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	To all the participants of the Action Line Facilitation meetings
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Dear Sir/Madam,

The World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), which concluded its work in November 2005, recognized that there is a need to raise awareness of the possibilities that the use of ICTs can bring for societies and economies and on the importance of the Internet as a global resource. To this end, it called upon the United Nations General Assembly to declare 17 May as World Information Society Day. 

On 27 March, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a resolution proclaiming 
17 May as World Information Society Day to be celebrated annually. 

In order to maintain the momentum of WSIS and the implementation process, and to celebrate the first World Information Society Day, a 10-day programme of events will take place from 9 to 19 May. It includes activities ranging from WSIS implementation meetings to awareness campaigns by WSIS stakeholders.

One of the key events of the World Information Society Day celebrations will be the ITU World Information Society Award to be presented, for the first time, to eminent personalities for their exceptional contribution towards building the information society. 

It is with great pleasure that I extend an invitation to you to attend the ceremony which will take place on Wednesday, 17 May 2006 at the Geneva International Conference Centre (CICG), in Room 1 from 11:00 to 12:00. 
The full programme of the activities organized to celebrate the first World Information Society Day, as well as, the arrangements for the ceremony will be available soon on the ITU website at www.itu.int/wisd.
I look forward to welcoming you to the first celebration of World Information Society Day.

Yours faithfully,


    (signed)


Yoshio UTSUMI

Secretary-General
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