Contribution on the Chapter one (on implementation mechanisms) of the document of the Friends of the Chair

On behalf of the informal coalition on financing (AMARC, Association for Progressive Communications - APC, CRIS - Communication Rights in the Information Society, Digital Divide data, IT for Change, Bread for All and the Third World Institute – iTem).

Mister Chairman,

Thank you for the opportunity to address this audience. I take the floor today on behalf of the Civil Society informal coalition on financing, which has been working intensively on the question of implementation of the WSIS plan of Action.

The informal coalition on financing is very preoccupied by the recent changes which have been proposed for chapter one of the operational part of the Tunis document. The the changes to paragraphs 10, 11 and 29 have completely removed the specific implementation structures consisting of multi-stakeholder teams around various action lines, with overall co-ordination by a ‘well-defined co-ordination body’.

Mr Chairman, distinguished delegates, in a few days, the Heads of State and Governments will gather in New-York for the High-Level Plenary Meeting of the United Nations General Assembly. During this meeting, they will take concrete measures to ensure effective follow-up of the outcomes of the Millennium Summit. In the outcomes document that the Heads of states will consider in New-York, the potential of ICTs to contribute to poverty reduction is outlined in section 38, in which  governements:

“Recognize that science and technology, including information and communication technology, play a critical role in the achievement of the development goals and that international support is essential for enabling developing countries to benefit from the thechnological advancements”

Mr Chairman, distinguished delegates, after several months of negotiation, the Geneva WSIS plan of Action has set ambitious targets to build a “people centred and inclusive information society and to bridge the digital divide”. Those targets are based on internationally agreed development goals and are intended to be achieved by 2015. Among those targets, are: 
- to ensure that more than half the world’s inhabitants have access to ICTs within their reach (§6 j)

- to ensure that all of the world's population have access to television and radio services (§6h)

- to connect universities, colleges, secondary schools and primary schools with ICTs (§6b)

- to connect villages with ICTs and establish community access points (§6a)
The second phase of the Summit is important to reaffirm the importance of those targets, but even more, it is crucial to go one step further and to find agreement amongst governments on the mechanisms required to follow-up and monitor the implementation of those targets. For the informal coalition on financing implementation will be the crucial issue of the Tunis Summit, because implementation determines the sustainability of the whole process. 

Accordingly the Informal Coalition on Financing ICTD makes the following recommendations regarding the follow-up and implementation of the WSIS:

· Creation of multi-stakeholder teams around each action line in the Geneva and Tunis plan of Action, with a well defined overall co-ordination body with a specific mandate and clearly defined role regarding the follow-up and implementation of the WSIS Plan of Action. Paragraph 11 should reflect this.

· That the WSIS implementation and follow-up mechanisms include a body such as the Global Alliance/Network of key actors from a wide variety of stakeholders, e.g. along the lines proposed by the UN ICT Task Force
· The proposal for a multi-stakeholder ‘forum’ for internet governance arising from the report of the Working Group on Internet Governance should be included as part of the WSIS implementation process because such a forum will advance the policy engagement among a broad range of stakeholders that is critical for there to be successful internet governance across such a wide range of public policy issues and institutions. 

· Provision should be made for 5 and 10 year reviews of progress towards implementing the WSIS Plan of Action.

Mr Chairman, we sincerely hope those proposals will help structure the discussion and move it forward and we reiterate our request for a structured dialogue with other stakeholders on this crucial issue.

