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Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship 

with the United Nations (CONGO)
Item 6 and 13 (b)
Mr. President 
Distinguished Delegates 
And Colleagues from civil society and the private sector,
Let me first of all thank you for this opportunity to address you on behalf of the CONGO President on the crucial issue of the follow-up to the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information Society. The commitments agreed to and widely supported by Member States in Tunis, and later confirmed in New York by the adoption of the GA Resolution 60/252 should be given firm institutional support within the Economic and Social Council, to ensure its full and effective follow-up.

Paragraph 105 of the Tunis Agenda clearly gives ECOSOC the important role to “oversee the system wide follow-up to the Geneva and Tunis outcomes of WSIS”. The Tunis Agenda also requested that ECOSOC, during this current session, “reviews the mandate, agenda and composition of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development, including considering the strengthening of the Commission, taking into account the multi-stakeholder approach”. 

We support the strengthening of the current mandate of the CSTD in providing analysis and policy recommendation on the implication of science and technology for development. In addition, we consider that the CSTD is the most appropriate institution within the UN to take up a leading role in assisting ECOSOC and providing it with in-depth expertise and policy advice on the follow-up to the WSIS outcomes, in particular on its development dimension. 
To that end, the CSTD mandate should be given an additional specific focus on the follow-up to WSIS. The mandate of the CSTD should include the role of reviewing and analysing the progress of WSIS implementation, and providing policy guidance and recommendations. In this manner, the CSTD would become the main UN intergovernmental body to address the WSIS outcomes in a holistic and system wide manner and to report to ECOSOC and to the General Assembly. Its work would contribute to mainstreaming the WSIS agenda and principles within the UN system. For that reason, the CSTD would have to give a strong consideration to the influence, impact and potential of economic and social development on the information society, to ensure justice and people’s full participation and empowerment. The CSTD should contribute to the development of a people-centred, inclusive and equitable understanding of the challenges of the information society. In doing so, the CSTD would better participate in the achievement of the UN development agenda, including the MDGs, in an integrated and coordinated approach.
The follow-up activities to be addressed by the CSTD require the regular review of progress achieved in the implementation of the Geneva and Tunis WSIS outcomes. As previously stressed by several civil society entities, any WSIS follow-up facilitated by the CSTD should therefore benefit from and build upon relevant information on the progress of the implementation process established by the Tunis Agenda, including among other things the implementation structure by themes and action lines. Such information and its analysis should constitute the basis for the elaboration of policy recommendation. We would support the proposal to have a two step follow-up cycle with a review session and a policy session. The agenda should be predictable enough to allow for the thorough preparation of all actors, including NGOs. 
Mr. President, 
The Tunis Agenda stressed the importance of the multi-stakeholder approach in the follow-up to WSIS, and in particular in the framework of the CSTD review. In order for this to happen in terms of NGO participation, the Commission will follow ECOSOC Commissions rules and the 1996/31 procedure for participation of NGOs. In addition to considering the basic modalities and rights for NGO participation, ECOSOC Resolution 1996/31 has demonstrated flexibility enough to adapt itself to the specific needs of the various ECOSOC substantive Commissions. Therefore, so as to continue the involvement of all actors in the work of the Commission at the same level of mobilization and contribution as during WSIS, we consider it necessary that future practices of the CSTD draw upon the multi-stakeholder interactions and contributions as experienced during the WSIS process. This also includes that NGOs should be fully involved in official and informal meetings of the CSTD, but also in the processes leading to the identification of substantive themes to be addressed by the Commission.
Additionally, we consider that, in order to keep the continuity between the WSIS process and its system-wide follow-up within ECOSOC, civil society entities accredited to the WSIS and its preparatory process should fully participate in the work of the CSTD as from its first session substantially addressing WSIS follow-up. Only 10% of WSIS-accredited civil society entities was composed of NGOs with ECOSOC status. A formal arrangement should be established so that CS entities accredited to WSIS and willing to contribute to the WSIS follow-up benefit from a fast-track inclusion in the work of the CSTD. ECOSOC should follow the procedure of the Johannesburg Conference, and apply fast-track interim measures that would allow all WSIS accredited entities to be on an Interim Roster status for two years. During this period, these entities could apply for ECOSOC status, but could also fully participate in all WSIS follow up items immediately.

Lastly, we see in the newly established Global Alliance for ICTs and Development a very significant tool for providing a space for multi-stakeholder cross-sectoral policy dialogue on the use of ICT for advancing the MDGs. Its contributions will very constructively feed into the activities of the CSTD and its outcomes would strengthen the capacities of the overall UN system. For this reason, we fully support this initiative. The level of participation of civil society representatives at its inaugural meeting highlights the significant interest expressed by NGOs. However, the Global Alliance targets a much broader constituency than the WSIS related entities and it will provide inputs not only in the UN CSTD, but also in other institutions within the UN. Because of this, we believe that, despite being a significant actor feeding into the CTSD, the Global Alliance should not be considered the only multi-stakeholder process of the CSTD, but only as one of them.
Mr. President, 

NGOs and civil society are ready to contribute to the discussion leading to the review of the CSTD. We urge ECOSOC to give enough strength to the CSTD to ensure an effective and constructive follow-up to WSIS. I thank you for your attention and for giving me this opportunity to speak.
