Ethical Dimensions of the Information Society: Beyond Geneva, Into Tunis
We recognize that at the heart of communication and knowledge systems are values and ethics that underlie the vision of peoples and organizations for just, peaceable, secure, inclusive, participatory, sustainable, and democratic principles which are the very values and ethical practices that the Tunis Agenda and Commitment affirms.

The Tunis Agenda and Commitment are commendable in its reaffirmation of an information society that is people-centered, sustainable development oriented, human rights based, culturally and linguistically diverse, universal and non-discriminatory; multi-stakeholder in participation, and based on international law and multilateralism. But these same agenda and commitment failed to lift up problem areas that the ethical dimensions in the Geneva Principles mentioned, namely, that information society must be checked against acts motivated by racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, intolerance, hatred, violence, all forms of child abuse, and the trafficking in and exploitation of human beings.

We commend the Tunis Agenda and Commitment for recognizing vulnerable and marginalized peoples, especially migrant, internally displaced peoples, refugees. They are an elaboration of the Geneva Principles which defined the ethical dimensions of the information society as being constitutive of the respect for peace and the upholding of the fundamental values of freedom, equality, solidarity, tolerance, shared responsibility, and respect for nature. This elaboration would be greatly improved if it included the principles of trusteeship and stewardship.

The internet creates a space for human interaction – human rights and an internet specific code of conduct are the base to build meaningful relationships and social communities which make individuals feel part of the human family.

Technology by itself does not change our lives so much as the motivation, passion and resolve with which we make use of it. Instead we want to use technology to engage in a better and respectful dialogue that leads to an informed understanding of each other and a commitment to shared values among cultures and civilizations.

We live in a world where we are overloaded with information while there is poverty in our memory of what have traditionally been respected: life experience, grown wisdom, indigenous knowledge, and common sense. A real challenge for us is to harness and enhance knowledge and technology that advance the values and ethics enunciated by the Geneva Principles and added upon by Tunis. These values and ethics are critically primordial. They are not additives, as in value-added. They are imperative to the flourishing of an information society that is just and equitable.

The information society promises a world of greater connectivity but this connectivity must enable people to interact and build meaningful relationships and support social communities. It must not allow us to isolate ourselves from each other and our communities. The ethical demand is about the empowerment of each one’s moral agency so that each one becomes a subject, not an object, who is a responsible, productive and accountable member, as in netizen, of the human community. The affirmation of human dignity and the protection of human rights must undergird and define an internet code of conduct and a bill of rights for cyberspace as initiated by the Tunis Mon Amour Initiative. This initiative must necessarily encourage participatory citizenship and deliberative communication and discourse.
We encourage all civil society institutions to proactively engage to work on semantic web knowledge structures (thematic ontologies) and weave their taxonomies and connectivities in ways that express the values and ethics of the civil society perspective. This perspective subverts the dominance of market values, the commodification of knowledge and the ascendant business logic. 
Knowledge and trust are very important values of the information society. Thus the knowledge and relationships created and forged through ICT must not only give but affirm identities, as in the identities and cultures of indigenous peoples. ICTs, by affirming human identities, also enhance the self-realization of human beings. Ethical values build social cohesion and instill meaning in human beings. 
To justly share the power of knowledge is our vision of the information society. Communication rights in the end must be about communication justice.
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