H.E. Ambassador Ali Hachani
President of ECOSOC






Geneva, 10 March 2005
Dear Ambassador Hachani, 

I was very glad to interact with you and other international organisations at the occasion of the consultation on strengthening the UN CSTD you contributed to in Geneva on 13 February 2006. I am therefore writing to further explore options in this regard, in particular on the issue of civil society participation in and WSIS follow-up at the IXth CSTD session.
Participation of WSIS accredited civil society in the follow-up mechanism

During the 13 February meeting, I stressed the necessity the keep the WSIS community alive in the immediate steps following the Tunis Summit. I made some concrete proposals on how civil society entities without ECOSOC consultative status but accredited to WSIS and its preparatory process could be invited to participate in the up-coming session of the CSTD as of May 2006. The implementation and follow-up process to the UN Conference on Environment and Development (Rio 1992) and to the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Johannesburg 2002) provided with interim measures to allow their participation in the session immediately following the decision of the respective summits. Decisions in this regards were taken by ECOSOC. I strongly believe that similar arrangements must be taken by ECOSOC in this direction.
We believe that the arrangements adopted in the aftermath of the Johannesburg Summit (2002) deserve in-depth consideration. This mechanism inscribes itself in the framework of current NGO participation mechanisms provided by ECOSOC Resolution 1996/31. The XIth session of the Commission for Sustainable Development decided to allow WSSD-accredited NGOs without ECOSOC consultative status to directly participate in its session in 2003. In addition, it recommended that ECOSOC consider in accordance with established United Nations rules of procedure and taking note of the ongoing work of the NGO Committee, the status of these WSSD accredited NGOs. On that basis, ECOSOC adopted Resolution 2004/212 and decided that WSSD accredited NGOs could participate in the first CSD sessions following the Summit, provided they actually apply for ECOSOC consultative status.
The WSIS process created a momentum in the discussions between all actors interested in the use of ICT for development. WSIS assigned ECOCOC through a reviewed UN Commission on Science and Technology for Development to oversee the system-wide follow-up of the WSIS outcomes. I therefore believe that the ECOSOC should give a strong support to the commitments agreed in Tunis, and kick start the strengthening of the follow-up mechanism to WSIS by encouraging a wider participation of WSIS civil society stakeholders as of the next session of the CSTD.
I therefore appeal to you so that you propose and put some strong weight to support a decision related to arrangements for participation of NGOs without ECOSOC status in the IXth CSTD, to be adopted before its opening, at the organizational session of ECOSOC to be held on 10 and 11 May 2006. 
As you know it is part of ECOSOC role to take the best arrangements for participation of NGOs in the follow-up and implementation process of a world summit to which they were duly accredited, as provided by paragraph 53 of ECOSOC Resolution 1996/31.

I would be very pleased to provide you further information in this regard, including a list of basic elements which should be included in such a decision. 
Additional item on the WSIS follow-up in the agenda of the IXth session on the UN CSTD

After in-depth consultations with civil society actors involved in WSIS, CONGO received a strong support from the NGO community to propose the addition of an agenda item on the Follow-up to the World Summit on the Information Society, as allowed for NGOs in general consultative with ECOSOC by Paragraph 34 of ECOSOC Resolution 1996/31.
While exploring this possibility with the CSTD Secretariat hosted by UNCTAD in Geneva, we were told that there is already a proposal by the Secretariat to include the follow-up to WSIS in the agenda of the IXth CSTD session. 

CONGO and civil society organisations involved in WSIS strongly support that WSIS follow-up should be given the full place it deserves in the work of the CSTD as of 2006. The way the CSTD will address this issue should allow enough time for a rich and constructive overview of the system-wide follow-up of the Geneva and Tunis outcomes. In addition, it is essential that the CSTD should take into account the multi-stakeholder approach and ensure the full, open and inclusive participation of civil society actors, encouraging dialogue and interactions between States, international organisations, the NGO community and other actors. 
I call upon your support in making WSIS an on-going process within the United Nations. To that end, a strong attention should be given to its follow-up, without interruption and as of the next session of the CSTD.
Before concluding, I would finally like to anticipate the up-coming steps of the UN CSTD reform, by tackling the issues of participation modalities for NGOs in the work of the Commission. I note that this question will be further addressed by ECOSOC substantive session in July 2006. Therefore, several options should be considered by ECOSOC. As a piece of information, I would like to report to you that observers were given 45 minutes of speaking time every day during PrepCom meetings to WSIS, encouraging them to organise their speaking time. I think that the WSIS PrepComs arrangements deserve attention and should be considered as a possible basis for reflection, while considering ways to further ensure effective and fruitful multi-stakeholder interactions involving civil society actors in the work of the UN CSTD. 


In saying so, I am now waiting for your feedback on these points. Be ensured that CONGO is ready to help you in supporting this process and to collaborate with you in finding constructive solutions to issues we raised in order to guarantee that the commitments taken in Tunis would be given a continuous attention in the work of the United Nations.
Yours very truly,

Renate Bloem

President of CONGO
