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I am a local youth activist that represented Liberia at the 3rd World Youth Congress in Scotland from July 28-August 8 2005, and I am a member of THIMUN Youth Network (TYN) that is participating in the World Summit on the Information Society PrepComm 3 in Geneva.
Africa, the second largest continent in the world with immense natural and human resources as well as great cultural, is still a dot on the map of globalization. In conflict areas, or areas recovering from conflict in Africa, existing telecommunication infrastructure can not reach the buck of the population. Fifty percent of the available infrastructure is concentrated in capital cities, where only ten percent of the populations live. African consumers pay among the highest telecommunication tariffs in the world, despite having some of the worlds lowest GPD. Africa still pays 400 million dollar a year in transit fee to route a call through Europe.
Of the approximately 816 million people in Africa in 2001, it is estimated that only:

· One in four has a radio;
· One in thirteen has a radio;

· One in thirty-five has a mobile phone;

· One in forty has fixed line; and
· One in sixty uses the internet.
Despite the rapid growth of information and communication technologies, some countries in Africa - particularly areas recovering from conflict - still do not have their own national television broadcaster (example: Liberia, Somalia, and Sierra Leone). Unreliable fixed line networks in most of Sub-Saharan Africa are still a major impediment to widespread internet uptake. China installed more telephone lines in a year than the total installation in Africa over a century. According to a recent research carried out in Africa, youths are saying technology penetration in Africa has been slow due to the following:
a)
Irregular or non-existent electricity supplies are a major barrier to use ICTs, especially outside the major towns.
b) 
Many countries in Africa have an extremely limited power distribution network, which does not penetrate significantly into rural areas.
c) 
The road, rail, and air transportation networks are limited, costly and often in poor condition.
d)
Congested border posts and visa requirement add to these difficulties.
e)
Brain drain and low level of education and literacy programs has created   a great scarcity of skills and expertise.
f) 
Low scale in the African civil service is a chronic problem for the governments and NGOs in Africa, that are now losing their brightest and most experienced people to the private sector.
g) 
Business climate for increasing investment in Africa relating to ICTs suffer from well known problems such as: small market divides by arbitrary borders, non-transparency, limited opportunities, monopoly, high level of state control, instability and inflation.

The biggest problem is the exclusion and marginalization of youth from the information and communication technology (ICT). Youth constitute a large portion of the complete population in   Africa, but despite this large number of youth, we have no saying on how ICTs are delivered. The repeating exclusion and marginalization of youth in the ICT sector has led to an increase in crime, drugs abuse, prostitution, and participation in civil conflict as we are witnessing in Ivory Coast and Somalia at this very moment. Disabled  youth in Africa suffer the worse  in  terms of  exclusion and  marginalization in  Less Developed Countries (LCDs) regarding  ICTs, and  have  no  access to any ICT facility.

Though, it is now time to realize the potential of the African Youth. It  is impossible  for Africa as a continent - as it is in every other continent - to effect development in any information and/or communication sector, without an actively participating  and youthful labour force. It is clear that the buck of ICT based workforce in most developed countries is the youth. Africa can turn our digital divide into a digital opportunity by acknowledging and supporting the youth for the present and in the future.
In this view, I humbly appeal to the African Caucus and its members to sponsor my participation to the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) scheduled for November 16-18 2005 in Tunis, Tunisia. I also appeal to the African Caucus and Governments to put young people on their Delegation to the coming World Summit on the Information Society in November.

Regards,

Zolu Gobah

Note: Attached is the Policy Document that was endorsed by 600 Young Activist in Scotland in July and August 2005.

