Recommendations of the Civil Society in the Arab countries  Cairo 8/10/2005
Preparatory conference at a very high level  for the second phase of the  World Summit on the Information Society (Cairo May  7-10 2005).

Representatives of the associations of the Civil Society in the Arab World  who participated in the high preparatory conference for the second phase of the world Summit on the Information Society met in Cairo (May 7-10, 2005) for their 17th meeting.
Her Excellency the Ambassador Selma Hosni, Director of the observatory of civil society and the NGOs in the Arab League and Dr Mustapha Masmoudi, coordinator of the Arab Caucus of the Civil Society attended the meeting.
In their different meetings, participants discussed the role played by the Civil Society and the NGOs in implementing the basics of the new society and the different ways of founding it  with the other parties then they ended up with the following recommendations : 
The general framework
 Taking   account of the recommendations of the meeting on the principles and the strategy adopted by the first phase of the WSIS 5Geneva 2003) along with the recommendations of the Forum on women and the technologies of communication and the digital culture (May 2004),
Noting that the year 2005 is a very important year in the a chievement of the objectives of the Millenary five years later and which coincides with the 60 th anniversary of the United nations, the Arab League, and the WSIS  in its second phase in Tunis- Tunisia

Taking account of  the regional preparatory meetings of the Arab countries and the declaration of Tunis – April 2005) issued at the International Forum of the consultative organizations to the economic and social council of the United Nations about the future strategy of the information society 

Considering that the organizations of the Civil Society represent key factors in the development of the information society and in implementing the digital culture in cooperation with the different acting partners : governments,  the private sector and the regional  and international organizations 

The organizations of the Civil Society in the Arab countries call upon the international community with all its components to take into consideration the following objectives and programs.
Objectives  

· The Technologies of Information and Communication are a  necessary means to achieve  the objectives of the Millenary adopted by the United Nations and to seek an information society for all and which serves the  peoples’ needs.
· The technologies of Information and communication should be made available for all with no discrimination  and should care essentially about social classes with specific needs and handicaps . They should support all efforts made in the different aspects of solidarity in the world including digital solidarity.
·  These technologies should be made accessible to children and insure the protection of the family . Digital culture should be made available and   young generations should be trained to the respect o intellectual property rights.
· The principle  of partnership should be adopted by all acting parties interested in a sustainable development such as governments, civil societies, international organizations and private sectors in order to achieve the expected objectives.
Practical  programs
· To  participate in the production of free and open programs and in the Arabisation of the terminology in the different fields
· To make university programs about economies and legislation  that have to do with  associations  to develop the use of the technologies of information and communication in the distant learning programs and professional training  and other fields where women , children and people with specific needs can benefit  from. 
· To create an Arab Academy and specialized centers in the technology  of information  and communication and train the staff of the civil society  in the digital fields with the aim to satisfy the needs of all the benefiting classes.
· To make the technology  of information and communication accessible for all through scientific , social and cultural forums organized by the civil society  .
· To have all organizations of the civil society contribute  in the spreading of morals and behaviors specific to digital culture 

· To make the use of computers at a reasonable price available with coordination with the interested parties 

· The organizations of the civil society should support the recommendations of the declaration of Tunis and make sure that they are carried out through a  partnership with different parties.

· To encourage the generalization of legislation and laws about the circulation of information in all member states to help all the organizations of the civil society in the Arab countries  to get a computer, a e-mail and a web site 

· To organize frequent meetings with the organization of the civil society 

· To create an interactive net for the civil society in the Arab countries in the information and communication fields and a data bank  about the civil societies for the circulation of information 
· To welcome the decision of the  social and economic council to appoint a supervisor and to call upon  the Arab league to put into effect  very soon  and to generalize this consulting position among the organizations of the active civil society in all member states.

All participants agreed to inform all interested parties participating  in the World Summit on the Information Society  of the above recommendations from  the Arab countries and the International Community.
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