SAVE THE DATE

WSIS REGIONAL CIVIL SOCIETY MEETING FOR WEST ASIA
KISH ISLAND, IRAN

AUGUST 23-25

Volunteer Actors:  The Iran CSOs Training and Research Center <www.irancsos.net>, the WSIS Focal Point for West Asia is hosting a regional CSO meeting on WSIS in Kish Island, Iran, August 23-25, 2005.  A brief outline of the goals, schedule, participant descriptions, and logistical information is provided below: 


Goals: 
1. Increase Capacity of Participants; 
2. Promote regional and International Networking and Civil Society Building; 
3. Develop a statement or set of recommendations with respect to the WSIS from the West Asia Region. 
4. Exchange of information and experiences of participants. 



Meeting Schedule: 
• Day One:  A series of short presentations addressing access to information, freedom of expression on the internet, collaboration between policymakers and civil society in ensuring access to information, cultural diversity, ICT and civil society, ICT and women’s empowerment and ICT and the Media followed by a general discussions among participants. 

• Day Two: Four training workshops. Currently we are planning workshops on Empowering women through ICT; Secure Communications; Empowering the Media through ICT; and Empowering Civil Society through Virtual Networks. 

• Day Three:  Small group work by participants resulting in a statement and/or recommendations from the region for the WSIS. 



Participants: 
There will be approximately 45-50 participants at the event .Meeting participants will include representatives from media associations and organizations, journalists, webloggers, representatives from non-governmental organization and organizations working on the information society and ICT (including organizations committed to research and development, promotion of access and think tanks). 


Registration:
Space is limited.  Participants interested in attending this meeting should send an email to: <wsis@irancsos.net> as soon as possible, with complete contact information (organization name, title/position, participant name, passport information, nationality, address, phone number, email address and web address) as well as one paragraph description of their organization or professional experience.  Participants will be notified about their registration status by email.  

Logistical Information: 
There are no visa requirements for Kish Island, as it is a free trade zone and travel needs to take place via Dubai International Airport, UAE.  Volunteer Actors will have to make flight arrangements from Dubai to Kish Island, once the travel date to Dubai is set.  Arrangements for hotel and transportation will also be made by Volunteer Actors.  Participants should cover the cost of their own travel and lodging.  Hotel costs are approximately $70.00 per night.
