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Additional text underlined. Deleted text strikethrough. Comments in italics.

	Original text (DT/10)
	Source
	Comments / contributions

	1. Introduction
	
	

	39. We reaffirm the principles enunciated in the Geneva phase of the WSIS, in December 2003, that the international management of the Internet should be multilateral, transparent and democratic, with the full involvement of governments, the private sector, civil society and international organizations. It should ensure an equitable distribution of resources, facilitate access for all and ensure a stable and secure functioning of the Internet, taking into account multilingualism. 


	WSIS Gender Caucus
	We reaffirm the principles enunciated in the Geneva phase of the WSIS, in December 2003, that the Internet is a central element of the infrastructure of the emerging information society, and its international management of the Internet should be multilateral, transparent and democratic, with the full involvement of governments, the private sector, civil society and international organizations. It should ensure an equitable distribution of resources, facilitate access and affordability for all and ensure a stable and secure functioning of the Internet, taking into account multilingualism and a gender equality perspective.

	
	WSIS CS Youth Caucus
	39.
We reaffirm the principles enunciated in the Geneva phase of the WSIS, in December 2003, that the international management of the Internet should be multilateral, transparent and democratic, with the full involvement of governments, the private sector, civil society and international organizations. It should ensure an equitable distribution of resources, facilitate affordable access for all and ensure a stable and secure functioning of the Internet, taking into account multilingualism. 



	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	40. We thank the UN Secretary-General for establishing the Working Group on Internet Governance (WGIG). We commend the chairman and members for their work and for their report.


	WSIS CS Youth Caucus
	40.
We thank the UN Secretary-General for establishing the Working Group on Internet Governance (WGIG). We commend the chairman and members for their work and for their report that reflected an open, inclusive multi-stakeholder consultative process.


	
	
	

	
	
	

	41. We take note of the WGIG’s report that has endeavoured to develop a working definition of Internet governance. It has helped identify the public policy issues that are relevant to Internet governance. The report has also crystallised our understanding of the respective roles and responsibilities of governments, existing intergovernmental and international organisations and other forums as well as the private sector and civil society from both developing and developed countries.

	WSIS CS Youth Caucus
	41.
We take note of the WGIG’s report that has endeavoured to develop a working definition of Internet governance. It has helped identify the public policy and developmental issues that are relevant to Internet governance. The report has also crystallised our understanding of the respective roles and responsibilities of governments, existing intergovernmental and international organisations and other forums as well as the private sector and civil society from both developing and developed countries.


	
	
	

	
	
	

	42. Internet governance is the development and application by governments, the private sector and civil society, in their respective roles, of shared principles, norms, rules, decision-making procedures, and programmes that shape the evolution and use of the Internet.


	
	

	2. Stakeholders


	(Text developed by drafting group and approved in Sub-Committee, 26 Sept)

	43.  c) Civil society has also played an important role on Internet matters, especially at community level, and should continue to play such a role;

	WSIS CS Internet Governance Caucus
	c) Civil society has also played an important role on Internet matters, especially at community level, and should continue to play such a role;. This role has ranged from capacity building at the community level to the contribution of much of the technological innovation and to the creation of much of the content that makes the Internet what it is today.  Civil Society should continue to play such a role.



	
	WSIS CS Africa Caucus
	Additional paragraphs

a) Policy authority for Internet-related public policy issues is the sovereign right of States. They have rights and responsibilities for international Internet-related public policy issues;

b) The private sector has had and should continue to have an important role in the development of the Internet, both in the technical and economic fields;
c) Civil society has also played an important role on Internet matters, especially at community level, raising awareness of all stakeholders for public interest, development needs and they should continue to play such a role;

	
	WSIS Gender Caucus
	43.
We reaffirm that the management of the Internet encompasses both technical and public policy issues and should involve all stakeholders and relevant intergovernmental and international organizations to achieve universal access and promotion of all aspects of human rights. In this respect it is recognized that:
a) Policy authority for Internet-related public policy issues is the sovereign right of States. They have rights and responsibilities for international Internet-related public policy issues;

b) The private sector has had and should continue to have an important role in the development and management of the Internet, both in the technical and economic and social development fields;
c) Civil society has also played an important role on Internet matters, in the development of the Internet as developers, end-users and stakeholders, in policy formulation and implementation,  especially at the community level, and should continue to play such a role; 
d) Intergovernmental organizations have had and should continue to have a facilitating role in the coordination of Internet-related public policy issues;
e) International organizations have also had and should continue to have an important role in the development of Internet-related technical standards and relevant policies.


	
	WSIS CS Youth Caucus
	c) Civil society and Internet user communities (netizens) has also played an important role on Internet matters, especially at community level, and should continue to play such a role;


	New 43 B.
	WSIS Gender Caucus
	New43bis
We take note that freedom of expression and communication rights are cross-cutting principles in Internet governance and should not be sacrificed in its implementation.

	

	44.
	WSIS CS Africa Caucus
	44.
We seek to improve the coordination of the activities of international and intergovernmental organisations and other institutions concerned with Internet Governance and the exchange of information among themselves. A multi-stakeholder approach should be adopted, as far as possible at all levels

	
	WSIS Gender Caucus
	44.
We seek to improve the coordination of the activities of international and intergovernmental organisations and other institutions concerned with Internet Governance and the exchange of information among themselves. A multi-stakeholder approach should be adopted, as far as possible, at all levels. Principles and rules of the multi-stakeholder approach should be elaborated and implemented at international, regional and national levels.

	
	WSIS CS Africa Caucus
	45 Bis:   input from draft Africa Group Position: We seek to ensure equitable distribution of root server instances to facilitate access and we further seek internationalisation of root server management.

	3. Public policy issues relevant to Internet Governance

	
	
	

	3a) Infrastructure and management of critical Internet resources (see also Room Document 1)

	
	
	

	3a)
	
	

	
	
	

	45. We recognise that, for historical reasons, the authorisation of changes in the root zone file system of the Internet has rested with a single government. We express our appreciation for the way in which this task has been handled and acknowledge the priority given to the security, stability and continuity of the Internet.


	WSIS Gender Caucus
	45.
We recognise that, for historical reasons, the authorisation of changes in the root zone file system of the Internet has rested with a single government. We express our appreciation for the way in which this task has been handled and acknowledge wish to continue the priority given to the security, stability and continuity of the Internet.

	
	
	

	
	WSIS CS Youth Caucus
	New 45 bis: On the other hand, we reaffirm that the management and evolution of the Internet must rest on the hands of sovereign States thus now call for a multilateral control of the Internet. A governance mechanism must be established after the Tunis Summit wherein Governments, both developed and developing; private sector; netizens and civil society are partners in the consultation and establishment process.


	46. We strive to establish a transition to a new cooperation model that helps up implement the “Geneva principles” regarding the role of governments and all stakeholders. Institutional arrangements for Internet Governance should be founded on a more solid democratic, transparent and multilateral basis, with a stronger emphasis on the public policy interests of all governments, and with clarification of the relationships among the different actors.

	WSIS Gender Caucus
	46.
We strive to establish a transition to a new cooperation model that helps up us implement the “Geneva principles” regarding the role of governments and all stakeholders and fulfil international development agreements. Institutional arrangements for Internet Governance should be founded on a more solid democratic, transparent and multilateral basis, with a stronger emphasis on the public policy interests of all governments, and with clarification of the relationships among the different actors.

	
	WSIS CS Youth Caucus
	46.
We strive to establish a transition to a new cooperation model that helps up implement the “Geneva principles” regarding the role of governments and all stakeholders. Institutional arrangements for Internet Governance should be founded on a more solid democratic, geographically balanced, transparent and multilateral basis, with a stronger emphasis on the public policy and developmental interests of all governments, and with clarification of the relationships among the different actors.


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	47. We seek to ensure balanced access to IP addressing resources on a geographical basis.
	WSIS CS Africa Caucus
	47.
We seek to ensure balanced access to IP addressing resources on a geographical basis.

Supporting the Africa Group draft report : 

We call for the reinforcement of the specialised regional internet resource management institutions to guarantee each region’s right to manage its own internet resources, while maintaining effective global coordination.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	48. We recognise the need for elaboration of policies concerning the management and further development of the domain name space.

	WSIS CS Africa Caucus
	The management of country code top-level domain names (ccTLDS) should remain the sovereignty of local internet community in respective country (rfc.org RFC1591) .

	49.
We seek to counter the growing threats to the stability and security of the Internet. We reaffirm that a global culture of cyber-security needs to be promoted, developed and implemented in cooperation with all stakeholders and international expert bodies. These efforts should be supported by increased international cooperation. Within this global culture of cyber-security, it is important to enhance security and to ensure the protection of data and privacy, while enhancing access and trade. In addition, it must take into account the level of social and economic development of each country and respect the development-oriented aspects of the Information Society.


	WSIS Gender Caucus
	We seek to counter the growing threats to the stability and security of the Internet. We reaffirm that a global culture of cyber-security needs to be promoted, developed and implemented in cooperation with all stakeholders and international expert bodies. These efforts should be supported by increased international cooperation and the respect of all aspects of Human Rights.. Within this global culture of cyber-security, it is important to enhance security and to ensure the protection of data and privacy for all, while enhancing access and trade. In addition, it must take into account the level of social and economic development of each country and respect the development-oriented aspects of the Information Society.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	WSIS CS Youth Caucus
	49.
We seek to counter the growing threats to the stability and security of the Internet. We reaffirm that a global culture of cyber-security needs to be promoted, developed and implemented in cooperation with all stakeholders and international expert bodies. These efforts should be supported by increased international cooperation under the leadership of OECD member countries given their expertise and wide experience. Within this global culture of cyber-security, it is important to enhance security and to ensure the protection of information, data and privacy, while enhancing access and trade. In addition, it must take into account the level of social and economic development of each country and respect the development-oriented aspects of the Information Society.



	
	WSIS Civil Society Privacy and Security Working Group

WSIS Civil Society Human Rights Caucus
	Note: This is agreed language from paragraph 35 of the Geneva Declaration of Principles, but the first part on “consumer protection” and “user confidence” is missing.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	50. We underline the need to develop effective instruments and efficient mechanisms for the prosecution of crimes using technological means, that are committed in one jurisdiction but have effects in another. We call upon governments, in cooperation with other stakeholders, to continue to develop appropriate instruments and mechanisms, including treaties and enhanced cooperation, to allow for effective criminal investigation and prosecution of crimes committed in cyberspace as well as against networks and technological resources. This should address the problem of cross-border jurisdiction, regardless of the territory from which the crime was committed and/or the location of the technological means used, while respecting sovereignty. 

	WSIS Civil Society Privacy and Security Working Group

WSIS Civil Society Human Rights Caucus
	50. 
We underline the need to develop … technological means used, while respecting human rights, sovereignty, openness, accountability, and civil liberties. All efforts in this regard must be consistent with the rights to freedom of expression and privacy, and they must comply with the principles of due legal process.

	
	WSIS Gender Caucus
	50.
We underline the need to develop effective instruments and efficient mechanisms for the prosecution of crimes using technological means, that are committed in one jurisdiction but have effects in another. We call upon governments, in cooperation with other stakeholders, to continue to develop appropriate gender responsive instruments and mechanisms, including treaties and enhanced cooperation, to allow for effective criminal investigation and prosecution of crimes committed in cyberspace as well as against networks and technological resources. This should address the problem of cross-border jurisdiction, regardless of the territory from which the crime was committed and/or the location of the technological means used, while respecting sovereignty.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	51. We resolve to deal effectively with the significant and growing problem posed by spam. We call upon governments, in cooperation with other stakeholders, to adopt a multi-pronged approach to counter spam. This would entail:

a)
appropriate legislation and enforcement;

b)
development of technical measures;

c)
establishment of multi-stakeholder partnerships;

d)
awareness raising and user education of measures;

e)
development of a global and coordinated approach to the problem.


	WSIS Civil Society Privacy and Security Working Group

WSIS Civil Society Human Rights Caucus
	51.
We resolve to deal effectively with the significant and growing problems posed by of privacy invasion, identity-theft and spam. We call upon governments, in cooperation with other stakeholders, to adopt a multi-pronged approach to counter these problems. This would entail:

a)
appropriate legislation and enforcement;

b)
privacy impact assessments and the  development of technical measures;

c)
establishment of multi-stakeholder partnerships;

d)
awareness raising and education of policy makers, data controllers, end-users and producers about privacy-enhancing measures;

e)
development of a global and coordinated approach to the problems;

f)
mainstreaming of measures to ensure privacy protection in internet governance capacity-building programs.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	WSIS CS Youth Caucus
	51.
We resolve to deal effectively with the significant and growing problem posed by spam. We call upon governments, in cooperation with other stakeholders, to adopt a multi-pronged approach to counter spam. This would entail:

a)
appropriate legislation and enforcement;

b)
development of technical measures and anti-spam software technologies;

c)
establishment of multi-stakeholder partnerships;

d)
awareness raising and user education of anti-spam measures;

e)
development of a global and coordinated approach to the problem.



	
	WSIS Gender Caucus
	51.
We resolve to deal effectively with the significant and growing problem posed by spam. We call upon governments, in cooperation with other stakeholders, to adopt a multi-pronged approach to counter spam. This would entail:

a) a)  appropriate legislation and enforcement;

b) b)  development of technical measures which are gender sensitive ;

c)

c)  establishment of multi-stakeholder partnerships in which men and women are equally represented ;

d)
d)  awareness raising and user education of anti-spam measures;
e) development of a global gender-responsive and coordinated approach to the problem.

	52.
We reaffirm our commitment to the freedom to seek, receive, impart and use information for the creation, accumulation and dissemination of knowledge. We urge that measures undertaken to ensure Internet stability and security, to fight cybercrime and to counter spam do not violate the provisions for freedom of expression as contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the WSIS Declaration of Principles.

	WSIS Civil Society Privacy and Security Working Group

WSIS Civil Society Human Rights Caucus
	52. We reaffirm our commitment to the freedom to seek, receive, impart and use information for the creation, accumulation and dissemination of knowledge. We will ensure that measures undertaken to ensure Internet stability and security, to fight cybercrime and to counter spam protect and promote do not violate the provisions for privacy and freedom of expression as contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the WSIS Declaration of Principles.

Additional sentence:
We are committed to include in the future framework for internet governance specific means to ensure that human rights are respected and protection under human rights law enforced. This applies both to intergovernmental, private sector, and multi-stakeholder Internet governance mechanisms.

	
	WSIS Gender Caucus
	52.
We reaffirm our commitment to the freedom to seek, receive, impart and use information for the creation, accumulation and dissemination of knowledge. We urge that measures undertaken to ensure Internet stability and security, to fight cybercrime and to counter spam do not violate the provisions for freedom of expression and human rights as contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the WSIS Declaration of Principles the Beijing Platform for Action and other human rights conventions and declarations..


	
	WSIS CS Youth Caucus
	New proposed para 52bis:

We call on the international community to come up with concrete recommendations to promote ethical business practices and avert the further addiction of youth to online gaming and gambling.

We further call the international community to strengthen the fight against cyber-pornography and build the technical capacity and legal policies of Governments on this regard.



	
	
	

	53. We encourage those governments that have adopted legislation on privacy and/or data protection to coordinate these measures, and their enforcement, with other countries and we call upon those governments that have not yet developed such measures to consider doing so, with the participation of all stakeholders.

	WSIS Gender Caucus
	53.
We encourage those governments that have adopted legislation on privacy and/or data protection to coordinate these measures, and their enforcement, with other countries and we call upon those governments that have not yet developed such measures to consider doing do so, as a matter of urgency, with the participation of all stakeholders.

	
	
	

	
	WSIS Civil Society Privacy and Security Working Group

WSIS Civil Society Human Rights Caucus
	New 53a.
 The right to privacy is a human right and is essential, especially on the Internet where all social interaction takes place through technology. The collection, retention, use and disclosure of personal data, no matter by whom, should remain under the control of and determined by the individual concerned.
53b. (revised old 53) 
We encourage those governments that have adopted legislation on privacy and/or data protection to coordinate these measures, and their enforcement, with other countries and stakeholders, and we call upon urge those governments that have not yet developed such measures to consider doing do so, with the participation of all stakeholders. The broad set of privacy issues related to Internet governance should be discussed in a multi-stakeholder setting. We agree on the establishment of a global Privacy Forum.

New 53c.  International, national and local measures must ensure open and transparent voting processes that fully and completely guarantee the privacy and integrity of the vote if and when electronic voting technologies are implemented.

	
	
	

	54. We call for the policy and privacy requirements of global electronic authentication systems to be developed through a multi-stakeholder process.


	WSIS Civil Society Privacy and Security Working Group

WSIS Civil Society Human Rights Caucus


	54.
We call for the policy and privacy requirements of global electronic authentication systems to be developed through a multi-stakeholder process. The possibility of communicating and using the Internet anonymously must be ensured for everyone.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	55. We note with satisfaction the increasing volume and value of the purchase of goods and services using e-commerce, both within and across national boundaries. We call for the development of consumer protection laws and enforcement mechanisms to protect the rights of consumers during the online purchase of goods and services, and for enhanced international cooperation to facilitate a further expansion of the possibilities of e-commerce as well as consumer confidence in it.

	WSIS CS Africa Caucus
	55.
We note with satisfaction the increasing volume and value of the purchase of goods and services using e-commerce, both within and across national boundaries. We call for the development of consumer protection laws and enforcement mechanisms to protect the rights of consumers during the online purchase of goods and services, and for enhanced international cooperation to facilitate a further expansion of the possibilities of e-commerce as well as consumer confidence in it.

	
	WSIS CS Africa Caucus
	56. bis 
We resolve to promote access to knowledge, developing countries content databases and ensure that IPR enforcement does not hinder development.  

56. ter  Promote the use of free and open source software

	
	WSIS Gender Caucus
	55.
We note with satisfaction the increasing volume and value of the purchase of goods and services using e-commerce, both within and across national boundaries. We call for the development of consumer protection laws and enforcement mechanisms to protect the rights of consumers during the online purchase of goods and services, and for enhanced international cooperation to facilitate a further expansion of the possibilities of e-commerce as well as consumer confidence in it.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	
	
	

	4. Measures to promote development

	
	
	

	56. We reaffirm our commitment to turning the digital divide into a digital opportunity, and ensuring harmonious, fair and equitable development for all, particularly for those who risk being left behind and being further marginalized.

	Informal Coalition on Financing ICTD (AMARC, APC, Bread for All, CRIS, IT for Change, IteM)


	56 (a). We recognize that apart from being a logical infrastructure, the Internet consists as much in the physical network that connects all people and enables them to use it for ‘achieving their full potential in promoting their sustainable development and improving their quality of life’ (Geneva DOP). Therefore effective universal access to the Internet and its effective use by all people in the manner that promotes their best interests is itself a central part of what is recognized as the Internet. The issues of universal access to, and effective use of, Internet for all people therefore comprise core issues of Internet Governance.    

(b). We affirm the Internet to be a global public space that should be open and accessible to all on a non-discriminatory basis. The Internet, therefore, must be seen as a global public infrastructure. In this regard we recognize the Internet to be a global public good, and access to it must be provided as a public provision.

(c) We recognize the fact that since the Internet is emerging as both the principal commercial infrastructure as well as an important social and developmental infrastructure, the issue of its financing and pricing presents a peculiar situation. If it is priced on purely a commercial basis, the socio-development possibilities of the Internet will be greatly compromised. However, its commercial basis also is as important. In these circumstances, it is best to provide basic access to Internet as a public provision made available to all people, and to price the specific commercial services provided over the Internet. Pricing of services instead of access to Internet allows separation of commercial and non-commercial, i.e. socio-developmental, aspects of the Internet, and can provide the best basis of maximizing the potential of the Internet for a people-centered and development-oriented information society. 

(d). We reaffirm our commitment to turning the digital divide into a digital opportunity, and ensuring harmonious, fair and equitable development for all by building a ubiquitous network society in which the Internet can reach its potential as a global public good, connecting the world through the universal extension of the Internet.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	WSIS Gender Caucus
	56.
We reaffirm our commitment to turning the digital divide, into an equal digital opportunity, and ensuring harmonious, fair and equitable development for all, particularly for those who risk being left behind and being further marginalized.


	
	WSIS Gender Caucus
	New 56bis
We call for capacity building for SMEs, including women owned SMEs in developing countries, to participate in policy and take advantage of ICTs for their economic development.



	57.
We maintain that the uneven sharing of the burden of costs for international Internet connectivity should be redressed through further dialogue. We call for affordable access to ICTs, including by:

a) Reducing international Internet costs charged by backbone providers, supporting, inter alia, the creation and development of regional ICT backbones and Internet Exchange Points to reduce interconnection cost and broaden network access;

b) Encouraging ITU to continue the study of the question of the International Internet Connectivity (IIC) as an urgent matter to develop appropriate Recommendations.
c) Developing low-cost equipment, such as computers, especially for use in developing countries.

	WSIS CS Africa Caucus
	57.
We maintain that the uneven sharing of the burden of costs for international Internet connectivity should be redressed through further dialogue. We call for affordable access to ICTs, including by:

Additional paragraphs:

d) Encourage and promote interoperability of equipment (hardware and software)

e) Governments to ensure an enabling policy environment which should include both:

a. Policies that prevent public or private monopolies

b. Public interest oriented regulation that will support open access to infrastructure and bandwidth with a view to extending affordable access to under-served areas.



	
	
	

	
	WSIS Gender Caucus
	57.
We maintain that the uneven sharing of the burden of costs for international Internet connectivity should be redressed with urgency through further dialogue. We call for affordable access to ICTs, including by:



	
	WSIS Gender Caucus
	57 new(b)
Reducing losses by developing countries from new Internet telephony technologies.

a) Developing low-cost interoperable equipment, such as computers especially for use in developing countries and among disadvantaged  populations.
New c)
Recognising ITU as a key stakeholder in the facilitation of reduction of International Internet costs charged by backbone providers and losses from new Internet telephony technologies.



	
	Informal Coalition on Financing ICTD (AMARC, APC, Bread for All, CRIS, IT for Change, IteM)


	57.  We maintain that the following steps should be taken to ensure Internet access that is universal and affordable:

a) Reducing international Internet costs:

· By different policy options towards universal access. These may include by eliminating exploitative monopolistic practices for the backbone provision, including through submarine cables;

· by supporting the establishment of national and international internet exchange points;

· by building local demand for national, regional and international backbone networks;

· by reducing costs charged by backbone providers;

b)Through public initiatives for backbones and internet provision, in areas of market failure, that, inter alia, leverage existing public infrastructure like electricity and railways networks 

c) Eliminating monopolistic practices for the provision of IP-based services, including VoIP;

d) Exploring an open network access approach to extending Internet access in poor communities, particularly through the promotion of SME and community networking;

e) Reconfiguring the mandate of national Universal Access Funds to support Internet connectivity, applications and content development and capacity building;

f) Exploring the use of free and open source software as both a source of innovative content  and applications development in poor communities as well as a way of reducing the cost of connecting to the Internet;

g) Promoting free-share or open content paradigm for socio-development content on the Internet, and recognizing it as distinct from commercial content that may require different IPR regimes.  

h) Encouraging organisations to continue the study of the question of the International Internet Connectivity (IIC) as an urgent matter to develop appropriate Recommendations;

i) Developing low-cost equipment, especially for use in developing countries.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	58. We would work to enhance multi-stakeholder participation in governance mechanisms. This would involve making available adequate resources to build capacity in a range of areas relevant to Internet management at the national level and to ensure effective participation in global Internet governance, particularly for developing countries.


	WSIS Gender Caucus
	58.
We would work to enhance guarantee multi-stakeholder participation in governance mechanisms with equal representation of men and women. This would involve making available adequate resources to build capacity in a range of areas relevant to Internet management at the national and regional level and to ensure effective  and equal  participation in global Internet governance, particularly for developing countries.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	59. We urge international organizations, including intergovernmental organizations where relevant, to ensure that all stakeholders, particularly from developing countries, have the opportunity to participate in the determination of policy decisions that affect them, and promote and support such participation.

	WSIS Gender Caucus
	59.
We urge international organizations, including intergovernmental organizations where relevant, to ensure that all stakeholders, particularly women from developing countries, have the opportunity to participate in the determination of policy decisions that affect them, and promote and support such participation

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	60.
We commit to working earnestly towards multilingualization of the Internet, as part of a multilateral, transparent and democratic process, involving governments and all stakeholders. Specifically we would speed up the process for the introduction of multilingualism in the area of domain names, including for email addresses and keyword look-up.

	WSIS Gender Caucus
	60.
We commit to working earnestly towards multilingualization of the Internet, as part of a multilateral, transparent and democratic process that promotes human rights, involving governments and all stakeholders Specifically we would speed up the process for the introduction of multilingualism in the area of domain names, including for email addresses and keyword look-up.


	
	WSIS Gender Caucus
	61.
We recognise that an enabling environment, at national and international levels, is essential for the development of the Information Society, including for the development and diffusion of the Internet and its optimal use. We commit to ensure such an environment that promotes the convergence of traditional and new ICTs to enhance development and maximum use of the Internet


	
	
	

	61.
We recognise that an enabling environment, at national and international levels, is essential for the development of the Information Society, including for the development and diffusion of the Internet and its optimal use.


	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	5. Follow-up and Possible Future Arrangements

	62.
In reviewing the adequacy of existing institutional arrangements for Internet Governance and for policy debate, we agree that some adjustments need to be made to bring these into line with the “Geneva principles”. Accordingly, we propose: 


	Adam Peake on behalf of GLOCOM
	62: Follow-up and Possible Future Arrangements

Having reviewed the issue of Internet Governance across institutions and regions, we find that the existing operational mechanisms work. However, we recognize that are issues regarding the participation and representation of all stakeholders in the policy mechanisms. 

We also recognize that while some policy issues are dealt with in the existing institutional structure there is a lack of space in particular for cross cutting issues. There is no global-multi-stakeholder forum to address Internet-related public policy issues. 

Forum Function

62a: We recommend the UN SG to initiate a forum that incorporates the Geneva principles for significant multi-stakeholder participation. We recommend that the forum not be anchored in any existing specialized international organization, but rather be organized as a legally free-standing entity Stakeholders from all sectors must be able to participate in such a forum as peers.  

We recommend that the forum provides the following functions: 

a. inclusive dialogue, with a differentiated architecture allowing for peer-level interaction. 

b. comparative, cross-sectoral analysis of governance mechanisms, with an eye toward "lessons learned" and best practices that could inform individual and collective institutional improvements

c. assessment and monitoring of horizontal issues applicable to all Internet governance arrangements, e.g. the promotion of transparency, accountability, inclusion, and other guidelines for "good governance,” such as the WSIS principles; 

d. identification of weaknesses and gaps in existing governance mechanisms, especially multidimensional issues that do not fall neatly within the scope of any existing body;

e. efforts to promote enhanced coordination among existing governing bodies  

f. provide a clearing house for coordination and resource mobilization to supporting meaningful developing country participation and capacity building;

g. release recommendations, best practices, proposals and other documents on the various Internet governance issues.

We recommend that operations are designed in such a way that physical attendance is not strictly required and disadvantaged stakeholders (developing countries, civil society organizations, individuals) are proactively supported. We recommend the forum have clear organization and decision-making procedures. It is also important that the structure that will be given to the forum is able to produce practical results.

The forum will not have a mandate to negotiate hard instruments like treaties or contracts. However, in very exceptional circumstances when all stakeholders agree that more formal arrangements are desirable, the forum could request an appropriate international organization to negotiate such instruments. The forum focuses on the development of soft law instruments such as recommendations, guidelines, declarations, etc.




	



