instead use “indicative national targets.”

· For over an hour there were many amendments proposed to the sub clauses of Para 6.  These were often conflicting and it will be a complex process to establish a line between these conflicting priorities.  c, f, and g were the most problematic and there have been many alternative drafts submitted.

· Para 9 Stocktaking: problems with database as it is – not encouraging others to authorise ITU to continue the maintenance of this process.

· 10 and 11 together discuss implementation of Geneva and Tunis plan of action.  Discussion was about who should implement and co-ordinate/moderate, there were many advocating ITU, but many others arguing that the UN already has established bodies capable of carrying out this implementation. This discussion will continue on Wednesday Feb. 23rd  

· Ad hoc drafting groups on paragraph 18 room 11 and on paragraph 23 room 16 – to be discussed in plenary tomorrow, Feb. 22nd 

