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1
Introduction

The Africa Regional Preparatory Meeting for the 2006 World Telecommunication Development Conference was organized by the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) in Abuja, from 5 to 7 July 2005, at the kind invitation of the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

The aim of the meeting was to examine the evolution of ICTs in the Africa region, take stock of the progress made in implementing the Istanbul Action Plan, recommend possible adjustments corresponding to the region's priorities and identify regional initiatives for submission to the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC) to be held from 7 to 15 March 2006 in Doha, Qatar.

This report gives an account of the work and results of the meeting.

2
Opening ceremony

The ceremony took place under the chairmanship of H.E. Chief Cornelius O. ADEBAYO, Minister of Communications of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. He was accompanied by H.E. Chief Chukwuemeka Chikelu, Minister of Information and National Orientation, H.E. Professor Turner Isoun, Minister of Science and Technology, Senator Baba Tella, Chairman of the Senate Communications Committee, Engineer Ernest Ndukwe, Chief Executive of the Nigerian Communications Commission (NCC), Mr Hamadoun Touré, Director of ITU-BDT, and Mr Brahima Sanou, Head of the ITU Regional Office for Africa.

In his address, Mr Hamadoun Touré, the Director of BDT, thanked the Government and people of Nigeria for having invited ITU and its members from the African continent to meet in Abuja for the purpose of sharing and coordinating their priorities in regard to the themes and methods they wished to see ITU's Development Sector implementing during the next development period (2007‑2010).

His Excellency the Minister of Communications, after welcoming the delegates on behalf of the Nigerian Government, underlined the importance of the meeting, which constituted an ideal platform from which to identify the main problems facing the countries of the Africa region with a view to reducing the digital divide. It was his wish that the conclusions of the meeting should result in recommendations reflecting the aspirations of African peoples and shaping, in the latters' interests, the decisions to be taken by WTDC-06.

The opening addresses are reproduced in Annex 1.

3
Agenda

The agenda as adopted by the meeting is contained in Annex 2.

4
Participants

The meeting was attended by .208 participants, of which there were 175 delegates from 43 countries, by 25 ITU-D Sector Members and observers and 8 subregional and regional organizations. The list of participants is contained in Annex 3.

5
Bureau of the meeting

In accordance with ITU tradition, it was the host country that chaired the meeting.

His Excellency Chief Cornelius O. Adebayo was elected Chairman. The participants elected the following countries to serve as vice-chairmen: Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Mali and Tanzania.

6
Preliminary statements by countries

Before announcing the commencement of work, the Chairman invited those delegations wishing to make a preliminary statement to take the floor. Statements were made by the following countries:

Cape Verde, Tanzania, Uganda, Botswana, Gabon, Cameroon, South Africa, Burkina Faso and Ghana.

7
Implementation of the Action Plans

7.1
Implementation of the Istanbul Action Plan adopted by WTDC-02

The BDT secretariat introduced Document 6, containing a general overview of ITU activities relating to implementation of the Istanbul Action Plan (IsAP). The introduction comprised:

•
a general overview of the telecommunication sector;

•
the implementation status of the IsAP for the period 2003-2005, particularly in regard to:

–
the six programmes;

–
the initiatives and activities;

–
the resolutions;

–
financial execution.

The Director of BDT explained that the report was a "mid-term" one since the Bureau was currently in the third year of implementation.

The participants congratulated BDT on the quality of the work accomplished and urged it to continue in that direction.

7.2
ITU contributions to achievement of the WSIS objectives

7.2.1
Presentation by BDT

The BDT secretariat introduced Document 3, relating to its contribution to achieving the objectives of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS). The document highlighted ITU's contributions towards achieving the WSIS objectives, in particular:

–
Through the implementation of Resolution 30 (Istanbul, 2002), ITU-D had regularly initiated and participated in regional events designed to prepare players for participation in WSIS.

–
Implementation of the Istanbul Action Plan (IsAP) had contributed to the establishment of an infrastructure for the information society, particularly in regard to mobile services, Internet and broadband.

–
The active participation of BDT in the first phase of WSIS, held in Geneva in December 2003, through the signature of partnership arrangements with international financial institutions, private companies, governments, training institutions, etc.

In addition, attention was drawn to the important link that exists between the action lines of the WSIS Action Plan and those of WTDC-02.

7.2.2
Country contributions:

1
Senegal
Senegal presented a contribution covering the following aspects:

a)
ITU's contribution to achieving the WSIS objectives

ITU's contribution to achieving the WSIS objectives should essentially focus on two avenues:

i)
assisting countries in the elaboration of national strategies and appropriate policies for the development of ICT;

ii)
assisting countries in the elaboration of national e-strategies and e-applications.

ITU must play a central role in the implementation of the WSIS Action Plan, particularly in regard to the developing countries, through increased assistance in the definition, elaboration and implementation of national strategies for the development of telecommunications and ICT (definition of a general framework, training and upgrading workshops, fundraising, provision of experts, etc.).

BDT should likewise bring forth its expertise in regard to:

•
the identification of structure-building community projects and programmes to facilitate low-cost access to ICTs;

•
participation in the digital solidarity fund, by exercising its role as a catalyst.

b)
ITU's role and position in the mechanics of WSIS implementation

ITU, as the organizer of the Summit and Chairman of HLSOC, has fully proven that it has the competence and experience to carry through the work of follow-up and implementation.

ITU should be responsible for overall coordination of the various action lines, while each major thematic action line should be supervised and coordinated by an international organization from the United Nations system (WHO, UNESCO, FAO, ITU, ...).

Senegal therefore strongly supports a strengthening of the role to be played by ITU in the follow-up and coordination of the WSIS Action Plan.

2
Uganda
a)
ITU's contribution to achievement of the WSIS objectives

Uganda considers ITU to have played a major role in the coordination of and preparations for the first and second phases of WSIS. It therefore sees it as logical that the preparation of the Doha Action Plan should take account of the WSIS Action Plan as approved in Geneva during Phase 1, together with any amendments or modifications arising from the Tunis Summit.

b)
ITU's role and position in the United Nations system

Bearing in mind ITU's role as mentioned above and its capacity in the ICT sector, Uganda considers it desirable that ITU should be designated as the United Nations lead agency for coordinating and following up the actions necessary in order to implement the WSIS Action Plans.

7.2.3
Discussions and adoption of a resolution

The above statements were followed by a number of interventions, in the course of which the delegates unanimously:

•
congratulated BDT on its well-documented presentation and the multifaceted assistance provided to countries, while at the same time calling on it to accord special significance to the areas of e-health, the regulation of voice over IP, and the management of scarce resources;

•
congratulated and supported Senegal and Uganda on their important contributions;

•
endorsed the proposals made in the contributions by Senegal and Uganda to the effect that ITU be entrusted with the roles specified therein;

•
decided to adopt a resolution (see Annex 4) urging ITU Member States from the African region to promote these decisions during Precom-3 and on the occasion of the Summit in Tunis, and requesting the ITU Secretary General to transmit the spirit of the  resolution to the forthcoming ITU Council meeting;

•
emphasized the importance of the Doha Action Plan for strengthening the WSIS objectives.

The Director of BDT thanked the countries for their recognition of the role that ITU plays in the preparation and coordination of the WSIS actions.

On the question of development prospects, delegates acknowledged that the issues raised in the report by the BDT secretariat called for in-depth consideration within the framework of a plenipotentiary conference.

8
ICT development trends: constraints and prospects

The BDT secretariat presented Document 5(Rev.1) concerning telecommunication and ICT markets and trends in Africa, which emphasized the following topics in particular:

•
market structure;

•
fixed-line networks;

•
the main characteristics of the mobile communication sector in Africa;

•
constraints on the development of the Internet, particularly the low level of penetration of broadband technology, fixed telephone service and ADSL service.

The meeting took note of the report with interest.

9
Working topics and other matters to be included in BDT programmes and activities

The objective was to give participants an opportunity to review the programmes and activities defined as forming the framework for elaborating ITU‑D's various four-year action plans. To that end, Document 2 and Information Document INF/3 were presented by the BDT secretariat. Those documents recalled the structure of the action plan approved in Istanbul, consisting of programmes, activities and initiatives, and invited members to propose any adjustments that might be necessary for the next cycle.

The contributions from Ethiopia (Document 7), Mali (Document 8), Senegal (Document 9), Uganda (Document 10), Malawi (Document 11) and Guinea (Document 14) on the matters in question were presented.

The delegates took note of the presentations and expressed their support overall for the existing programmes, while stressing the importance of adjustments being made as the region's needs evolve.

10
Presentation of regional initiatives and BDT lines of action

On the basis of the contributions by the Member States and Sector Members and the statement by the ministerial symposium (Abuja, 4 July 2005), the BDT secretariat presented a table containing a classification of all the regional initiatives distributed among four categories, namely infrastructure, environment, capacity building and partnerships.

In all, 40 proposals were presented.

An ad hoc committee was appointed to analyse the contributions, sort them into groups and suggest the regional initiatives having high priority. That committee, chaired by Mr Patrick Masambu (Uganda), presented its conclusions to the plenary, which approved them. The table below summarizes the regional initiatives that were agreed upon:

	References to DT/5(Rev.1)
	Regional initiatives
	Focal point
	Beneficiary countries
	Enabling environment
	Infrastructure
	Capacity building
	Cooperation and partnerships

	2, 19
	Strengthening and harmonizing regulatory frameworks
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	3, 30
	Regional telecommunication market observatory
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	4
	Regional roaming initiative
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	5, 10, 16, 17, 20
	Development of ICT enabling policies, strategies and action plans both at Regional and National levels
	
	
	X
	X
	
	

	6, 24
	Introduction of digital technologies especially for broadcasting
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	7
	Promotion of the development of broadband infrastructure in Africa, including the development of a sub regional connectivity backbone
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	8, 13, 31, 32
	Strengthen the Centre of Excellence project and expand it into a Network of Excellence, as well as reinforce the Sub-Regional Maintenance centres
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	1, 11, 12, 18
	Formulation/review of new or existing policies aiming at fostering sustainable investment in rural areas, promoting private/public partnerships
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	21
	Establishment of a part time regional ICT Think Tank
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	26
	East African Submarine Cable System project
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	27
	NEPAD e-schools project
	
	
	
	X
	X
	

	28
	Establishment and interconnection of national internet exchange points
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	29
	RASCOM project
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	33
	COMTEL project
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	36
	Creation of a Centre of Excellence for Portuguese speaking countries
	
	
	
	
	X
	

	37
	SADC Region Information Infrastructure (SRII) project
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	38
	e-Post Africa project
	
	
	
	X
	
	

	39
	African Telecommunications Numbering Space
	
	
	X
	
	
	

	40
	ICT project for Youth and Women
	
	
	X
	
	X
	


11
Study groups

Document 9 was presented once again by Senegal, with reference to the section on the work of the study groups. It recommended that ITU‑D Study Groups 1 and 2 be retained, inasmuch as they responded to members' needs and took proper account of the developing countries' issues and concerns.

Several countries took the floor to underscore the need for greater awareness on the part of Member States with a view to their participation in the work of the study groups.

The meeting decided to support the principle of the revision of Resolution 9.

12
Consideration of resolutions and recommendations of the Istanbul Action Plan

Senegal proposed that Resolutions 5, 11, 13, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22, 29 and 30 adopted in Istanbul be retained (see Document 9).

The proposal was supported, with the clarification that the resolutions in question could be adapted or reworked if need be, prior to being presented to WTDC‑06.

13
Strategic development issues

Nigeria presented Document 12, which asked BDT to continue to give priority to initiatives relating to young people and gender issues, with a view to facilitating access to ICTs for the people in question. It also stressed the importance of continuing to promote partnerships with the private sector in order to maximize the implementation of ICT projects in developing countries.

14
Regional presence

Mali (Document 8), Senegal (Document 9) and Uganda (Document 10) presented contributions concerned with strengthening the regional presence of ITU so as to make it more effective in carrying out its mission, particularly in the area of development. The meeting supported these proposals.

15
Miscellaneous

Several delegations announced information about future events that were to take place in their countries.

Gambia informed the meeting of the results of the work of the African Civil Society Forum, in order that BDT might take that information into account in its future activities.

The participants thank the host country and its authorities for their excellent organization of the meeting and their wonderful hospitality. They especially thanked H. E. Philippe Mvouo the Minister of Post and Telecommunication responsible for new Technology for Information of Congo for his valuable contribution whilst chairing the meeting.
______________
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