UN ICT Task Force Working Group 1 (WG1) Meeting on Global ICT Policy and Governance 

Date and time of working group meeting: April 14th: 1615-1845

Venue: Conference Centre of the Jurys Ballsbridge Hotel, Dublin, Ireland

Registration: Access will be allowed only for pre-registered participants. The registration form is available on the event’s website.

The working group meeting will take place on the last day of the UN ICT Task Force Global Forum on Global Forum on ICT and Education, April 13-14 2005, Dublin, Ireland. http://www.unicttf.org/
DRAFT AGENDA 

Prepared by the Association for Progressive Communications

Contacts: Anriette Esterhuysen and Karen Banks

Contact UN ICT TF Secretariat for registration or further information: 

Serge Kapto (kapto@un.org)

Part 1: Welcome, recap and report from WG1 members 

1. Welcome by Working Group 1 convener, the Association for Progressive Communications 

2. Recap of WG1 meeting in Berlin, Nov 2004

3. Update on research into developing country impact and participation in the WSIS (David Souter/Karen Banks for APC)

4. Reports on WG1 member activities 

Break: 30 minutes

Part 2: Multi-stakeholder processes in global governance – the good, the bad and the ugly

5. Discussion in groups on participants’ understanding of and approach to multi-stakeholder processes and partnerships

6. The Global Alliance: should it be established, and if yes, how, by whom, for how long, and for what purpose?

7. Closing and next steps
Background on the discussion on MSPs

Multi-stakeholder processes and partnerships (MSPs) are on the agendas of several international processes. The UNICT Task Force itself is comprised of representatives from government, the private sector, civil society and international organizations. As it reflects on it’s own future, new mechanisms based on such an approach are being tabled, in the form of the ‘global alliance’.

The United Nations has for some years now engaged in partnerships with the private sector through the ‘Global Compact’, regularly the subject of controversy and critisizm.

WSIS (and it’s incumbent processes such as the Task Force on Financing Mechanisms and the Working Group on Internet Governance) have become experimental laboratories for exploring such partnerships. Each has approached Multi-stakeholder processes differently experienced various challenges as it carried out it’s work. 

Some would laud these approaches as veering on the revolutionary in terms of new approaches to participation in governance processes, many feel that certain stakeholders are naive in assuming the playing field can ever be level until issues of accountability, transparency and democracy are taken on board by all stakeholders equally. Some feel that it is at the national level that work has to be focused, as only a truly bottom up approach can build global processes that are inclusive and meaningful.

But what does a truly multi-stakeholder approach to governance mean in reality?

The Working Group on Internet Governance will have released it’s second round of papers which assess existing Internet governance arrangements against four sets of criteria derived from the WSIS Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action.

It’s next task will be to come up with concrete options and recommendations for the reform of existing internet governance mechanisms, and criteria for the evolution of any new governance mechanisms.

The WG1 meeting provides a timely opportunity to reflect on the work of the WGIG, and consider options for reform and evolution of other new governance mechanisms.

The format of the session will be open, facilitated discussion guided by a set of questions designed to ‘unpack’ some of the rhetoric behind the current multi-stakeholder process and partnership debates.

FURTHER BACKGROUND NOTES AND REFERENCES

Multi-stakeholder partnerships

A Framework For Multi-stakeholder Processes

http://www.earthsummit2002.org/msp/

The UN and Multi-stakeholder partnerships

The Cardoso report: a set of practical recommendations for the Secretary-General on how the UN’s relationship with civil society, as well as with private sector and parliaments, could be improved - http://www.un.org/reform/panel.htm
WSIS and MSPs 

WSIS - Paving the Way to Democratic Communication?

http://allafrica.com/stories/200502250069.html Highway Africa News Agency  (Grahamstown)

Civil Society and the Multi-Stakeholderism - Discussion emerging about opportunities and strange bedfellows (Ralf Bendrath on Worldsummit2005.org)

http://www.worldsummit2003.de/en/web/735.htm
MSP models

Working Group on Internet Governance (http://www.wgig.org)
United Nations Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships agency (UNMSP)

“Within the framework of the World Summit on the Information Society, the United Nations Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships agency (UNMSP) proposal is a proposal from some WSIS Civil Society elements, with informal consultation with some other stakeholders, that goes along the direction of the Cardoso report and beyond.”
Global Alliance (http://www.unicttf.org/)
The UN Millennium Summit, the G8 Digital Opportunity Task Force (DOT-Force), the UN ICT Task Force, the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), and others, have launched a process of bringing stakeholders from government, business and civil society together for global policy debate on the Millennium Development Goals and ICT policy and development. A truly effective and sustainable collaboration among the principal stakeholders will be essential for follow up after the end of the mandate of the UN ICT Task Force and the completion of MS + 5 and WSIS-Tunis in 2005 if the potential of ICT to promote development is to be effectively harnessed.
The UN Global Compact

Choike:  In depth - Corporate accountability (general resource site)

http://www.choike.org/nuevo_eng/informes/1294.html
Global Policy Reform: UN and Business (general resource site)

http://www.globalpolicy.org/reform/indxbiz.htm
The Global Compact: Why All the Fuss? (Peter Utting, UNRISD Publications, Jan 2003)

The two largest global development gatherings of 2002─the World Social Forum in Porto Alegre, Brazil and the World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa─focused considerable attention on the issue of public-private partnerships, in particular United Nations business partnerships. http://www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BE6B5/search/BC65635F3740379BC1256D010036BA3E?OpenDocument&cntxt=B9B7C&cookielang=en#top
UN-Business Partnership: Whose Agenda Counts? (Peter Utting, UNRISD Publications)

This paper questions the validity of the partnership approach from the perspective of fulfilling the UN's goal of promoting development and human rights for all.

Development at Risk: Rethinking UN-Business Partnerships (Ann Zammit, South Centre/UNRISD publication, 2003) 

This report forms part of a broader UNRISD inquiry into the developmental and regulatory implications of corporate social responsibility and the potential and limits of so-called voluntary initiatives for improving the social and environmental performance of large corporations.
http://www.southcentre.org/publications/developmentatrisk/newrisk.pdf
Skepticism Still Surrounds UN Partnership With Private Sector (C. Gerald Fraser

Earth Times News Service, March 2001) http://www.globalpolicy.org/reform/2001/0504skep.htm
Tangled Up In Blue. Corporate Partnerships at the United Nations (Kenny Bruno and Joshua Karliner, CorpWatch, September 1st, 2000) http://www.corpwatch.org/article.php?id=996
Assessing the Corporate ICT Agenda: Intentions, Realities & Issues for Consideration
 (Rafal Rohozinski ICT Advisor, RBEC-UNDP
, UNDP, 2001)

http://www.undp.org/rbec/ictd/workshop2001/opening_plenary/rohozinski_opening.ppt
Louder Voices and WSIS Research

Louder Voices: (Panos, CTO) http://www.panos.org.uk/global/Rprojectdetails.asp?ProjectID=1033&ID=1002&RProjectID=1055
African Participation in WSIS: review and discussion paper, commissioned by APC from David Souter (Jul 2004), http://rights.apc.org/documents/africa_wsis_review.pdf
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