CS approach for – May 18th –  Elements discussed 

1. CSTD is the natural Instrument to facilitate WSIS follow-up

Follow-up to major UN Conferences is customary placed under the responsibility of ECOSOC with the help of specialized functional Commissions with a variety of mandates. Key examples include :

· The Commission on Sustainable Development for the Rio and Johannesburg Summits

· The Commission on the Status of Women for the Beijing Conference

· The Commission for Social Development for the Copenhagen Conference

Similarly, paragraph 105 of the WSIS Tunis Agenda, clearly states :  “We request ECOSOC to oversee the system-wide follow-up of the Geneva and Tunis outcomes of WSIS. To this end, we request that ECOSOC, at its substantive session of 2006, reviews the mandate, agenda and composition of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development, including considering the strengthening of the Commission, taking into account the multi-stakeholder approach.”

In view of these precedents, the formulation of the above paragraph and the lengthy discussions that took place in Tunis, we consider as self-evident that the Commission on Science and Technology for Development (CSTD) is the natural instrument to facilitate WSIS follow-up and subsequently feed reporting into ECOSOC. The question should therefore not be whether CSTD should be given a role in WSIS follow-up or not, but only what the extent and modalities of that role need to be.  

Similarly, any follow-up involves at least the regular review of progress achieved in implementation. Any WSIS follow-up facilitated by the CSTD should therefore provide an appropriate articulation with the implementation process established by the Tunis Agenda, including, among other approaches, the structure by Action Lines. 

2. Support for the proposal of a open ended working group

One of the outcomes of the ECOSOC consultation on the future role of the CSTD in the system wide follow up to WSIS was the proposed setting up of an open ended working group towards the ECOSOC review of the CSTD mandate, agenda and composition. This suggestion was introduced by the GRULAC representative who stated: “It might be convenient for ECOSOC to establish an open-ended working group in Geneva, with the participation of representatives of civil society and the private sector, with the task to prepare draft proposals on the reform of the Commission, which could be considered by ECOSOC in its July substantive session”. Such a process would allow for a more in-depth reflection on the content of this review. NGOs fully support this initiative and are willing to participate in such an open ended working group with multi-stakeholder composition in order to further the discussion on the future of the CSTD in an all inclusive manner. 

3. Fast track process for participation of CS WSIS accredited entities
Civil society entities, including those accredited to the WSIS process, should fully participate in the work of the CSTD as from its first session substantially addressing WSIS follow-up. Many of these entities do not have the consultative status with ECOSOC. A formal arrangement should be established so that CS contributions from WSIS accredited entities will be presented to the CSTD as of 2007. Precedents in term of fast-track interim measures of NGOs accredited to a World Conference process to participate in the ECOSOC substantial Commission in charge of the related follow-up should be further explored. We could for example follow the model used within the Commission on Sustainable Development after Johannesburg, after which the ECOSOC decided that WSSD accredited NGOs could participate in the two first CSD sessions following the Summit, provided they actually apply for ECOSOC consultative status. We would therefore fully support the inclusion of WSIS accredited NGOs in a roster, allowing them to participate in the CSTD at the same level of NGOs in ECOSOC consultative status, including the right to present oral statements, to submit written contributions under each agenda item of the CSTD

4. Content 
a. More development oriented approach
In addition to focussing on the technical aspects and the economic implications of science and technologies, in particular ICT, on development, the CSTD must broaden the scope of deliberations to also include the influence, impact and potential of social and political development on the information society, with the view to ensure justice and peoples' full participation and empowerment. As underlined by civil society in its declaration to WSIS Phase I in Geneva, technologies, and in particular ICT, represent fundamental means for economic and social development, but should not become ends in themselves. It is of key importance that the work of the renewed CSTD reflects the recognition that ICTs are an integral part of the broader development agenda.

b. CS inclusion in determining annual themes and the follow-up to WSIS
The background note proposes to maintain that a substantive theme should be addressed by the CSTD on a yearly basis. Such a practice fully contributes to the development of a common understanding among the international community. In addition Civil Society entities should be a full partner of the UN CSTD in ensuring an effective follow up to the WSIS. This includes their involvement in measuring the progresses on a year to year basis. Such contribution would definitely enhance the capacity of the overall UN system to identify trends on the ground and at the global level in terms of ICT4D. This means that:

· the selected themes should include and address concerns and issues related to the information society and the use of ICT4D, with the view to contribute to the achievement of the MDGs;

· NGOs/CSOs must be fully involved in the process leading towards the identification of a theme
 
· A long term approach is necessary to identify a workable and constructive framework of reflection and set priorities towards the achievements of the Geneva and Tunis agendas and other development goals related to science and technology 

· Within the framework provided by ECOSOC Resolution 1996/31, NGOs must be entitled to take the floor both individually and collectively under each of the agenda item of the renewed Commission, including in the discussion on the substantive theme and the follow up to WSIS

c. CS inclusion in review and policy process
Paragraph 105 of the Tunis Agenda provides that the review of the CSTD should “take into account the multi-stakeholder approach”. Therefore while NGO participation could be based on existing arrangements established within ECOSOC, such as ECOSOC Resolution 1996/31, future practices of the CSTD should draw upon the multi-stakeholder interactions and contributions as experienced during the WSIS process. Only this would guarantee the continuity of the involvement of all actors in the work of the Commission at the same level of mobilization and contribution as during WSIS. 
