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There can be no freedom of access to information without freedom of expression.

Participating in the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) in Tunisia, IFLA most strongly protests the abuses on intellectual freedom in the country. With deep concern we have witnessed the attempts by Tunisian authorities to silence journalists and human rights activists in the run up and during the summit. Human rights activists have been imprisoned and some are on hunger strike. Journalists have been attacked, civil society meetings cancelled as a protest to the state of affairs. Information has been censored, newspapers banned and Web sites blocked. 

IFLA supports the Tunisian Monitoring Group’s (TMG) appeal to UN Secretary General Mr Kofi Annan ”to call on the Tunisian authorities to end attacks on civil society and freedom of expression not only during this Summit, but beyond and to initiate an Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights special investigation into the occurrences around the WSIS."

By its actions the host country has most regrettably demonstrated that it does not share the common vision of an Information Society for All adopted by the WSIS in Geneva in November 2003 and which is strongly supported by IFLA. That vision promotes an inclusive society in which everyone will be able to create, access, use and share information and knowledge. This means providing the opportunity for people to seek, receive and impart information and ideas without restriction, in accordance with Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. To achieve this goal, IFLA stresses the importance of removing any barriers to open access to information for all. Consequently, 

IFLA once again urges the Tunisian government to remove barriers to open access to information for all its citizens.

IFLA restates its strong commitment to the fundamental human rights to know, learn and communicate without restriction. 

IFLA urges the Government of Tunisia to respect human rights and remove the impediments to freedom of access to information, freedom of expression and freedom of association following the World Summit on the Information Society. 
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IFLA and IFLA/FAIFE

IFLA (The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions http://www.ifla.org), founded in 1927, is the leading international body representing the interests of library and information services and their users. It is the global voice of the library and information profession. 

IFLA is an independent, international, non-governmental, not-for-profit organization. Our aims are to promote high standards of provision and delivery of library and information services, encourage widespread understanding of the value of good library & information services, and represent the interests of our members throughout the world

In pursuing these aims IFLA is committed to the principles of freedom of access to information ideas and works of imagination embodied in Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

IFLA/FAIFE (Free Access to Information and Freedom of Expression, http://www.ifla.org/faife/ ) is a core activity within IFLA (International Federation of Library Association and Institutions) to defend and promote the basic human rights defined in Article 19 of the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The IFLA/FAIFE Committee and Office furthers free access to information and freedom of expression in all aspects, directly or indirectly, related to libraries and librarianship. IFLA/FAIFE monitors the state of intellectual freedom within the library community worldwide, supports IFLA policy development and cooperation with other international human rights organisations, and responds to violations of free access to information and freedom of expression. 

Intellectual freedom is the right of every individual to both hold and express opinions and to seek and receive information.
Intellectual freedom is the basis of democracy.
Intellectual freedom is the core of the library concept.


