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Chairman, Council Working Group on WSIS (WG-WSIS)

meeting Summary
	Background

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss ITU’s adaptation to the Information Society environment and Implementation of WSIS decisions. There were two important tasks: the internal aspects on the possible ways of ITU adaptation and the external aspects on ITU activities to implement Summit decisions.

Participation
The meeting was attended by 58 delegates from Member States, 14 from Sector Members. Members of civil society came to the meeting and participated with the agreement of the Chairman.


Internal Aspects
1. Vital activities
1.1. ITU-T and ITU-R should be reinforced; but management of the electromagnetic spectrum is reserved to governments. A reformed ITU-D should concentrate on WSIS implementation to bridge the digital divide. WTDC could be used as a forum for post-WSIS implementation.
1.2. ITU should reform in its own right and in light of WSIS. But it should focus on core competencies. ITU should not be expanded.
1.3. A framework for implementation requires a key role for the ITU Secretariat with guidance from Member States.Working group structure should be adapted to the post-WSIS environment (e.g. as a mechanism for carrying out the moderator roles). ITU should formalize the practical working relationships that already exist.
1.4. ITU should change to better anticipate or predict the needs of manufacturers and users.
1.5. The telecommunication policy environment has changed after WSIS. ITU should emphasize partnerships for the implementation of the WSIS objectives and cooperation in the area of standardization.
1.6. ITU’s mandate should either change or adapt to new challenges (e.g. network security, Internet governance and SPAM)

1.7. Staff resources are required to improve the vital activities of ITU.
2. Activities to cut back
No outdated activities were identified; but a lack of financial resources will require cutbacks. ITU should make better use of its resources.
3. Amendments to ITU Structure and basic instruments
Changes to the basic instruments could be needed for ITU to adapt itself to the current Information Society environment and to implement some of the outcome of WSIS. ITU working methods are generally improving.
4. Name change
Accomplishing ITU’s mission is more important than changing its name. A name change would require an undetermined amount of financial resources.
5. Membership, access and openness
5.1. ITU is sufficiently open because legal entities can become ITU Sector Members or Associates. Technical workshops are open to individuals and external organizations.

5.2. ITU’s approach to membership could be adapted to create more openness in the post WSIS environment to benefit from the knowledge of civil society about local conditions. The consequences of ITU decisions are very important to civil society as well as to the private sector.
5.3. ITU publications and standards should be freely available for downloads.

External Aspects
6. ITU should concentrate in areas where it has knowledge and it should not think in terms of the whole UN System. ITU should change to adapt to external pressures.
7. The role of Member States in Internet Governance is important. ITU could organize a World Telecommunication Policy Forum about the Internet to deal with issues like domain names and multilingualism.

8. Collaboration on action lines is more important than leading action lines because each agency has its own mandate.

9. The Tunis Agenda document is well elaborated; there is no need to add more to the debate.

Dr. Yuri G. Grin (Russian Federation)

Chairman, WG-WSIS

