ECOSOC General Debate on implementation of the World Summit on the Information

Society outcomes including recommendation on the follow-up process
Agenda items 6 and 13 (b), 

10 July 2006
The general discussion was based on the UN SG Report entitled "Implementation of and follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society" and the report of the UN CTSD on its 9th session (May 2006). ECOSOC Chair Ali El Achani clarified the scope of the meeting is to implement paragraph 105 of the Tunis Agenda which entitles ECOSOC to “oversee the system wide follow-up to the Geneva and Tunis outcomes of WSIS” and which ask it at its current session to “review the mandate, agenda and composition of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development, including considering the strengthening of the Commission, taking into account the multi-stakeholder approach”.

Patrizio Civili, Assistant Secretary-General of the UN DESA, introduced the UN SG report, stressing the complex interrelated nature for multi-stakeholder implementation and follow-up processes. Both should be fully integrated and coordinated, in relation to the MDG agenda, involving all non governmental stakeholders and civil society. ECOSOC and the CSTD should be considered in this framework, as well as the General Assembly for its review of WSIS in 2015. He also referred to the recent establishment of UN GIS, within the CEB and of the inaugural meeting of Global Alliance for ICT and Development. He said the GAID would be a valuable source of input to ECOSOC on multi-stakeholder debate and contribute to the UN CSTD.

Dr. Jamaludin Jarjis, Minister of Science, Technology and Innovation of Malaysia, reported on the outcomes and the discussion held during the first inaugural meeting of the UN GAID, held on 19-20 June in Kuala-Lumpur. Dirk J. Bruinsma, Deputy SG of UNCTAD, reported on Action Line Facilitation meetings in which UNCTAD has been involved so far, as well as in the role of UNCTAD serving as Secretariat for the UN CSTD. He lastly stressed the impact of science and technology, not only limited to ICT, on economic and social development.
Strengthening of the UN CSTD
The G77 (South Africa) supported the strengthening of the CSTD membership, mandate and working methods to take up the WSIS follow-up in addition to its existing mandate. The EU (Finland) stressed the distinction between follow-up within ECOSOC and interagency coordination within the UNGIS. Membership should better reflect its new tasks and its secretariat should be reinforced by benefiting from help from other agencies. Chile and Egypt called for an extension of membership and a strengthening of the CSTD secretariat. The EU and Switzerland supported the strengthening of the linkages between implementation of WSIS and of other UN Conferences and Summits. Russia underlined the new CSTD mandate should not be at the expense of the existing mandate. El Salvador reminded the strengthening of the CSTD should be based both on WSIS and on the outcomes of the UN World Summit. 
G77 supported an extension of the annual session to ten working days, including 4 days for WSIS follow-up and 2 days for multi-stakeholder inputs. 
The USA highlighted that the mandate of the CSTD has not been decided yet, and that the CSTD should have a limited role in the WSIS follow-up with the view to facilitate reporting on WSIS implementation to ECOSOC and the GA, while keeping the operational role and policy dialogue outside of its competence. The CSTD mandate should keep its technical nature, made up of scientific experts representing States. WSIS follow-up activities could be dealt with in one day. Database and information should not lead to duplication of activities. Existing resources and similar membership should be preserved. 
UNESCO said it was vital for the new CSTD mandate to take into account UNESCO’s particular mandate in science, in order to avoid any overlap.

Articulation between implementation and the system wide follow-up by ECOSOC and CSTD
G77 suggested the CSTD should review progresses on implementation of action lines at the international, regional and national level; make policy guidance recommendations to ECOSOC; promote dialogue and build partnerships; operationalize paragraph 60 of the UN World Summit (September 2005). The CSTD should adopt a two year follow-up cycle including a review session (drawing on the ALF and UNGIS outcomes among others) and a policy session (discuss obstacles and solutions, based on the results of the review session). Egypt also supported the organisation work based on a review session and a policy session in development orientation. Chile added that the biannual PoA should follow WSIS action lines. Switzerland and Chile supported that the CSTD mandate should be extended to include review of implementation, policy recommendation to ECOSOC and promotion of dialogue and partnership. Switzerland stressed the working methods should follow the recommendations of GA Resolution 57/270B, and be articulated around a two year work programme. 
Participation of civil society and the private sector
G77 underlined the intergovernmental nature of the CSTD; ECOSOC modalities for civil society involvement should therefore be observed in the multi-stakeholder participation in the CSTD. The participation should be open to NGOs and to the private sector. Argentina stressed the importance of having multi-stakeholder components in the CSTD. The EU supported the engagement of non state actors should be further developed within the CSTD with the view to recognise the unique multi-stakeholder character of WSIS. Russia noted that participation of NGOs and the private sector should be determined in accordance with the rules of procedure of the Council. Switzerland stressed that the participation of civil society and the private sector should also be ensured in the intersessional panels and in electronic spaces for dialogue. Two working days should be devoted to multi-stakeholder dialogue. The US vision of the multi-stakeholder approach is base don increased number of parallel events and participation sponsorship. The role of all stakeholders should be clearly defined and the private sector should be incorporated into the CSTD. 
The EU said the GAID could not be the substitute for effective multi-stakeholder participation for implementation and follow-up. Lastly, Switzerland added the GAID should concentrate itself in the integration of ICT in the UN development agenda without participating in operational activities.

The Conference of NGOs stressed that, with the view to continue the involvement of all actors in the work of the Commission at the same level of mobilization and contribution as during WSIS, we consider as necessary that future practices of the CSTD should draw upon the multi-stakeholder interactions and contributions as experienced during the WSIS process. A formal arrangement should be established so that CS entities accredited to WSIS and willing to contribute to the WSIS follow-up benefit from a fast-track inclusion in the work of the CSTD. Lastly, while being a significant actor feeding into the CTSD, the Global Alliance should not be considered as the only multi-stakeholder process of the CSTD, but only as one of them. (Full statement)
* * *

Right after closing this official session, Ambassador Achani opened for half an hour the first discussion of the informal working group dealing with the review of the mandate, agenda and composition of the CSTD. The Chair proposed to present a non paper summarizing views expressed so far as a basis for discussion.
This non paper will be introduced at the informal working group meeting taking place on 11 July 2006 from 3:00 to 6:00 pm.
